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Riverside Community School District Acceptable Internet/Network Use Policy 
 
Students in the 21

st
 century live in a global environment marked by a high use of technology, giving them 

the ability to collaborate and make individual contributions as never before. Riverside students live in a 
media-suffused environment, marked by access to an abundance of information and rapidly changing 
technological tools useful for critical thinking and problem solving processes. Therefore, Riverside 
Community School District supports the use of technology to help prepare students as global citizens 
capable of self-directed learning in preparation for an ever-changing world. 
 
Riverside users are responsible for good behavior on school networks and Internet just as they are in a 
classroom or school hallway.  Communications on the network are often public in nature. General school 
rules for behavior and communications apply. 
I. Network Etiquette – Users are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette.  
This may include, but is not limited to: 
A. Honor the time and work of others. Do not use the network in such a way that your use would disrupt 
the use of the network by other users. 
B. All communication and information accessible via the network should be assumed to be private 
property.  Do not trespass or alter other’s folders, work or files. 
C. Be Polite. Do not write or send abusive messages or pictures to others.  
D. Use appropriate language.  Do not swear or use any offensive language. 
E. Protect your identity. Do not reveal your personal information or that of other people. 
F. Delete unwanted messages immediately. This would include all messages which might contain a virus. 
G. Note that Internet communication is not guaranteed to be private. Messages relating to or in support of 
illegal activities will be reported to the authorities.  
H. Do not employ the network for commercial purposes. Do not take part in any electronic communication 
that would be unacceptable by the Board Policy or forbidden by the building discipline codes. Do not 
access any service via electronic transmission that incurs any cost. Any cost incurred through violation of 
this expectation will be charged to the student or staff member responsible. 
II. Vandalism – Vandalism may result in the cancellation of privileges. Vandalism is defined as any 
malicious attempt to harm or destroy hardware, data, or software of any computer system in the district, 
or those computers connected to the district via the Internet. 
III. Security of any computer system is essential.  Access to electronic resources is intended for the 
exclusive use by its authorized users. Any problems which arise from the use of an account are the 
responsibility of the account holder. Misuse may result in suspension of the account privileges. This may 
include, but is not limited to: 
A. Trespassing in another’s work or files. 
B. Giving out your password or the password of others. 
C. Attempting to login to another user’s account. 
D. Failure to notify the supervising staff member of a security problem. 
E. Loading or downloading software without permission. 
IV. Copyright Law. Riverside Community School District respects copyright laws and insists that its 
faculty, students, and staff do likewise. In general, every document, image, or sound is copy written upon 
creation, and may only be used or redistributed with the permission of the copyright holder. If you're in 
doubt about a particular work, assume that it is copyrighted! For more information about copyright law, 
contact the technology coordinator. 
V. Objectionable Content. The creation, display, access, transmission, reception, exchange or 
distribution of any text, image or sound that is indecent, obscene, racist, sexist, offensive or illegal is 
forbidden and users will lose their network privileges. 
VI.  Personal Devices.  People who use personal electronic devices (such as laptops, cell phones, 
iPods, iPads, Xooms, etc.) on school property and/or during school functions will be expected to follow 
the Riverside acceptable use policy. 
VII. Online communication.  Online communication and social networking is critical to our students’ 
learning of 21

st
 Century Skills and tools such as blogging and podcasting offer an authentic, real-world 

vehicle for student expression. As educators, our primary responsibility to students is their safety. 
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Therefore, expectations for a classroom blog, student email, podcast projects or other Web interactive 
use must follow the Riverside Acceptable Use policy. 
 
Access is a privilege, not a right. Access entails responsibility. Failure to act responsibly may 
result in a loss of access as well as other disciplinary or legal action. 
 

It is all staff members’ responsibility to educate students about appropriate online behavior; including 

interactions with other individuals on social networking sites/chat rooms, and cyber bullying awareness 

and response. This may be done in a variety of ways, such as once a year short training sessions, one-

on-one education with individual students, and/or via educational handouts. It is also the responsibility of 

all staff members to monitor students’ online activity for appropriate behavior.  

 
Network storage areas may be treated like school lockers. Network administrators may review files and 
communications to maintain system integrity and insure that users are using the system responsibly. 
Users should not expect that files stored on district servers or computers will always be private. 
 
The Riverside Community School District makes no warranties of any kind, whether express or implied, 
for the service it is providing. The Riverside Community School District will not be responsible for any 
damages users may suffer. This includes loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, mid-deliveries 
or service interruptions no matter the cause. Use of any information obtained via the Internet is at your 
own risk. The Riverside Community School District specifically denies any responsibility for the accuracy 
or quality of information obtained through its service. 
 


