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May 12, 2020 
 
Jersey 100 Students, Parents, and Guardians: 
 
As we wrap up our first experience in remote education, I would like to say how extremely proud I am of our                      
students, parents, and staff. 
 
Over the past couple of months our country, states, and communities have witnessed many different views of how to                   
handle the unforeseen aftermath of the outbreak of COVID-19. As we tread through these disappointing times we                 
have been scared and certainly second guessed decisions from the national and state level. The latest guidance for                  
all school districts from the state level is that, “Districts should consult with local public health departments, law                  
enforcement, and legal counsel in planning any in-person events.” 
 
The District has consulted with these agencies to come up with decisions that satisfy our state mandates and keep                   
our community safe. Each community is analyzing what is best for its people and the decisions will differ and                   
cannot be fairly compared due to the unique characteristics of each community. This directive from the state is not a                    
one-size-fits-all plan and while it might not fit our community, we must abide by the guidelines. With today’s press                   
coverage and social media access it is very easy to pass judgement or second guess the decisions of everyone                   
involved as they attempt to do what is safest in the reopening of all the things we have had taken from us and taken                        
for granted until this outbreak disrupted our way of life. Furthermore, we are seeing at the national and state level                    
all over our country that people are disagreeing on the best way to attempt to get back to normal. The District is                      
receiving instructions from the Illinois State Board of Education daily, but some of the instructions are contradictory                 
and have to be carefully analyzed. Sometimes this makes it difficult to communicate accurate information in a                 
timely manner. As we finish our school year there will be directions from all of our buildings on everything from                    
homework drop off to graduation procedures wherein Mr. Breden and I will be handing out diplomas to seniors next                   
Tuesday and Wednesday, May 19th and 20th. (Please see Mr. Breden’s guidance document on diploma pick up that                  
was approved by all of our local agencies.) 
 
In addition to the announcement that we will have an outdoor graduation ceremony the weekend of June 20th, the                   
staff has been working diligently on a virtual honors banquet, a tribute video to the graduates and a virtual                   
graduation ceremony which will be released in the next few days. This plan to hold a graduation ceremony to honor                    
seniors a little later than the typical year allows us to appropriately and better celebrate the Class of 2020.  
 
We are happy to announce that Jersey CUSD #100 food services will continue food distribution through the month                  
of June with details to be announced later this month. Our staff and OPAA has served 64, 014 meals to our students                      
since our closure just over two months ago. We are proud of their hard work in assisting our students in getting the                      
nutrition they need while they are not in school. 
 
As we move into summer and brainstorm about summer educational opportunities for our students and as our                 
country and state gradually gets back to normal, please keep in mind that our number one goal will continue to be to                      
maintain a safe and healthy environment for everyone. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brad Tuttle, Superintendent 
#GoJerseyPanthers 


