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Section 1116: Mellette Elementary Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

 
Vision Statement:  At Mellette Elementary School, we know that parents are their children’s first and most important 
teachers.  Parents are active positive partners in the teaching and learning process.  Their partnership is one that encourages learning 
at home and at school.  Each parent will blend into the school community as a parent volunteer.  Teachers involve every parent in the 
teaching and learning process in a meaningful way.  Mellette School will operate on a set of core beliefs and values that provide for a 
trusting relationship between adults and students. 
 
Goal 1:  Provide a family-
friendly environment. 

1. Parents are invited to an open house at the beginning of the school year and conferences 
during the year.  Parent-Teacher Conferences will include the classroom teacher, any specialty 
teacher, and parent(s). 

2.  Signs welcome visitors and direct them to the office where they are greeted politely.  Every 
visitor must check in with the office staff for safety reasons.   

3. The office seating area is inviting and comfortable.  Parents will receive assistance as soon as 
possible. 

4. Parents enter Mellette Elementary seeing students’ accomplishments through their work on  
display throughout the building. 

5. Parents are encouraged to identify the best way to communicate from school to home.  Ex. 
Phone call, text, email, etc. 

 
Goal 2:  Provide families 
with activities/workshops/ 
trainings that assist them 
in improving and 
supporting their children’s 
learning.  

1. During the Title I Family Nights, the school will provide educational workshops to assist parents 
in understanding the academic assessments used to measure student progress, programming 
offered under Title I, and instructional procedures used when working with their children. 

2. Parents receive Early Years: Working Together for a Great Start and Reading Connection 
newsletters monthly. 

3. When parent workshops are offered in the state or communities, mileage reimbursement is 
offered as an incentive for parents to attend. 

4. Educational games and activities are highlighted and parents are given strategies to assist their 
students’ learning during Title I Family Nights. 

 
Goal 3:  Provide 
opportunities for all 
families to volunteer and 
contribute both at home 
and at school. 

1. Parents are invited and encouraged to volunteer in their child’s classroom.  Volunteer 
opportunities include:  reading to children, helping with parties, field trip chaperone and 
participation, assist in classrooms, and help/visit the lunchroom.  Parents are encouraged to call 
Mellette Elementary School: 605-882-6385. 

2. Parents are asked to share their talents, culture, and job-related knowledge during a teaching 
unit relating to those known skills and needed information. 

3. Parents are encouraged to join PTO and be involved in monthly activities through that 
organization. 

4. Parents are encouraged to read to children nightly and assist in homework and study skills.  
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Goal 4:  Provide 
professional development 
for staff and parents on 
how to work together.    

1. Building goals to encourage and document teacher contact with parents.  

2. School information will be posted to the Mellette Elementary school website, available for all 
parents to access.  If a print copy is needed, one will be provided. 

3. Parents will have access to and receive a monthly report from National Association of 
Elementary School Principals (NAESP).   

 
Goal 5:  Provide parents 
the opportunity to assist in 
the planning, review and 
improvements of programs 
under Title I. 

1.  Parents are given the opportunity to give input and feedback through completing surveys 
disseminated at parent nights and conferences. 

2.  The Title I Director hosts an annual Title I Parent Advisory Council to review the District Level 
Parent Involvement Policy as well as encouraging feedback and input into Title I program planning.   

3.  The school district will provide full opportunities for participation in Title I programs to parents and 
students with Limited English Proficiency, students with disabilities, and migrant families.  The 
district will ensure any information will be provided in an understandable format. 

4.  A public notice is placed in the local newspaper and on the District website in the spring inviting 
community members to provide input into the Title I programming. 

 
About the Process of Development of the School Level Parent Involvement Policy: 
This policy was developed by a committee of parents, teachers, and support staff.  Here is what we did: 

1. The team meets in conjunction with our Annual Fun Family Night where the policies are reviewed and input is encouraged. 
2. Families are invited to Mellette Elementary.  During the meeting, parents are encouraged to share their input into the Title I 

programming.   
3. This plan will be reviewed annually in conjunction with family nights. 

 
 

Resources for Parents: 
www.sdpirc.org 

www.starfall.com  
 

Watertown Curriculum Resources 
http://watertown.k12.sd.us/curres/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


