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Dear WAHS Seniors and Guardians, 
 
It is important that you read this full document!  There are many details for Commencement that you will need to 
know before your arrival. 
 

Final Classes, Returning Books, Chromebooks, Chargers, etc. 
 
The last day of school for seniors will be Thursday, May 21st.  Seniors will return their school-issued items on Tuesday, 
May 26th.  Students with last names A – M shall return their items from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Students with last 
names N – Z shall return items from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  All items must be placed in a bag with the student’s 
name on it prior to dropping them off.  Please place the Chromebook and charger in a separate bag.  Students will 
drive to the cafeteria entrance, and we will collect the bag out of their trunk.  For each book you return, please 
write the teacher’s name on a piece of paper and place it inside the front cover.   
 

Obligations 
 
Once we inventory all returned items, calls will be made to those who have obligations.  Please remember that all 
obligations must be satisfied to participate in Commencement and receive your diploma. 
 

Commencement Ceremony 
 
It is very important that you read this entire section.  Our modified Commencement ceremony will be held June 2 – 
4.  Each senior has been assigned a date and time.  You can find your date and time within the other attachment in 
this email.  We must stick with the assigned date and time.  We are planning on ten-minute increments between 
seniors. The senior will walk down the aisle and across the stage as their name is read.  For families who have more 
than one graduate, only four family members will be allowed in the building at any given time.  Please plan to arrive 
10 minutes prior to your assigned time. 
All seniors and guests MUST wear a mask in order to gain access to the building.  Masks will not be provided at the 
school. 
 
Below are the steps and important things to consider for our Commencement ceremony: 
 

1. There are three staging areas for our ceremony.  The senior’s vehicle in the parking lot by the high school 
office, an “on deck” area located near the high school lobby, and finally, the Auditorium. 

2. When arriving on campus, seniors and their guests must stay in their vehicle until it is time for them to enter 
the “on deck” area.  Seniors and their families are not permitted to congregate to take pictures on campus. 

3. How do we know when to exit our cars?  How do we know when to enter the building? 
a. To answer, I will use an example with three students, Student 1, Student 2, and Student 3. 

i. While Student 1 is in the Auditorium with their guests, Student 2 is standing in the “on deck” 
area with their guests and Student 3 is in their vehicle in the parking lot.  The security 
personnel located at the “on deck” area will instruct Student 2 and their guests to enter the 
building through the high school office as Student 1 and their guests exit through the high 
school lobby.  Once Student 1 and guests enter their vehicle, Student 3 and guests move to 
the “on deck” area.  We will repeat this process for all students. 

b. To accomplish this, seniors must remember the two students in front of them in the lineup. 
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4. Guests will enter the Auditorium using the doors on the right.  Up to two guests will be allowed on the stage,  
all other guests will remain in the area towards the front of the stage to take pictures.  Any guests on stage 
must be appropriately dressed, as they will be captured in our Commencement video.   

5. The senior will enter the Auditorium using the left set of doors.  Please ensure that your tassel is on your 
right. 

6. The senior will move to an “X” on the floor near the back of the Auditorium.  It is here that the senior may 
remove his/her mask and wait for a cue to begin walking. 

7. We will play “Pomp and Circumstance” while the senior walks down the aisle towards the stage.  The senior 
will stop on the “X” before the steps and wait until the music stops.   

8. When given a cue from Mr. Jewell, the senior will walk up the steps and across the stage towards the table 
where they will receive their diploma from a family member.  The senior’s name will be read as they walk to 
the table.   

9. After receiving their diploma, the senior and up to two guests will pose for a picture to be taken by Clark’s 
Studio.  Information on purchasing these pictures will be distributed at Commencement. 

10. The senior will then move to the next “X” on the stage where they will be given a verbal cue to turn their 
tassel from right to left.  The student will also be given a cue to throw their cap.  Each senior will retrieve 
their cap. 

11. Seniors and all guests will exit the Auditorium via stage left and through the maintenance hallway, which 
leads to the high school lobby.   

12. NHS stoles may be returned for a refund at a later date and time to be determined.   
 
Since we are recording each “mini ceremony”, is vital that students follow the procedures above to allow us the 
best opportunity to create a seamless Commencement ceremony video. 
 

Cap and Gown Instructions 
 
DO NOT iron your gown, it WILL melt!  Place it on a hanger at least a few days prior to your arrival and if possible, 
hang it up in the bathroom while you take a hot shower.  In keeping with tradition, we will not be decorating our 
caps.  If you decorate your cap, you will not be allowed to participate in our ceremony.   
 
A few days prior to June 2nd, we will post a video that walks you through the whole ceremony step-by-step.   
 
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation in following our guidelines.  In doing so, you are 
helping us make this a special moment for each senior while implementing procedures to keep everyone as safe as 
possible. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Yours in Education, 
 
Mr. Wright 
 


