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Portville Community Full of Compassion and Strength 
By: Thomas J. Simon, Superintendent
 I am so proud of the PCS faculty 
and staff.  I am so proud of the Portville 
Central School Community.  We are in 
the most difficult of times, but somehow 
every time I turn around I see smiles, 
joy, friendship, citizenship, humility, 
hope, hard work, and love.  Tough times 
bring out who we are, and the Portville 
community has shown its compassion 
and strength.  
 I fear, however, our most challeng-
ing times as a school community have 
not yet begun.  With state revenues 
plummeting, and local taxpayers facing 
both personal and communitywide bur-
dens too great to muster, we are in for a 
storm.  We anticipate that we will have 
to make significant cuts in our faculty, 
staff and programs to get through this 
crisis.  We could have to cut 20% of our 
State Aid…$2.5 million dollars.  Federal 
relief will be essential to mitigating this 
devastation.    
 It can be far too easy to think – “well 
they spend too much anyway.”  But, that 

would be untrue.  We are the lowest ex-
penditure per-pupil district in the entire 
57th Congressional District.  In part, 
because we have had the largest loss in 
the State Foundation Aid Formula (as a 
percent of our budget) in the 57th Con-
gressional District as well – stemming 
all the way back to the 2008 Recession.   
For us to spend what similar local 
schools are spending, PCS would have 
to spend approximately $4 Million more 
annually!  In fact, PCS is the 11th (most 
efficient) lowest expenditure per pupil 
district in NYS.  There are 732 districts 
in NYS. 
 In normal times. our efficiency is a 
beacon of joy and pride for the entire 
school community, especially in light of 
us being one of the highest (some years 
the highest) performing school district 
in the 57th Congressional District as 
well.  But, when bad economic times hit, 
we are disproportionately harmed by 
cuts in State Aid for a number of reasons.  
The first reason is simple; we have less 
“fat” to trim.  The second reason, when 

State Aid cuts have come in the past, 
we have been disproportionately cut in 
both total dollars and as a percent of our 
budget.  In 2011, neighboring schools 
spending nearly $4 million more than 
PCS had approximate state aid cuts of 
$400,000.  PCS was cut $1.6 million, 
10% of our budget!  The reasons this 
happened are complicated, but ulti-
mately, it was a result of the state aid 
formula and politics.   
 Our focus as a community over 
the coming months must be to lobby, 
in any way we know how, to try to get 
New York State to consider a district’s 
efficiency when making aid cuts.  Please 
go to www.portvillecsd.org, to see how 
you can help.  
 We continue to do more, offer more 
opportunities, get better results, and 
show more growth with less than nearly 
any other school in New York State.  As 
a community, you continue to be a bea-
con of efficiency, hope, excellence, and 
neighborly love and support.  With all of 
us working together – WE GOT THIS!

 Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order 202.26, the Annual Budget Vote and School Board Election has 
been scheduled for June 9, 2020, and will be held by Absentee Ballot ONLY. 
 The Public Hearing on this year’s proposed budget will be held remotely on June 1, 2020, at 6:30 p.m.  
Information on how to access the hearing will be posted on the District website at www.portvillecsd.org.
 Qualified voters* of the Portville Central School District will be mailed an absentee ballot together with a postage-
paid return envelope and instructions for completing the same. One (1) absentee ballot will be mailed to each 
registered voter in the District and to all individuals who voted in the last two school board votes. 
 Additional absentee ballots may be requested by any other qualified voters in the household by contacting the 
District Clerk by email at: vote@portvillecsd.org. To be counted, all completed absentee ballots must be received 
in the Office of the District Clerk by 5:00 p.m. on June 9, 2020.
 *A qualified voter is a person who is a citizen of the United States, at least eighteen years of age, a resident of the District for 
at least 30 days prior to the date of the election, and who is not otherwise ineligible to vote under the provisions of section 5-106 of 
the Election Law (e.g. a person who has been adjudged to be mentally incompetent by a court). 
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 The Board of Education of the Port-
ville Central School District, Portville, 
New York, HEREBY GIVES NOTICE that 
a Public Hearing on the proposed 2020-
21 budget has been adjourned due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  The Public Hearing 
will be held remotely on June 1, 2020, at 
6:30 p.m. on www.portvillecsd.org.
 AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that petitions nominating candi-
dates for the office of member of the Board 
of Education must be filed with the Clerk of 
the School District not later than May 11, 
2020, at 3:30 p.m.  The following vacancy 
is to be filled on the Board of Education:  
5 year term of incumbent James Tkacik.  
Each petition must be directed to the 
Clerk of the District, panderson@portvil-
lecsd.org, must be filed with the District 
Clerk at least 30 (thirty) days prior to 
the budget vote on June 9, 2020 (May 
11, 2020,) and must state the name and 
residence of the candidate.  Blank forms 
may be requested through the superinten-
dent’s office at Portville Central School by 
emailing cmcmahon@portvillecsd.org.
 AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that a copy of the statement 
of the amount of money which will be 
required for the 2020-21 fiscal year for 
school purposes, exclusive of public mon-
ies, may be requested by any taxpayer in 

the district beginning May 20, 2020 by 
emailing panderson@portvillecsd.org.
 The following propositions will be 
presented for actions by the voters:
 Proposition # 1   Shall the following 
proposition be adopted to wit:   Resolved, 
that the budget for the Portville Central 
School District, Cattaraugus County, 
New York, for the fiscal year commencing 
July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021, 
as presented by the Board of Education, 
is hereby approved and adopted and the 
required funds therefor are hereby appro-
priated and the necessary real property 
taxes required shall be raised by a tax on 
the taxable property in said District to be 
levied and collected as required by law.
 Proposition # 2   Shall the following 
proposition be adopted to wit:   Resolved, 
that the Board of Education of the Port-
ville Central School District, Cattaraugus 
County, New York, is hereby authorized 
to purchase two (2) school buses at a sum 
not to exceed Two Hundred Sixty Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Sixty-Five Thousand 
dollars ($260,765.00). And be it further 
resolved that the sum of not to exceed 
Two Hundred Sixty Thousand Seven 
Hundred Sixty-Five Thousand dollars 
($260,765.00), being the aforesaid maxi-
mum estimated cost or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, shall be raised by the 

levy of a Tax upon the taxable property of 
said School District and all other eligible 
legal fund sources; and in anticipation of 
such tax, fund sources and aid, obligation 
of said School District may be issued.
 AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that under Executive Order No. 
202.26 issued by Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo, voting on June 9, 2020, will take place 
by absentee ballot only using postage-paid 
envelopes provided by the school district.  
Absentee ballots will be mailed to every 
registered voter and voters from the last 
two school budget votes.
 AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that qualified voters of the School 
District shall be entitled to vote at said 
annual vote and election held on June 9, 
2020, via absentee ballot received 
by 5:00 p.m. on the day of the vote, 
to approve the 2020-21 budget.  
 A qualified voter is one who is (1.) a 
citizen of the United States of America, 
(2.) eighteen (18) years of age or older, and 
(3.) a resident with the School District for 
a period of thirty (30) days preceding the 
annual vote and election. 

  Dated: Portville, New York
 By Order Of: The Board of Education 
of the Portville Central School District
 By: Pamela Anderson, District Clerk

 The 2020-21 School 
budget reflects an increase 
of 2.04% or $380,046 from 
the prior year. Portville’s 
State Foundation Aid was 
held flat for 20-21, and it is 
anticipated that there will 
be a reduction in State Aid 
due to the COVID 19 Pan-
demic.  As a result of this 
Portville is currently show-
ing an overall decrease 
in State Aid of $108,245 
or 0.87%.  However, it is 
anticipated that there will 
be additional cuts, to offset 
the reductions the Fund Balance Allocation has been increased. According to the Tax Cap calculation Portville is eligible to increase 
taxes by 2.89% for 2020-21.  The Tax increase will be held to 2.50% for the 2020-21 Tax Levy.  The 2020-21 budget includes a 
capital outlay project of $100,000 for Elementary and Middle High School Gyms sound systems, video boards and scoreboards.
 A question may come to mind: If PCS is anticipating cuts, why is the budget amount increasing?  The answer to that is, if NYS 
obtains additional funding for schools to prevent cuts in aid, if PCS hasn’t included the potential spending for items that maybe cut 
we won’t receive the funding.  PCS would in effect be sending money back to the state.  When the cuts happen, as are expected, 
PCS will be under spending the budget.
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A question may come to mind: If PCS is anticipating cuts why is the budget amount increasing.  The answer to 
that is, if NYS obtains additional funding for schools to prevent cuts in aid, if PCS hasn’t included the potential 
spending for items that maybe cut we won’t receive the funding.  PCS would in effect be sending money back 
to the state.  When the cuts happen, as are expected, PCS will be under spending the budget. 
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Portville Central School District
Budget Trends
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Total Budget
(with Olean)

Between 2016-17 and 2020-21 the budget has increased a total of 8.17%, that is an average of 1.63% per year.              
The Tax Levy has increased 9.31% over that same time, an average of 1.86% per year.
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ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE FOR YEAR 2020-2021 • JUNE 9, 2020
BY ABSENTEE BALLOT ONLY, DUE IN THE DISTRICT BY 5:00 P.M.

                                                      ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE FOR YEAR 2020-2021  
                                                                                   June 9, 2020      
                                                By Absentee Ballot Only, Due in the District by 5 P.M 
   
BUDGET SUMMARY 2019-2020 2020-2021 

   
GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS   
Board of Education, Central Administration, Finance, Legal, PR 858,170 900,353 
Operational Maintenance 1,069,098 1,072,945 
Special Items 471,699 509,399 
Instructional - Professional Development 224,164 220,940 
Supervision - Regular School, Teaching 6,394,023 6,486,225 
Programs for the Handicapped 1,140,057 1,062,342 
Summer School 500 500 
School Library, Audiovisual, Computers 643,139 673,640 
Guidance 283,495 290,917 
Health Services 206,439 210,129 
Co-curricular Activities, Interscholastic Athletics 351,798 373,094 
PCS Pupil Transportation 865,094 893,969 
Olean Pupil Transportation 534,681 542,679 
Employee Benefits 4,011,818 4,196,239 
Debt Service 1,481,867 1,482,719 
Transfer to Other Funds 130,000 130,000 

   
GRAND TOTAL GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS 18,666,044 19,046,090 

   
GENERAL FUND REVENUE   
Interest & Earnings, Penalties of Taxes 16,000 16,000 
Tuition and Admissions 34,500 34,500 
Sale of Transportation Equipment & Other Misc Revenue 165,500 165,500 
Transportation Revenue 683,517 711,633 

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 899,517 927,633 
   

STATE AID   
Operating Aid    /    Basic Formula Aid 9,723,846 9,390,598 
Building Aid / Building Condition Survey Aid 1,220,003 1,260,334 
Software, Library and Textbook Aid 85,799 85,208 
BOCES Aid 1,360,184 1,545,446 

TOTAL OPERATING AND OTHER AIDS 12,389,832 12,281,586 
   

Tax Certiorari 0 0 
Transfer Employee Benefit 100,000 100,000 
Medicaid Reimbursement 50,000 50,000 
Unemployment 50,000 50,000 

Interfund Revenue (Debt Service) 24,381 15,748 

TOTAL 224,381 215,748 
   

TOTAL REVENUE OTHER THAN REAL PROPERTY TAXES 13,513,729 13,424,967 
Estimated Fund Balance-Planned balance to be on hand 07/10 400,000 750,000 

TOTAL REVENUE AND PLANNED BALANCE 13,913,729 14,174,967 
TOTAL PROPERTY TAXES TO BE RAISED 4,752,314 4,871,122 

TOTAL REVENUE AND REAL PROPERTY TAXES 18,666,044 19,046,090 

Budget 2020 3



Portville Central School
500 Elm Street, PO Box 790
Portville, NY 14770
www.portville.wnyric.org

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Daniel Wenke, President
Steve Andrianoff, 1st Vice-President
Chris Kloc, 2nd Vice-President
Ronald Lott
Thomas Rowe
Douglas Doty
Robert Colligan
James Tkacik
Cheryl Wood

ADMINISTRATION
Thomas J. Simon, Superintendent of Schools
Lawrence J. Welty, Junior-Senior High School Principal
Lynn C. Corder, Elementary School Principal
Pamela S. Anderson, Business Manager

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 30

Olean, NY 14760
ECRWSS

Or Current Resident

POSTAL PATRON LOCAL

"A Community of  Learners"

 

The 2020-21 School budget reflects an increase of 2.04% or $380,046 from the prior year.  Portville’s State 
Foundation Aid was held flat for 20-21, and it is anticipated that there will be a reduction in State Aid due to 
the COVID 19 Pandemic.  As a result of this Portville is currently showing an overall decrease in State Aid of 
$108,245 or 0.87%.  However, it is anticipated that there will be additional cuts, to offset the reductions the 
Fund Balance Allocation has been increased. According to the Tax Cap calculation Portville is eligible to 
increase taxes by 2.89% for 2020-21.  The Tax increase will be held to 2.50% for the 2020-21 Tax Levy.  The 
2020-21 budget includes a capital outlay project of $100,000 for Elementary and Middle High School Gyms 
sound systems, video boards and scoreboards. 
 

A question may come to mind: If PCS is anticipating cuts why is the budget amount increasing.  The answer to 
that is, if NYS obtains additional funding for schools to prevent cuts in aid, if PCS hasn’t included the potential 
spending for items that maybe cut we won’t receive the funding.  PCS would in effect be sending money back 
to the state.  When the cuts happen, as are expected, PCS will be under spending the budget. 
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Between 2016-17 and 2020-21 the budget has increased a total of 8.17%, that is an average of 1.63% per year.              
The Tax Levy has increased 9.31% over that same time, an average of 1.86% per year.
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