
Harrisburg School District 
NEPN Code:  KMB 

Policy Manual 

 
 

TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
 
The Board of Education endorses the parent involvement goals of Title I and encourages 
the regular participation by parents of Title I eligible children in all aspects of the program. 
The education of children is viewed as a cooperative effort among the parents, school, and 
community. In this policy, the word "parent' also includes guardians and other family 
members involved in supervising the child's education.  
 
Pursuant to federal law, the District will develop jointly with, and distribute to parents of 
children participating in the Title I program, a written parent involvement policy that will 
include the following components: 
 

1. Parental Notification. Parents of Title I learners will be notified within two weeks of 
a child’s selection for the program, and for what academic skills and instructional 
objectives the learner has been selected.  

2. Parental In-service. Specific materials and suggestions will be provided to parents 
to assist in the education of their children at home. Suggestions for promoting 
educational activities at home will also be provided.  

3. Learner Program Report. Parents will be provided with learner program reports at 
the end of each reporting period. If necessary, periodic written reports will be sent to 
parents.  

4. Parent-Teacher Conferences. Regular scheduled conferences will be held each 
year to keep parents informed on the progress of their child. Other conferences may 
be held on request of the parent or teacher.  

5. Parent Visitation. Parents are permitted to observe classes at any time after 
checking in at the administrative office.  

6. Parent Advisory Committees. Parent Advisory Committees may be established at 
each school to review the overall program, suggest changes, and establish 
objectives for meaningful parent and family involvement.  

7. Meeting. At least one public meeting will be held annually where administrators, 
staff members, parents of participants, parent advisory committees and other 
interested parents may be present. Agenda items at this meeting will include:  

1. Information concerning the views of parents and learners about educational 
needs of Title I learners and the priorities of learner needs. 

2. Review results of the district’s annual Comprehensive Needs Assessment, as 
outlines in the HSD Improvement plan. 

3. Collectively establish goals and objectives for the Title I Program as they 
pertain to the coordination, technical assistance, and other supports 
necessary to assist and build capacity for planning and implementing effective 
parent and family involvement activities to improve student academica 
achievement and school performance, including but not limited to consultation 
with community members and buesinesses, philanthropic organizations, or 
individuals with expertise in effectively engaging parents and family members 
in education. 

4. Review Title I applications and make recommendations for improving 
program activities for ensuing projects. 
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5. Review annual funding allocations and carry-over funds. 
6. Represent and express ideas and opinions of the parents and learners of 

each school attendance area. 
7. Assist the school district in the dissemination of Title I information to parents 

and the general public through the local media and a school newsletter; and  
8. Emphasis on supplemental instructional activities appropriate for achieving 

program goals and objectives.  
9. Identify barriers to greater parental invovlement and achievement of said 

goals, and identify possible resolutions and training opportunities for 
overcoming those barriers. 

8. Training for Teachers and Parents. Materials and information will be provided to 
teachers and other instructional staff involved in the program, as well as parents, to 
assist them to collaborate more effectively for the benefit of participating learners.  

9. Announcements. All parents and learners are invited by newsletter or through the 
local media to the annual meetings or other scheduled meetings. Information will be 
disseminated at these meetings advising involvement requirements. Reasonable 
support for parental activities will be handled in a timely manner.  

10. Policy Dissemination. Policies, regulations, and other Title I information will be 
distributed to parents at the beginning of each school year, at each of the building’s 
scheduled meetings, and at a parents' request anytime during the school year. 
Parents will be given an opportunity to be involved in the policy development 
process.  

Notification of the objectives described above to parents shall be established through the 
following Parent Involvement Guidelines, according to the ESSA Section 1116 School 
Level Parent Involvement Policy: 

1. Notify parents by letter that their child has been selected for Title 1 Services. This letter 
will indicate that student selection is based on the yearly needs assessment, teacher 
recommendations and other assessments given by the Title 1 teacher. Letters will be 
distributed as soon as reasonably possible following each screening and assessment 
opportunity. 

 
2. Invite all parents of Title 1-eligible students to attend the Open House/Orientation at the 

beginning of the school year. The Title 1 teacher will be available to answer questions 
about the curriculum and other supplementary materials used in the Title 1 program. If 
the parents are unable to attend the Open House/Orientation, they may call or e-mail 
the Title 1 teacher to get information that was presented during that time. 

 
3. Following identification, provide parents of students qualifying for Title 1 services with 

copies of the Personal Education Plan for each child, including the establishment of 
specific instructional objectives. A copy of the Student, Parent, Teacher Compact for 
Title 1 students will be sent home at this time. Parents will be asked to go over it with 
their child before signing and returning the bottom portion to school. A copy of the 
Parent Guidelines will be sent home as well. Progress reports will be sent home 
quarterly. 
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4. Inform all parents of the PAC (Parent Advisory Council) at the beginning of the school 

year. Anyone may volunteer to be on this committee. Parents will have the opportunity 
to sign up for the Parent Advisory Council during Open House/Orientation. The PAC 
may recommend improvements for the Title 1 Program, including revision of the 
Student, Parent, Teacher Compact and Parent Involvement Guidelines. The PAC 
Committee will meet as needed throughout the year, with specific meetings taking place 
during Open House/Orientation and Parent-Teacher Conferences. 

 
5. Provide parents information to help them understand the state academic content 

standards. Parents will be encouraged to visit the district website to find more 
information about the Title 1 school. 

 
6. Invite all parents of Title 1 participants to monthly Parent Teacher Organization 

meetings and other activities, as requested by parents. 
 

7. Encourage all parents to fill out an evaluation form of the Title 1 Program at the end of 
the school year. 

 
8. Coordinate transition from Head Start or preschool by using the district’s transition plan 

as a foundational component of the Head Start contractual agreement. 
 

9. Assist parents in need of assistance in understanding newsletters or other information 
sent home by providing contact information for the Title 1 teacher by phone or e-mail. 

 
10. Direct parents to the South Dakota Parent Information and Resource Center for 

additional resources.  
 
The District shall conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the 
content and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy in improving the academic 
quality of the schools served the Title I funds. This evaluation shall be conducted in 
conjunction with the District’s annual Comprehensive Needs Assessment, as described in 
the District Improvement Plan, and shall include: 
 

• Identification of barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement 
activities, with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, 
are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any 
racial or ethnic minority background 

• Use of the findings of the evaluation to design strategies for more effective parental 
involvement; and 

• Revision, if necessary, of the District’s parental involvement program. The District 
will involve parents in the Family Night activities of the schools served under the Title 
I program. 

 
The parents of children identified to participate in Title I programs shall receive from the 
Title I staff an explanation of the reasons supporting each child's selection for the program, 
a set of objectives to be addressed, and a description of the services to be provided. 
Parents will be advised of their children’s progress on a regular basis. Opportunities will be 
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provided for the parents to meet with the classroom and Title I teachers to discuss their 
children's progress. 
 
Each school in the district receiving Title I funds shall jointly develop with parents of 
children served in the program a "School-Parent Compact" outlining the manner in which 
parents, school staff and students share the responsibility for improved student academic 
achievement in meeting state standards. The compact shall: 
 

1. Describe the school's responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction 
in a supportive and effective learning environment enabling children in the Title I 
program to meet the state's academic achievement standards; 

2. Indicate the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their 
children's learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, 
volunteering in the classroom, and participating, as appropriate, in decisions related 
to their child's education and positive use of extracurricular time; and  

3. Address the importance of parent-teacher communication on an on-going basis, with 
at minimum, parent-teacher conferences, frequent reports to parents, and 
reasonable access to staff. 
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