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Greetings SATEC Families, 
 
During the week of May 4, 2020 we sent out a parent survey to gather information about how 
our remote learning was going and to gather feedback from our families.  SATEC had 228 
responses, we appreciate the time families took to complete it!  Please see the results of our 
survey below.  
 
We also want parents to know that we will not have SBAC testing this year and our last official 
day of school for the year is Monday, June 15th.  
 
Move up for students currently in Kindergarten, 2nd grade, 4th grade and 6th grade: 
We are working on plans for our move up experience so students can meet and know who their 
teachers will be next year.  We will send out more information once we have figured it all out! 
We may have a combination of a video you can watch at home and setting up Google Meetings 
with small groups of new classes so some basic introductions can be made. 
 
Our 8th graders: 
We are working on our plans for celebrating our 8th graders.  We will not be able to have an in 
person graduation as we normally would, but we plan to pre-record some of the important 
components (i.e. graduation speeches from our students, award presentations, and reading of 
all our students' names).    We will be sending out a survey to students and parents to gather 
your input on our plans and how to use the fundraising money that was slated to be used for our 
trip to Montreal next week so stay tuned.  
 
Please remember the following: 

● These are stressful times, don't let the school work be a stressor for your family. 
● Do not worry about students being ahead or behind, when we have the children back at 

school we will get them where they need to be. 
● The most important thing is to stay safe, calm, and to maintain a positive relationship 

with your children during this difficult time.  
● Teachers will check in with you if they do not hear from you, we need to know your 

children are okay and this is a requirement for us. 
● If your child participates in any way (i.e. attends a Google Meeting lesson, completes an 

assignment, works on Lexia or i-Ready, or watches a video from a teacher) each day- 
they are marked present. 

 
We miss everyone!  
 
Sincerely, 
Angela Stebbins, Principal Jason Therrien, Assistant Principal 
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Here are the results: 
 

 
 
 
 
As you can see, almost 75% or 166 of the responses reported the amount of work we are 
assigning is just right. 49 families felt there was too much work and only 12 families felt there 
was not enough work.  We are happy to make adjustments to the amount of work that is being 
asked of students. If you feel your child has too much work assigned, please reach out directly 
to the classroom teachers and they will make adjustments.   We are pleased to err on the side 
of too much work, because from the beginning, we have understood and tried to make clear that 
getting all the work done is not the idea.  Really, the time spent in learning activities is what is 
important.  For some families, outdoor exploration and time spent in learning life skills has been 
the priority… and that’s okay.  This situation has to be adaptable to the needs of the families 
being impacted and we are trying to be flexible. 
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This chart shows us that the amount of communication from the school is appropriate and 
working. Just under 5% of the families report there is too much communication.  This is 
something we heard about and tried to address right away as some parents reported getting too 
many emails and messages.  We hope we have been able to streamline our communication 
process to meet the needs of families.  About 24 families reported they are not getting enough 
communication.  Please let your child’s teachers know and they can help.  If needed, we can set 
up a parent meeting to help address communication needs. We will do all that we can to 
accommodate individual requests, 
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This graph tells us that about 63% of students are either doing fine or appropriately handling the 
stress of the work.  30% report that their children are stressed out about the work and only 5% 
feel they need more work.  It is our hope that the families of the students who are too stressed 
out will contact teachers and/or school counselors so appropriate adjustments can be made. 
Each family is dealing with a different set of circumstances and we want to be as flexible as 
possible.  This is already a stressful time and if we can make adjustments to the level of work 
we will. 
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There were several questions that allowed for comments. I have presented below a selection of 
what we read.  Identifying information has been removed as appropriate. 
 
Here are some of the positive comments left in the survey: 
 
What is working well so far? Or What else would you like to share with us? 
 
❖ I know this has been a trying time for everyone and I would like to thank all the teachers 

and staff for everything you are doing to continue to educate our children from home and 
staying remotely connected to them. You had to transition through this uncharted 
territory so quickly and you have all done such amazing jobs with it all. Thank you. 

❖ The amount of work that goes into remote learning is insane! I think that the entire 
SATEC staff and administration are amazing for what they are doing. You have been 
asked to do the extraordinary in such a small window of time, and have gone above and 
beyond making sure your students are doing well and are understanding their work. We 
are blessed to have you as our school. Thank you for all you are doing. 

❖ We have been so impressed with all SATEC teachers & staff. We are so lucky to be a 
part of this wonderful community. Thank you all! 

❖ Thank you for all the help and guidance. Tons of praise to everyone at SATEC. You've 
done an incredible job! 

❖ Please pass along a heartfelt thank you to all the teachers. They have done such a 
wonderful job. They had to learn a completely new process in a short amount of time and 
have continued to support our children through it all. Thank you! 

❖ My children’s teachers are some of the best educators I have ever met. Their 
compassion and dedication to their students is amazing. My children feel cared about 
and have their questions answered and despite everything being weird right now, they 
are helping to provide some sort of normalcy for my children. 

❖ Overall I feel the school has been doing a great job through this unprecedented time. I 
also feel that my child’s teacher  really should be recognized for her hard work. 

❖ My child’s teacher  is AWESOME and has made this transition into distance learning so 
easy for my son! 

❖ I appreciate all the school's flexibility and effort through this transition. This has been a 
big change for everyone impacted but it feels like things are getting back on track. 

❖ Communication with our teacher has been amazing. We are grateful. 
❖ We are proud to be part of this SATEC family stay safe 
❖ We miss SATEC! 
❖ Kids listen to teachers better than parents. No joke. You guys are doing great. 
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❖ We are just EXTREMELY grateful to all of the teachers and staff who have gone to 

amazing lengths to make the most of this challenging situation! 
❖ Thank you to all staff at SATEC who are working tirelessly to make this work for all 

students. We appreciate all that they are doing!! 
❖ Thank you for all that you are all doing. The SATEC community has been wonderful!The 

5th grade team has been amazing - classroom teachers, French, band, art ... all 
wonderful, caring teachers during these uncertain times. 

❖ Very grateful for everyone's hard work and the amazing way that our teachers in 
particular have helped throughout this tumultuous time. I can only imagine the 
stress/headache of trying to conduct classes online, preparing things, answering a zillion 
questions and more. Thank you all so much for your time and dedication. It's greatly 
appreciated. 

❖ I'm really pleased with my kids' teachers. They're doing a great job with providing lists for 
us to follow along with, great job overall. It isn't easy for any of us (especially trying to 
work 40 hours and keep kids on task) but they are wonderful and encouraging. 

❖ Our children’s teachers are wonderful! 
❖ Kudos needs to go to our children’s teachers! . They have been amazing! 
❖ Thank you for all your hard work to make this happen! 
❖ The teachers are doing an amazing job of providing work, reaching out, and being there 

for their students. All while (some) have children who are distance learning. 
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Here are some of the responses that provide us with feedback and direction for future growth. 
We tried to provide a response if appropriate and if we have an answer as of yet.  

 
❖ Parent Question/Comment 

➢ Our Response 
 

❖ Google Classroom is not working for K students and we prefer having paper copies. 
➢ We have discussed this and have been asking teachers to send materials in the 

mail or leave for pick up.  We are looking into different platforms for younger 
students. 

 
❖ The amount of work is not a problem, it's the overwhelming amount of resources.  There 

are many websites and usernames to keep track of. 
➢ Moving forward we can add a page on our remote learning site with links to the 

more widely used resources, a description of the resource and a brief tutorial for 
parents. 

➢ We recommend that teachers work with students and families to create a 
username and password document in their Google Drive. This way when 
students receive a new username or password they can have a central place to 
store it. 

 
❖ It is very challenging to be working from home and trying to help educate my 

child/children! 
➢ It is an incredibly challenging task that families have been asked to help with. All 

we ask is that families and students do the best they can and know that the most 
important thing is the Social and Emotional well being of each and every family. 
We understand that there are times when some students will not be able to be as 
successful with engaging in school. Please contact your child’s teacher directly to 
discuss your individual circumstances and what modifications may be able to be 
made to assist. 
 

❖ Not better for me but better for my student would be ways to connect to other students. 
The hardest thing for my child is not being able to go to the school building to be with his 
friends. 
➢ In the younger grades teachers have set up morning/community meetings where 

students can see their friends and share what they have been doing. In the 
middle school grades teachers have set up community meetings where students 
can talk with one another and be supervised by staff. 
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❖ Video tutorials on how to use the online technology from the parents perspective to 

ensure the child is doing the work and/or doing it correctly. 
➢ We can work in this for sure! 

 
❖ Would it be possible to have a weekly email just for parents? It could outline what 

platforms can be found where, maybe point us in the direction of a tutorial, let us know 
what, if anything is changing for assignments or class times, etc. Or maybe this is 
already in place and I'm overlooking it? I'm getting a lot of this information second-hand 
and sometimes I don't get all the details or things that might be mixed up in translation.  
➢ Many teachers/teams send out an email on Sunday or Monday morning with a 

weekly schedule for parents.  We have shared this feedback with all teachers 
and it is something we will work towards. 

➢ Moving forward we can add a page on our remote learning site with links to the 
more widely used resources, a description of the resource and a brief tutorial for 
parents. 
 

❖ I think more "face time" check in with my child would help motivate getting the work done 
and making it feel like the teachers are more present in class.  
➢ We can work on increasing face time with students who need it. 

 
❖ What is happening with 8th grade Graduation? 

➢ We are not able to hold an in person graduation or end of year dance per the 
requirements by the state.  The 8th grade team is working on a plan to celebrate 
our 8th graders and we will be able to share our plan in the next week or so. 

 
❖ I would like all the teachers to be on the same page on how to use Google classroom 

everyone is different and this has made everything more challenging 
➢ We will be taking time at the end of school to do just this. School was shut down 

so abruptly and we did the best we could.  We hope to take the time to come up 
with common expectations for using Google Classroom and to look at a different 
electronic platform for K-2 along with paper based materials for families that 
would prefer them.. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


