
High School Band

I will be uploading pdfs of music to our Google classroom. Each week you are to take a section 
of each piece, make a recording, and send it to me via Google class. If you do not have access 
to a webcam or video recording device, call my Google Voice number and leave me a voicemail 
of you playing.

Normally I’d be explaining our show concept to you in person, but we all know that isn’t 
happening. So, here it goes. Our show for next year is reminiscent of the past bands in Upshur 
County. The music we’re performing has either historical significance to our county or has been 
performed frequently by schools in our county. We’re starting with a very well known fanfare 
called Precision Fanfare. You’ve all heard it. We’ll then perform a march titled March Yam. Yes, 
as in the Yamboree. This march was written in 1939 for the Union Grove band, and the 
composer would come to Upshur County during the Yamboree and would perform this song with 
a county-wide Honor Band. Then we’re going to play the top half to Peacemaker. Yes, I know 
that we played this for concert contest this year. The reason behind me choosing this is two-fold. 
First, it’s got historical relevance in that it’s been performed by just about every school in our 
county on the football field. Second, given the uncertainty of the future, I needed to pick 
something that we could whip into shape real quickly. After Peacemaker we’re going to perform 
an except from Strategic Air Command. SAC is a fan favorite of the “Fightin’ Texas Aggie Band.” 
I was informed by a local Upshur County band historian that this piece was frequently played by 
bands in the county in the 70s. Finally, we’re going to close with a piece a fanfare that was 
written for our band. Mr. Kelly Benntte, who has taught our tubas that past few years at band 
camp, is a pretty well-known composer (he has music published and sold all around the world 
and recently wrote a march titled, “The Quarantiner”) wrote “Big Sandy Fanfare” a number of 
years ago and we’ll close with that.

As we’ve talked, we have some amazing opportunities in front of us next year. Next year will be 
the inaugural UIL State Military Marching Band Contest, and all we have to do to qualify for the 
STATE MARCHING CONTEST is make a first division at the Region Marching Contest. We 
know from experience that while it’s called a marching contest, it truly is a playing contest first 
and foremost. Typically, we’d be spending the last month of the year roughing in this music, but 
without school it is very important that you do some practicing on your own.

Drum Major Tryouts

Drum Major Tryouts will be “held” on May 14. I put held in quotes because there will obviously 
have to be some changes in how we conduct these tryouts. Every aspect of this tryout will be 
done electronically, and I will be getting the judging rubric out to those wanting to tryout very 
soon. Tentatively, the tryout will consist of teacher evaluation (I’ll handle that by creating a 
Google Form that I will send to your teachers), an essay, a prepared portion consisting of a 
prepared drill, vocal commands, and conducting, and an interview done via Zoom with hired 
judges and me. It’ll be very much like our tryouts in the past except without the unprepared 
aspect.

Squad Leaders



I will be choosing squad leaders very soon, and hopefully we can start some leadership stuff 
during May to get a head start on the summer and continue our momentum moving forward.

Zoom

I’ll be setting up some Zoom sectionals over the next few weeks and possibly even some Zoom 
Hangouts.

Band Camp/Daycare/August stuff

I have received questions on all of the pre-school rehearsals we have. I’m sorry that I have to 
keep saying this, but to be frank, I don’t know. I haven’t even started to make a calendar 
because we have yet to release a school calendar. Once we release the school calendar, I’ll be 
able to get a better idea on what we need to do in terms of rehearsals.

Instrument Return

All school-owned instruments must be returned to the school on May 27th, 28th, or 29th.



Intermediate Band

As was stated in the last packet, please sign up for Remind and Google Classroom as all of 
your classwork will be in Google Class.

Very shortly, I’ll be posting some music in Google Class for you to work on. Each week you’ll 
need to submit a recording either via Google Class or my Google Voice number for those that 
don’t have access to a webcam or video recording device. My Google Voice number is (903) 
636-3865.

Also, starting May 5th, I will be hosting a Zoom meeting every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. to teach 
you some new things that you haven’t yet learned that will make learning this new music easier. 
The Zoom invitations will be sent via Remind and Google Class; so, once again, signing up for 
these is very important.

Band Camp/Daycare/August stuff

I have received questions on all of the pre-school rehearsals we have. I’m sorry that I have to 
keep saying this, but to be frank, I don’t know. I haven’t even started to make a calendar 
because we have yet to release a school calendar. Once we release the school calendar, I’ll be 
able to get a better idea on what we need to do in terms of rehearsals.

Instrument Return

All school-owned instruments must be returned to the school on May 27th, 28th, or 29th.



Beginning Band

As was stated in the last packet, please sign up for Remind and Google Classroom as all of 
your classwork will be in Google Class.
On Mondays, I’d like for you to watch a YouTube live stream beginning band class taught by Dr. 
Selfridge. His Beginning Band stream is at 2:00 p.m. every Monday on YouTube. I will be 
posting the link on Google Class, and you’re assignment each will be to comment something 
you learned from either his live stream or one of his videos on your instrument.

Percussionists…. You can find videos that accompany your book here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DPYXg8iP2M&list=PL1407C980F6AC1622 We watched these 
videos in class. They are made by the same person who wrote your book. Watch those and play 
along with them.

Mrs. Johnson and I may be doing some Zoom meetings/hang outs soon, and we’ll post those 
invitations on Remind and in the Google Class so it’s very important that you make sure you’re 
signed up for those classes.

Instrument Return

All school-owned instruments must be returned to the school on May 27th, 28th, or 29th.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DPYXg8iP2M&list=PL1407C980F6AC1622

