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Grade 1 • Module 1 Overview 

 Family Math Newsletter  

  

   Bold words, in the topic focus sections, 
are key vocabulary which can be found 
on the back with their definitions.    

 

Key Standards 

▪ Use addition and subtraction within 20 to 

solve word problems involving situations of 

adding to, taking from, putting together, 

taking apart and comparing, with unknowns in 

all positions. 

▪ Relate counting to addition and subtraction. 

▪ Add and subtract within 20, demonstrating 

fluency for addition and subtraction within 10. 

▪ Determine the unknown whole number in an 

addition or subtraction equation relating three 

whole numbers. 

▪ Apply properties of operations as strategies 

to add and subtract. 

▪ Understand the meaning of the equal sign, 

and determine if equations involving addition 

and subtraction are true or false. 

▪ Understand subtraction as an unknown-

addend problem. 

 

For more information about First Grade 

Common Core Math in New York State, please 

visit 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-1-

mathematics   

 

 

Module 1 has 10 topics each with a focus:  
Topic A – Focus:  
Embedded Numbers and Decompositions 
Instead of counting all objects, students will use counting on.  Students 
will review parts of the numbers 1- 5, analyze and describe embedded 
numbers (to 10) using a 5 group configuration, focusing on parts of 6, 7, 
8, and 9. Seeing numbers as a subset of 5 and another subset, will help 
with addition and subtraction.  Students will see and describe numbers of 
objects using 1 more within 5 group configurations.  The sentence frame 
“1 more than ___ is ___ “ and, “___ is 1 more than ___” will be used. 

Topic B –Focus:  
Counting On from Embedded Numbers  
Students will work on counting on from one embedded number, or part, 

to totals of 6, 7, 8, and 9, and generate all addition expressions for each 

total. Students will learn the number bonds for 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 

Topic C – Focus:  
Counting On from Embedded Numbers 
Students will work with story problems to solve equations. There are 
many types of math story problems. Students will learn how to solve a 
variety of problems in this topic. Students will be introduced to the 
concept of an unknown in a math story. Students are taught to ask 
themselves, “What am I trying to solve for:  A part or the whole/total?” 

Topic D –Focus:  
Strategies for Counting On 
Students will focus on the skill of counting on. Students begin with the 
larger part, keeping track of the number they count on to get to the 
whole, by using their fingers and 5 group cards. They start with an 
embedded quantity represented by both a picture and a numeral, and 
then tap the picture, tap the dots on their 5 group cards, draw more, and 
finally, replace these pictorial strategies to extending their fingers as an 
effective strategy for keeping track of the change. 

Welcome to Grade 1 Math! 
Throughout the year, you will receive newsletters highlighting the age-appropriate mathematical ideas that your 
first grader is learning.  These ideas are foundational to the way we understand and analyze the world.  Each 
newsletter will include a summary of what your child is learning, key standards, key vocabulary with definitions, 
and examples of the problems he/she will be solving. At the end of each topic newsletter you will find ways you 
can provide support and make connections at home, as well as helpful resources and video links. 

Some of the resources in this newsletter were adapted from resources made freely available by the Lafayette  
Parish School System (http://www.lpssonline.com/site5514.php) and by NYSED (www.engageny.org). 
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How to Help at Home 
 Have your child help with household chores that require 

matching or sorting, such as matching socks in the laundry, 
organizing shoes, or collecting utensils for meals.  As your child 
matches objects, ask questions like, “How do they match?” 

 Play I Spy together to continue developing vocabulary around 
size, shape, color, and texture.  For instance, seeing a banana, 
you might say, “ I spy something yellow and smooth.” 

 Identify and count parts of your body, noticing if there is a 
matching body part (1 ear, 2 ears) or just 1 body part (1 nose). 

 Touch and count three objects together.  At the grocery store, 
count, “1, 2, 3.  We need 3 apples.” 

Topic E – Focus:  
The Commutative Property of Addition and the Equal Sign 
This topic leads students to an understanding of the equal sign and when to 
use it. Students will use pictorial representations, such as pictures, drawings 
and/or 5 group drawings, to write expressions and to demonstrate that 
they are equivalent by using the equal sign. Students construct true number 
sentences, such as 4 + 3 = 3 + 4,  to help them understand that two numbers 
added together can make the same total, regardless of whether one of the 
numbers appears first or second in the equation or expression. Students 
directly apply their understanding of the commutative property by starting 
with the larger quantity and counting on as a matter of efficiency. 

Topic F – Focus:  
Development of Addition Fluency Within 10 
This topic focuses on students using the most efficient strategy (for them) to 

solve addition problems to 10. Students will be introduced to the strategies 

of doubles and doubles plus 1. Students will find related facts on the 

addition chart by looking for common addends and similar totals. They will 

also solve number sentences, sort them, and tell how they are related. 

Topic G – Focus:  
Subtraction as an Unknown Addend Problem 
This topic focuses on students understanding the meaning of subtraction as 
it relates to addition.  Students use the addend, or part, to subtract from the 
total, in order to find the missing addend, or part. Students learn how to use 
a number path to count on and to count back to solve subtraction 
problems. Students pick which way, counting on or counting back, is the 
best way to solve given problems. 

Topic H – Focus:  
Subtraction Word Problems 
There are many types of subtraction story problems. Students will learn how 
to solve a variety of subtraction problems using different strategies.  

Topic I – Focus:  
Decomposition Strategies for Subtraction 
Students learn methods for subtraction that involve subtracting 0 and 1, 
subtracting the whole number, subtracting one less than the whole number, 
and using 5 group drawings and partners of 10 to subtract.       
Students also use their knowledge of doubles and fives to help them 
subtract. 

Topic J – Focus:  
Development of Subtraction Fluency Within 10 
Students explore the addition chart and look for patterns within the context 
of subtraction. When solving a subtraction equation such as 7 – 3 = ___, 
students use their knowledge of the decompositions of 7 to help them solve. 
They find related addition expressions on the addition chart such as 3 + 4 or 
4 + 3.   

 

Key Vocabulary 
▪5 Group: a row of five items  

▪5 Group Cards: one side has the number 
and the other side has that number of dots 
in 5 group rows. Examples:   

 

 

▪5 Group Drawing:      

    
groups of 5 are separated so that it is easier 
for students to see the different parts. 
▪Addend: the numbers, or parts, added 
together to get the sum. 
▪Commutative Property of Addition: two 
numbers added together, can make the 
same total, regardless of whether one of the 
numbers appears first or second in the 
equation or expression. 
▪Count back: start with the total/whole 
and count back the amount of the smaller 
number. Example: 5 – 3 = ? Start at 5 and 
count back 3 places. Whisper 5, out loud 
count 4, 3, 2. 
▪Count on: count from one number to the 
total. Example: 2 + 3 = 5. Start at the larger 
number (3) and count 2 more (4, 5). 
Whisper 3, out loud count 4, 5. 

▪Decompose: to break a number apart 
Example: 5 can be decomposed into  
3 & 2, 0 & 5, and 1 & 4. 
▪Doubles: adding a number to itself. 
▪Doubles +1: double the smaller number 
and add 1 to get the whole/total. 

▪Embedded Number: a number within a 
number/a part. Example: 3 is a number/a 
part within 5. 

▪Equal Sign: shows that what is on the left 
of the sign is equal in value or amount to 
what is on the right of the sign. 
•Equation/Number Sentence: a math 
sentence with an equal sign. Example:  
4 + 3 = 7 
▪Expression: numbers put together with 
+, -, ÷, x without writing the equal sign. 
Example: 2 + 3 or 3 + 2, 5 - 2 or 5 – 3. 

▪Number Bond: shows the 
whole and the parts of a number. 
 
 

▪Number Path: 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

▪One More Than: 1 more than a given 

number or drawing. 

▪ Unknown: the number that is needed to 

solve the story or the number that will 

answer the question asked. 
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