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Dear Community Members: 
 
Since the Board of Education (BOE) approved the closing of Highland in March 2009 there have 
been regular committee meetings to review the configuration of the elementary buildings.  
 
The committees have included members of the community, parents, teachers, and other school 
personnel. 
 
Consistently, since January 2010, the Facilities Committee unanimously recommended a single 
elementary campus, UPK through 5.  
 
The Recommendation Rationale was first presented to the BOE at the January 2010 meeting. 
This same rationale was again presented by the committee to the Board of Education in 
January of 2014. Currently, the same rationale continues to be valid with the exception of 
number 8. The 21st Century/Extended Day grant was awarded to the Boys and Girls Club who 
uses our facilities to run their afterschool program.  
 

Recommended Rationale 
 
1. Provides the best opportunity for clear and shared focus for the elementary program. The 
focus will be formed around a common set of beliefs and values, creating a consistent direction 
for all elementary children in the district.  

2. Provides the best opportunity for sharing both curriculum and instructional resources.  

3. Provides the best opportunity for the alignment of curriculum both horizontally across a grade               
level and vertically between grade levels. Alignment of curriculum is essential to assuring that              
classroom instruction is focused on the learning standards.  

4. Provides the best opportunity for grade level collaboration and communication. Greater grade             
level teaming increases the potential for sharing and professional development among the            
professional teaching staff.  

 



 
 
 

5. Provides the most overall flexibility in adjusting for educational needs of students. This              
includes, but is not limited to, special education program options, early literacy interventions,             
ENL, and title one program availability.  

6. Provides the greatest flexibility for maintaining consistent class sizes when grade level 
student populations are disproportional.  

7. Has the greatest potential for having state of the art technology and related software and                
provides the easiest platform for continued updates and maintenance of the technology.  

8. Provides the greatest potential for consistent extended-day programming to be offered.  

9. Eliminates attendance zones and the shifting of attendance zone lines.  

10. Reduces the amount of transitions from school to school at the elementary level and 
provides the best funnel into the middle school.  

 

11. Helps reduce the potential socio-economic stigma associated with geographically based 
neighborhoods.  
 
12. Provides the greatest potential to be a totally up-to-date educational environment that is 
environmentally friendly and provides the best overall learning environment.  

13. Provides the best opportunity for a united Tonawanda community focused around parental             
participation at one centralized elementary complex over an extended period of time.  
 
In addition to the aforementioned rationale, we would also like to share that this consolidated 
campus will have seven more classrooms than the three elementary combined (currently there 
are 38 classrooms UPK - 5th grade and 7 special education classrooms - in the consolidated 
building there will be 44 UPK - 5th grade classrooms and 8 special education classrooms).  
 
Instructionally, we want to sustain the well-designed, innovative programs that students have 
become accustomed to enjoying. These include STEAM, non-mandated teaching assistants to 
support teachers and students, technology, and improvement services. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Beth Scullion Amy Edgerton 
 
Mary Beth Scullion Amy Edgerton 
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction Director of Pupil Personnel Services 
 
 
 
 


