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By Sawyer Sigler

HOLYOKE CO- Congratulations, Mrs. Powell! If you don't know, Mrs. 

Powell is our new principal starting next school year! The Junior and 

Senior high is her passion.  She was born and raised in Holyoke. This 

is where she went to school and she has had so many awesome 

experiences that she wants all the students to have when she is the 

principal. She is looking forward to going back to school, because 

?these last 2 months have been so hard not getting to see and visit 

with our students.? She is also looking forward to sources of strength 

and starting some new traditions at our school, and all the great 

things to come from the students. Mrs. Powell has been a staff member at the Holyoke Junior 

Senior High School for over 16 years and first time as the principal, so before she makes any 

changes she wants to talk to the teachers and students on their ideas, and thoughts. Since Mrs. 

Powell was the guidance counselor the school still has to find someone to replace that job. She 

does not know who is taking the job yet but the school is searching for applications. Mrs. Powell 

describes her leadership style as a leader by example. She is a listener and tries to be as 

transparent as possible. "Being a leader means to play a vital role in the school, and we all work 

together," according to Mrs. Powell. She is hoping that everyone is excited like she is and it will 

be a good experience for everyone. She is also excited to see how COVID-19 plays out and hops 

that it will all work out. One thing that you may not know about Mrs. Powell is that she is an 

excellent at driving a forklift and works with her husband in his seed business. She helps with 

harvest by driving trucks sometimes. Mrs. Powell says that her leadership style is that she is an 

example, ?I hope you see in me as someone who cares and supports students and staff, 

someone who is willing to listen, and someone who is passionate about this school and 

community.? Congratulations, Mrs. Powell and we are all very excited to see you again, and we 

can?t wait to see you as our principal. 

Our  New Pr incipal!



We Love Our Teachers!
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By Ben Kleve

Holyoke CO- Gridlock?!?! In Holyoke?!?! Yes, last Friday evening teachers from the district took their 
places around the block between the schools (6 feet apart) to be honored by our community.  The 
outpouring of love from our community, students and parents caused a 45 minute traffic jam 
around the block.  Some threw candy, some honked, most waved as teachers and students alike 
were moved by being able to see each other in person.  While it initially started as a way to show 
teachers appreciation for all they do, it quickly turned into a moment everyone will remember 
since it was the first time most of them had seen each other in nearly 8 weeks.   Everyone left that 
night with their heart just a litt le fuller.  Thank you to our amazing community for their support 
and our teachers for their true dedication to our students and our schools. You rock!



Mental Health 
By Elly Brown

2020 Phil l ips Count y Fair
By: Isaiah Ruet er

HOLYOKE CO- We are living in a difficult time right now however, there are things to still look 
forward to! The Phillips County Fair! The fair as of right now has not been cancelled or delayed. The 
4-h kids are working as hard as they would any other year, With their general projects as well as 
Goats, Lambs, Steers, Pigs, Rabbits, and Poultry. Nobody is quite sure how the fair is going to look 
but it is sure to be a great time. It will be nice to be able to get together again and see everyone and 
their animals and projects. I do Rabbits and Poultry in 4-h. Since there is a new Virus in Wild rabbits 
going around called RDH short for Rabbit Haemorrhagic disease. If you have rabbits please be very 
careful and sanitize. It can be carried on your shoes and on the grass. I personally can not wait for 
the 2020 Phillips County Fair, I cannot wait to see you there! 

HOLYOKE CO- Even though we have temporarily 
lost much of our normal lives, we have gained 
something-- more free time. Whether you see 
this as a blessing or a curse, it?s all bringing us to 
get to know ourselves and the people around us 
a litt le better. Now that we don?t have as many 
distractions, we can take each moment for what 
it is. You can take advantage of the time by using 
it to strengthen your mental health. For 
instance- writing or journaling is a great way to dig deep into your soul and be honest with 
yourself. Use the time to mend broken friendships-- even if the broken bond is with yourself. 
Realizing what you need help with is a great way to spend your time. Also making new friends to 
help you through day to day life is another positive thing to do. If you like music then you can 
find inspirational music to help you through whatever you?re going through. Now is the time to 
reach out to a counselor or someone you loop up to. Surround yourself with positive people and 
take the time to get to know your true self better. Live in each and every moment for what it is. 
Be content and love yourself for who you are because you are more than valuable. 



Mrs. Clayton
HOLYOKE CO- Mrs. Clayton has been a teacher at Holyoke for 11 years! Her 

classes have been  dramatically affected by e-learning. ?First and foremost, 

not being able to have in-class conversations, celebrations, high-fives, and 

providing individualized help has been really hard.  Second, I have not been 

able to cover as much content as I would like, however, we have been able 

to learn a lot more about a few things.  On a positive note, I have been 

pleased to see how hard students are working and persevering during 

e-learning.? I asked her if coming up with new assignments were hard or 

normal and she said that teachers are always coming up with new assignments so that part is 

normal but coming up with assignments that are manageable for students while working from 

home is a litt le more difficult. ?It is difficult to find a balance between being too easy and too 

hard.? She is thankful for the community supporting us with the mill-levy override so we are able 

to have 1-to-1 Chromebooks and the use of Google Classroom. Without this support and this 

technology, this would have all been extremely difficult. Around 75% of her students have stayed 

up to date with assignments. If Mrs. Clayton could do one thing differently, she would want to go 

back to March 12th and give every student of hers  a hug. I asked her if this is the strangest thing 

that has happened to her throughout her teaching career and she responded, ?Without a doubt, 

this is the absolute weirdest thing I have ever experienced teaching.  Each day has weird things 

that happen, but this situation takes the cake.  However, I hope each of us has learned something 

valuable that will help us as we continue forward in each of our lives.?

By Karlie Martin



Binge-worthy Animal Shows To Watch 
During Quarantine

By Layna Wear

HOLYOKE CO - This is Layna Wear and welcome to my 

animal corner where I show you three binge-worthy animal 

related shows to watch during quarantine. The first one is 

?The Incredible Dr. Pol,? Dr. Jan Pol is a vet out of Weidman, 

Michigan. He specializes in large farm animals, but he treats 

chickens, reptiles, birds, cats, dogs, and an occasional 

reindeer. Another staff member you see a lot is Dr. Brenda 

Grettenberger, she has worked with Dr. Pol since 1992, 

eleven years after Dr. Pol opened up his clinic with his wife Diane in 

1981.

The second show is ?Crikey! It?s the Irwins,? Terri, Bindi, and Robert 

Irwin carry on the late Steve Irwin?s mission to bring people closer to 

nature. The family allows viewers the opportunity to see them take 

care of the more than 1,200 animals in the Australia Zoo, as well as 

being able to go on high-level expeditions around the world and 

overseeing a world-class, the largest of its kind in the world, animal 

hospital.

The third show is ?Secrets of the Zoo,? in one of the most popular zoos 

in the US, the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium in Ohio, along with its 

conservation park, The Wilds houses 10,000 different animals on 1,200 

acres. It also serves as the part-time home of a beloved wildlife guru, 

Jack Hanna. The zoo takes you behind the scenes to experience what 

you can?t in person, compelling and heartwarming stories, adventures, 

and behind-the-scenes moments. It shows the legions of workers who 

create unforgettable bonds with the animals, and wildlife in the zoo 

and conservation park.

I like all of these shows because I can learn something as well as eat 

popcorn and binge watch TV.


	Issue 23
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5


