
 

 

 
BJHS 7th & 8th Grade

May 11-15 
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

 

PBS Arkansas Shows and Times 

The Favored 
Strawberry 

What could be sweeter than a freshly picked strawberry? Scarlett and sumptuous, and grown on 
a crown of green, this masterpiece among plants begs to be savored. 

Reconnecting Roots  Portraying American life across the past six generations, this series exhibits the American 
journey of unbounded progress with the hope of understanding how exactly we fit in and why. 

Watching our Water: 
The Challenge to 
Keep it Clean 

From Colorado into Nebraska and Iowa and down to the Gulf of Mexico, what contaminates the 
water and what are some practical solutions to keep it clean? 

Tide  The tides are one of the Earth's most mysterious forces of nature, and have been harnessed by 
man for environmental, social, and economic uses. 

Expeditions with 
Patrick McMillan 

This series overflows with compelling wildlife and wilderness footage captured in the United 
States and beyond. McMillan's passion and contagious enthusiasm for the natural world is 
evident as he journeys across America. 

Engineering 
Everywhere 

Kids will explore food production problems related to population growth and the engineering 
process behind making ice cream.  

Nature  NATURE brings the beauty and wonder of the natural world into your home, becoming in the 
process the benchmark for natural history programs. 

Untamed  From black bears to eagles to opossums, “Untamed” takes viewers inside the Wildlife Center of 
Virginia with the aim to provide a perspective on natural and manmade challenges that wildlife 
face. 

Himalaya: Kingdoms 
of the Sky 

The Himalaya is the highest mountain range on earth. Here the air is the thinnest, the wind the 
strongest, the storms the fiercest. Yet extraordinary animals and remarkable creatures do make 
a home here. 

Earth Focus  An environmental news magazine that features investigative reports and in-depth stories about 
our changing environment and how it affects people around the world. 

America from the 
Ground Up 

America from the Ground Up was filmed on location at archaeological and historical sites 
throughout the U.S. and Canada. Join us in the search for clues to America's hidden history. 

All books need to be returned by May 15 to the book box located by Barton’s main entrance. 

This includes library books, class novels, rolling cart books, and classroom library books. 

Students, you will not receive your report card or schedule for next year until books are 

returned or paid for.  
 

***Not all learning opportunities require watching PBS*** 
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Literacy Corner  
1. Complete the required weekly reading passage and writing challenge. 
***This week you must do the Weekly Reading Passage and Writing Challenge*** 

● Required Weekly Passage:  
○ Each week complete the required reading passage.  Click here for the Google Form. 
○ To complete on paper go to page 6.  

● Required Writing: Thank You Writing Challenge 
○ Submit your letter on Google Classroom 
○ To complete on paper go to pages 7-8. 

2. Choose 2 literacy learning opportunities listed below to practice your reading, 
writing and communication skills.  

***ALL BOOKS ARE DUE BY MAY 15*** 

● Presentation: Time for YOU to be the expert!  Make a presentation about something you learned this week. Be sure to include 
facts and pictures. This can be done on paper, poster, google presentation, etc. You can present for family at home or video chat 
with family and friends for a learning experience for all. 

● Design an Advertisement: In Engineering Everywhere: Growing Up/Food for Thought, we learned about creative 
ways to make ice cream. Both Vincent, from JP Licks, and Ash Chan, from Churn2, discussed experimental flavors they 
have tried before, such as apple pie and coffee with doughnuts. What new flavor of ice cream do you think would be 
good? Design an advertisement for this new flavor. What will you call it? How does it taste? Who would like this flavor? 
Where can you buy, and how much does it cost? Share your idea with a family member or friend and find out if they think 
they would like to try it! 

● A Healthy Recipe: In Engineering Everywhere: Growing Up/Food for Thought, Caleb Harper explains all of the 
variables that work together to create a healthy plant: water, light, nutrients, etc. He called this a “plant recipe.” What do you think 
is needed for a person to be healthy? Create a recipe for a combination of variables that work together to help a person be 
healthy. You can include items used in the plant recipe--water, sunlight, and nutrients--but add other variables, as well. 

● Make a T-Chart: In Expeditions with Patrick McMillan: Sound, The Fullness of Nature, Patrick described the sounds of several 
birds and frogs. He also explained how environmentalists use sound to evaluate the health of an environment. Make a T-chart 
comparing the sounds he described to the sounds you hear in your back yard or neighborhood. What is similar? What is 
different? Would you say that your environment sounds healthy like the places Patrick visited? Explain why. 

● Rewrite a Song: In Reconnecting Roots: National Parks Progress and Preservation, we hear several songs that talk 
about preserving natural land structures. At the end of the show, the performers sang a song where they had 
rewritten some of the words of Woody Guthrie’s folk song, “This Land is Your Land.” Take a song that you know 
very well and rewrite the lyrics to explain the importance of preserving nature. 

● Interview a Family Member or Friend: In Watching our Water: The Challenge to Keep it Clean, we learn about the 
challenges that farmers have with finding ways to fertilize their crops without the nitrogen getting into the drinking 
water. One of the farmers says, “If you can make me better at what I’m doing, I’m in.” That means that he is willing to listen and 
learn from someone if it will help him be better at his job. Think about a skill you would like to learn or improve on. Interview 
someone who knows how to do that skill very well. Ask them how you can improve. 

● Write a story: In Earth Focus: Adaptation to Global Water Shortages, we see several examples of people who come together to 
solve a problem and make life better for communities. Write a story about a group of people who have to find a solution to a 
problem in their neighborhood. Remember to include all of the story elements. Where is the setting? Who are the characters? 
What is the problem they must solve? How do they solve the problem? What happens in the end? 

● Read an Article: Read the article, “Importance of Fresh Water” and answer the questions. 

● Create a Storyboard: In The Favored Strawberry, we explore the various ways that people grow strawberries 
around the country. Pick the location and method that you find most interesting and create a storyboard, or comic 
strip, to explain the process from planting to picking.  

● Journal Writing: Begin keeping a daily journal or diary on the current pandemic. 

● FREE Choice- What are your interests? Choose a topic and create a document, presentation or performance that will teach 
someone else about your topic.   
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Math Mania:  
Choose 3  math learning opportunities to build and reinforce your math skills. 

● Khan Academy: If you have internet access, it is recommended that your child utilize the Khan 
Academy modules with built-in instruction to support math learning at least 3 days a week. Select your 
grade level or type in the web address and select the GET STARTED button. (Counts as one each day) If 
needed students may select a different grade, regardless of age. 

5th grade math        https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-fifth-grade-math 
6th grade math       https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-sixth-grade-math 
7th grade math       https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-seventh-grade-math 
8th grade math       https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-eighth-grade-mathAlgebra I 

 
● A Cranberry Craving: On Thanksgiving Thursday Carissa ate some cranberries. The next day she 

couldn’t stop thinking about how good the cranberries were and ate seven more cranberries than she 
had eaten on Thursday. Each day after that she ate seven more cranberries than the day before. By the 
following Wednesday night she had eaten a total of 161 cranberries for the whole week. How many 
cranberries did Carissa eat on Thanksgiving Thursday?  

Carissa would probably get sick eating so many cranberries!.  If she were to continue this pattern each 
day eating seven more cranberries than the day before, on which day would she eat 499 cranberries for 
her daily total? 

● Ice Cream Scoop: In shops with lots of ice-cream flavors there are many different flavor combinations, 
even with only a 2-scoop cone.  With 1 ice-cream flavor there is 1 kind of 2-scoop- ice cream, but with 2 
flavors there are 3 possible combinations (vanilla/vanilla, chocolate/chocolate, and vanilla/chocolate). 

○ How many kinds of 2-scoop cones are there with 10 flavors? 
○ What about “n” flavors? 
○ Create a drawing that represents your thinking. 

 

● Puzzle Math: Use your math skills to find the value of each 
symbol and the ? in the puzzles to the right. 

 

 

 

● A Jar of Pennies: Start the activity by collecting a jar or a 
cup of pennies. Answer the following questions using your 
jar or cup of pennies that you collected: 

○ How many pennies did you collect? 
○ If you took two pennies out every day how many 

days would it take you to empty your jar? 
○ What about one every two days? 
○ What if you shared your pennies amongst 

yourself and three friends, how many pennies would each of you get? 
○ If someone doubled your collection of pennies, how many pennies would you have? 
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MATH MANIA Options Continued… 

● Brain Teaser: If the diagram to the right represents 250, find the 
value of each color. 

 

 

 

● Height and Shoe Size: The bones of the feet can tell a lot about a 
person. What do feet reveal about a person's height? Forensic 
anthropologists team up with law enforcers to help solve crimes. 
Let's combine math with forensics to see how. Create a chart that lists name, height, and foot length. 

1. Have some adults remove their shoes and stand with their backs against a wall and the heels of 
their feet touching the base of the wall. 

2. Measure their height. Record on the chart. 
3. Measure the length of the adult's left foot from the wall to the tip of the big toe. Record on the 

chart. 
4. Examine the numbers. Do you see a pattern? 
5. Divide the length of each person's left foot by his/her height. Multiply the quotient (the answer to 

the division problem) by 100. What do you get? You may want to use a calculator for this activity. 
 

The results of your calculations should be about 15, illustrating that the length of a person's foot is 
approximately 15 percent of his or her height. 

Find out the approximate height of some of your friends by measuring their foot and charting it on a 
spreadsheet. Use this proportion for your calculations: 15/100 = Length of Foot/x (person's height). 

 

 
 
 

FUN ZONE 
Choose 1 FUN ZONE opportunity for the week for  

Career Development, Keyboarding, CCT, Electives and Rotation. 

★ Get active- dance, do exercises, create an obstacle course, go for a walk or run.  
★ Perform- Write and perform an original song or dance. 
★ Play a family game (Uno, Heads Up, Battleship, Chess, etc…)  
★ Create a masterpiece- Paint or draw 
★ Cook a meal for your family  
★ Code with Code.org, Scratch, or other approved sites 
★ Play BreakoutEDU.com/Live daily at 1:00pm to win prizes (10 minutes) 
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THINK like a Scientist!  
● Pre-AP science must select 3 of the following choices AND read your choice of the two 

articles and answer the questions for the article selected.  (3 activities and 1 article) 

● Regular science must select 2 of the following choices AND read your choice of the two 
articles and answer the questions for the article selected.  (2 activities and 1 article) 

● Common Sense: In the video, Untamed: Bears, Mr. Ed Clark from the Wildlife Center of Virginia states 
that common sense works well outdoors if more people would use it. Bears and people are living closer 
together than ever before, which causes problems. Please identify and describe two to three common 
sense actions mentioned in the video that humans can take to reduce human/bear interactions.  

● Seaside Camping: After viewing Understanding the Tide, you and your family are 
planning to go camping on an ocean beach for a week. List some factors you must 
consider before setting up your tent site? Hint: You do not want to go to sleep and end up 
in the ocean. If possible, draw a model of the beach and 
where you would set up camp. Explain why you chose 
that location. 

● Frogs vs. Toads: After viewing, Sound: The Fullness of Nature Part 1, 
use a graphic organizer to compare and contrast frogs and toads. 

● Sound Exploration: After viewing the video, Sound: The Fullness of 
Nature, use your sense of hearing to explore nature. Find a quiet spot 
outside. Sit, close your eyes and listen to the birds for about five 
minutes. Record your observations in your science notebook. (How many different birds can you hear 
and see? Did you notice any patterns on the birds? Were there any stripes or spots on the head or wings?) 
Sketch any patterns you observed. Can you identify different bird species by their songs? 

● Water Challenge: After viewing, Watching our Water: The Challenge to Keep it Clean, explain some 
solutions farmers tried to ensure fertilizers and pesticides do not affect the potable water for their 
community. Which solution do you think worked the best and why? 

● Lab Analysis:  Read how Mary is investigating the amount of time it takes to prepare chicken alfredo for 
a different number of guests. (Page 18)  Mary's Meal Preparation Investigation 
(Google Form to submit answers available Lab Analysis Google Form 
 

● Engineering:  Build a paper airplane and then measure the distance the plane can 
travel when thrown.  Repeat 3 times.  How can you make the airplane travel further? 
(Hint:  different airplane design, different types of paper, adding mass to the 
airplane, etc.)  Be creative.  Make observations and collect data.   

 
● Reading Passage Choice 1:   Coming Up Blank:  The Science of Writer's Block  (Google Form to submit 

answers available Google Form for Coming Up Blank:  The Science of Writer's Block ) 
 
● Reading Passage Choice 2: Understanding a New Virus: Answers to Your Pressing Questions About the 

Novel Coronavirus (Google Form to submit answers available Google Form for Understanding a New 
Virus: Answers to Your Pressing Questions About the Novel Coronavirus) 
 
Reading passages can also be found at the back of this packet on pages 11-17.  Remember you only 
have to select one article but complete the assigned number of activities based on your science class.  
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English Required Reading Passage 
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 
 
The Myth of the Minotaur 
 

1     King Minos was famous for imprisoning the ferocious minotaur, a creature that was half man and half bull, in a 
labyrinth. He forced a neighboring kingdom to send human sacrifices for the beast. One day, Theseus, a fierce warrior, 
vowed to kill the minotaur and disguised himself as one of the young men chosen to be eaten. 
2     Upon his arrival at the royal court, Theseus and King Minos’s daughter Ariadne fell madly in love. She provided him 
with a precious piece of thread to unravel as he penetrated the maze.  Theseus slayed the minotaur, followed the thread 
out to freedom, and then sailed away with the princess. 
 
Dear Dad, 
Friday’s game was spectacular—my best game ever! When Paula passed the ball to me in the third quarter, we were just across the midfield 
line. I felt like Theseus inside the labyrinth with a giant wall of players surrounding me, but I spotted an opening and dribbled my way out. 
A defender blocked me, but I drove the ball into the net—goal! I hope you’re back home in time to see my next game. 
 
--Chelsie 
 

1. What impact does King Minos’s decision to send sacrifices into the labyrinth have on Theseus? 
A. Theseus kills the king and avenges those people killed by the minotaur. 
B. Theseus falls in love and kills the minotaur. 
C. Theseus becomes a fierce warrior and fights for his country. 
D. Theseus ignores the minotaur and trains to become king. 
 

2. How does Chelsie’s letter draw on a traditional literary theme? 
A. She compares the maze of the soccer field to the labyrinth that Theseus conquers. 
B. She portrays herself and her opponents as “good versus evil.” 
C. She uses the idea of a minotaur as a metaphor for the obstacle that goalies present to soccer players. 
D. She imagines herself as a warrior facing a mythological creature. 

 

3. How do the different structures of the two passages provide a more complete understanding of their shared theme? 
A. The Myth of the Minotaur is an informational text that provides historical facts that make it easier to understand 

Chelsie’s letter. 
B. Theseus’s first-person narrative gives a deeper understanding of what it was like for Chelsie to battle her fierce 

opponents. 
C. The Myth of the Minotaur tells the story of Theseus killing the minotaur in the labyrinth, while Chelsie’s letter uses the 

idea of a labyrinth as a metaphor. 
D. The Myth of the Minotaur is a literary version of the same story that Chelsie recounts in her letter. 

 

4. Which story elements are similar in both texts? 
A. Setting B. problem C. characters D. point of view 

 

5. Which traditional character type do both Theseus and Chelsie represent? 
A. the loyal friend B. the evil villain C. the beautiful princess D. the hero who perseveres 

 

6. How does Chelsie’s perspective on mazes likely differ from Theseus’s? 
A. Chelsie finds mazes confusing and scary, but Theseus understands they are a form of entertainment for royals. 
B. Chelsie finds the topic boring, while Theseus takes it very seriously. 
C. Chelsie takes labyrinths more seriously than Theseus and spends time training how to find her way out of any maze. 
D. Chelsie is amused and excited by the idea of them because she is thinking of them in the context of playing soccer, 

which is a game rather than a matter of life or death. 
 

7. The Myth of the Minotaur describes how King Minos imprisoned the ferocious minotaur in a labyrinth and forced a 
neighboring kingdom to send human sacrifices for the beast. What do these events reveal about the king’s character? 
A. He is cruel and afraid of creatures he cannot control. 
B. He is determined to stop the sacrifices. 
C. He is sympathetic toward the plight of the minotaur. 
D. He is a brave hero who rescues the imprisoned princess.  
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Required Writing: Thank You Writing Challenge 
Choose one essential worker you would like to write a brief thank you letter to. 
You will write the thank you letter in the attached doc on this assignment!  

Explore the lists of essential workers here and here. 

Review the format for a letter below. 
 

Dear (type business name or essential workers), 
 

You can include some of the following in the body of your letter. Write in complete 
sentences and in paragraph form please.  
Use the tab button to indent each new paragraph. No need for a space in between 
paragraphs. 
 

● Introduce yourself. (first name and age only) 
● Discuss your feelings about this “lockdown.”  
● Thank the essential worker for exactly what they do in their position. (Try not to 

just say “Thanks for what you do.” Be specific.) 
● Tell a funny joke, find an image, draw or make something and insert it under the 

letter to brighten the worker’s day. 
 

From, (or Sincerely or Your Friend), 
 

Signature (type your first name only) 

PLEASE use spell check and read over your letter before turning it in.  
I will be printing your letter and sending it to an essential worker! 
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Importance of Fresh Water (From ReadWorks.org) 

In the Americas, Asia, and Africa, there’s a special kind of forest. It’s rare, beautiful, 
and incredibly important to the animals and plants living there, and the humans who 
live nearby. 

It’s called the cloud forest. Cloud forests, like the name implies, can be found in the 
clouds on the slopes of mountains. Because they are often shrouded in warm mist, 
cloud forests are very humid and wet places. But that’s what makes these forests so 
valuable. 

Like rainforests, cloud forests experience rainfall, but they also capture water straight 
from the air. Water condenses on the leaves of the plants (sort of like dew on the 
grass in the morning) and drips through the canopy to the floor. If you stand in a cloud 

forest, you’ll hear the constant drip of water, even if it’s not raining. The water captured is pure and unpolluted, and flows through 
the ground into streams and then rivers. 

Some people call cloud forests “water towers,” because they are so important for providing water to nearby villages and cities. In 
the capital of Honduras, Tegucigalpa, four out of 10 people get their water from La Tigre National Park. That’s about 340,000 people 
drinking cloud forest water! And there are a lot of other big cities that get some of their water from cloud forests, like Quito, 
Ecuador; Mexico City, Mexico; and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

In Guatemala, most of the water comes from the Sierra de las Minas Biosphere Reserve. More than 60 permanent streams flow from 
the reserve downhill to settlements, villages, and cities. People drink the water, use it for cooking, and irrigate their farm fields with 
it. In Kenya, people rely on the water from cloud forests to provide electricity by harnessing the energy of rivers that flow from 
Mount Kenya. 

But it’s not just humans who rely on cloud forests. While they only make up 2.5 percent of the world’s forests, they are home to a 
stunning array of animals and plants. There are more species of hummingbirds in cloud forests than anywhere else in the world. 
Colorful birds, lizards, moss, and ferns live here; plus plants that grow on trees, called bromeliads. There’s even a bear called the 
spectacled bear, named for the markings on its face. It’s the only bear that lives in South America, and there are only a few thousand 
remaining because of habitat destruction and hunting. 

We don’t even know all of the plants, animals, and insects that live in cloud forests, yet we keep discovering new ones. In the 1990s, 
scientists discovered two bird species that only live in cloud forests. One is the Jocotoco Antpitta, or Grallaria ridgelyi, which lives in 
Ecuador in a small patch of cloud forest. Another is the Scarlet-banded Barbet, or Capito wallacei, which was discovered in Peru 
living on just one mountain. Scientists also discovered a new type of cow and barking deer in the cloud forests of Laos and Vietnam. 

As you can see, cloud forests are extremely special places. But they are also very fragile and face a wide array of threats. Local poor 
people clear the forest so that they can grow subsistence crops. They also hunt endangered and threatened animals for meat, and 
cut down trees to heat their homes and cook. Commercial farmers convert the land so that they can grow fruits, vegetables, and 
coffee beans. Cloud forests are cleared and turned into pasture for cattle. Building roads and gem mines also severely damages the 
cloud forests. 

Once cloud forests are cleared, the damage can be irreversible. The cloud cover, which is so essential to the growth of these forests, 
disperses. The soil degrades and erodes, washing down the mountain slopes. Many species vital to the ecosystem die off. What is 
left behind is a barren, dusty slope unsuitable for farming and unable to support animals, plants, or even people. 

You can think of cloud forests sort of like little habitat islands, bounded by other types of forests and habitats on all sides. Many 
species are unable to leave one patch to travel to another. Once one patch is completely cleared, many species of plants and animals 
can go extinct, without ever being seen or studied by people like us. Some of the plant species lost could have been a new medicine 
or edible crop. 

Scientists estimate that each year, 1.1 percent of the world’s total cloud forest land is cleared for logging and timber falling. But even 
more worrying is the threat of climate change. Cloud forests form at very specific altitudes and rely on certain temperatures to 
thrive. If world temperatures rise, cloud forests would have to move up to a higher altitude where the temperatures are cooler in 
order to adjust. Some cloud forests are on mountain peaks with nowhere to climb and would die out. Climate change could also 
lessen cloud cover, which cloud forests rely on to grow. Because of this, the rate of loss could double. 

As you can see, cloud forests are essential, providing water, food, and medicine to the people living in, around, and near them. So 
why would local people destroy them? To understand why, you have to put yourself in the shoes of a poor local farmer. 

Imagine that you have no electricity or gas to heat your home or cook your meals. You do not have an oven or stove, so you get 
wood from the forest to build a fire. You also need food, and you cannot find a job that pays enough to buy any. There might not be 
a grocery store anywhere nearby, either. Therefore, you clear some forest next to your home so that you can plant fruits, 
vegetables, and grains. You also hunt local animals to eat. You would probably be excited to have a road built through the forest to 
your village, so you can easily go to a nearby city, or reach a hospital if you or someone in your family has an emergency. 
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If only a few people did these things, it might not be a problem. But the population is growing fast, and when thousands of people 
clear the forest and hunt animals, it becomes a crisis. Scientists fear we might lose cloud forests altogether, along with the water and 
other services they provide. 

To combat the problem, some governments have designated certain stretches of cloud forest as protected, and it’s illegal to clear or 
log them. This can help preserve cloud forests against mining companies and large commercial farmers. But it can be hard to enforce 
these rules against local populations. To work with local populations of people is more effective, providing them with other ways to 
get food and energy so that they can leave the cloud forests intact. 

It is also effective to educate the local population on how cloud forests provide fresh water and what happens when they are 
cleared. For example, in the indigenous community of Loma Alta in Ecuador, once the people understood that the cloud forest is 
necessary to provide water for farms at lower altitudes, they worked together successfully to protect it. 

Cloud forests are too valuable of a natural resource to lose. With laws to protect them, education, and economic support for local 
people, we might be able to save them—plus the animals and plants they support—before it’s too late. 

© 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Comprehension Questions 

1. The loss of cloud forests is harmful to the surrounding ecosystem. 

What evidence from the passage supports this statement?  

A. When cloud forests are cleared away, the soil degrades and erodes. What is left behind is a dusty slope that is unable to 

support animals, plants, and people.  

B. Cloud forests live among the clouds on the slopes of mountains. They are often surrounded by warm mist, which makes 

them very humid and wet places. 

C. The Jocotoco Antpitta, or Grallaria ridgelyi, lives in Ecuador. The Scarlet-banded Barbet, or Capito wallacei, lives in Peru. 

Barking deer live in Laos and Vietnam.  

D. Commercial farmers sometimes clear cloud forests so that the land can be used as pasture for cattle. Other times, cloud 

forests are cleared to build roads 

 

2. Why might providing economic support to people living near cloud forests help save the forests? 

A. People living near cloud forests would be less likely to care about protecting animals like the Jocotoco Antpitta and the 

Scarlet-banded Barbet. 

B. People living near cloud forests would be less likely to clear away parts of the forest to try to support themselves.  

C. People living near cloud forests would be more likely to buy cars and build roads through the forest to drive on.  

D. People living near cloud forests would be more likely to buy gems dug from the ground by mining companies.  

 

3. What is this passage mainly about?  

A. how people in Tegucigalpa, Quito, Mexico City, and Dar es Salaam get their water 

B. the history of the Sierra de las Minas Biosphere Reserve in Guatemala 

C. the mining companies and commercial farms that threaten cloud forests around the world 

D. cloud forests, the threats they face, and what can be done to save them 

 

4. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Cloud forests are home to unusual animals, _______ spectacled bears and barking deer. 

A. previously B. such as C. as a result D. third  

 

5. Name an animal that is found only in cloud forests. 

 

 

 

6. How are cloud forests valuable to human beings? Support your answer with evidence from the passage.  

 

 

 

7. Are cloud forests too valuable of a natural resource to lose, as the author claims? Explain why or why not, using evidence from the 

passage. 
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Science Required Reading Passage Choice 1 Google Answer Form 
Article courtesy of Newsela 
 

Coming up blank: The science of writer's block 
By Maya Sapiurka 

 
Not being able to find the right word or continue the next part of a story is called writer's block. Recent research shows that both the 
"brainstorming" and "creative writing" portions of the brain are used in writing, suggesting that writer's block may be a "creation 
block." Photo from Flickr  
 
Writer's block is difficult to define. For one thing, no two people experience it in exactly the same way. Probably the simplest way to put 
it is that writer's block is the unpleasant state of being unable to write something.  
 
Writer's block can be a real problem when you have a paper to do. It can keep you from starting, or make you get stuck in the middle. 
What could be the cause of this problem? Is it just what happens when a writer runs out of ideas, or is there an explanation hidden 
somewhere in the brain?  
 
The Location Of Language  
 
The first step in finding the cause of writer's block is figuring out what parts of the brain might be involved. One approach is to look 
at where words come from in the first place. 
 
Language skills are associated with a very specific location in the brain: Broca's area. Broca's area is located on the left side of the 
frontal lobe, or front part of the brain.  
 
Broca's area is named after the scientist who first discovered that damage to this part of the brain makes people unable to come up 
with words. People with writer's block are unable to write down words. Therefore, their problem could also involve the frontal lobe.  
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The Broca's area of the brain is highlighted in this image of the brain. The Broca's area is located in the frontal lobe 
of the brain and is associated with language. Photo from Wikimedia Commons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can also look at writer's block as being unable to come up with a story, or move from one idea 

to the next. Most people who experience writer's block are not having trouble producing words. They simply cannot figure out what 
should come next. 
 
Measuring Brain Activity During The Writing Process  
 
There have been some studies that tried to figure out what areas of the brain might be involved when people come up with stories. In 
one study from 2005, a group of people were each given three words. Then, they were asked to tell a story based around them.  
 
Some of the people were hooked up to an fMRI scanner. These devices measure blood flow to different parts of the brain. The level of 
blood flow to a particular part of the brain shows how much mental activity is occurring in that area. In the 2005 study, scientists 
spotted a significant increase in activity in the prefrontal cortex when people were asked to come up with stories.  
 
This increased activity was seen not just on the left side, where Broca's area is located. It was also seen in the right prefrontal 
cortex, particularly in areas associated with making connections between different ideas. The ability to make such connections is a 
critical skill for a great writer.  
 
So when we speak of writer's block, we may actually be talking about a "creation block." Rather than being unable to form words, 
people with writer's block may be temporarily unable to make the connections between ideas that move us forward when we write.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
Highlighted is the anterior cingulate cortex located in the prefrontal cortex of 
the brain. This area of the brain along with the Broca's area show increased 
activity during creative writing. Photo from Wikimedia Commons. 
 
So we have an idea of where in the brain writer's block happens – but what can 

you do to fight against it? There is no pill you can take to make it go away, but there are some simple things that may help.  
 
Ways To Beat Writer's Block 
Here are a few ideas you might want to try the next time writer's block keeps you from finishing an assignment:  
 
Read someone else's writing. Studies have shown that people find it easier to come up with ideas when they are exposed to the ideas of 
others. Just make sure you are only inspired by their writing and not copying from it. 
 
Break the work down into pieces. If you can't get the introduction to flow the way you want it to, try something in the middle, then go 
back to the beginning later.  
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Try writing a rough draft straight through without stopping, and without going back to re-read what you've written until you're done. 
Some of it may not be great, but most likely a lot of it will be usable. At the very least, it will get you going.  
 
Plan breaks into your writing schedule so you won't get too tired to think. Go outside, chat with some friends or watch a cute animal 
video. Relaxing will make it easier to get back into the writing spirit.  
Don't put off starting. The more you put off what you have to write, the harder the task will seem and the more you will dread it. 
 
 Finally, it is important not to be too hard on yourself. Being stuck doesn't make you a bad writer or a bad person. Writer's block 
happens to all of us sometimes. 
 
1.   The author wrote this article MOSTLY to describe the possible causes of writer's block.  What does the author do  
      to explain these causes in the article? 

A. The author explains how scientists studied the brain by hooking people up to an fMRI machine, then 
              reveals how the participants felt during it. 

B. The author explains what writer's block feels like, then emphasizes how important it is to try to prevent it 
             from happening. 

C. The author explains how writers can avoid writer's block by providing tips they can use while also 
             describing how annoying writer's block can be. 

D. The author explains how different parts of the brain are related to writing while also providing details 
             about a scientific study. 
 
2.  Read the paragraph from the section "Ways To Beat Writer's Block."  Finally, it is important not to be too hard 
     on yourself. Being stuck doesn’t make you a bad writer or a bad person. Writer's block happens to all of us  
     sometimes.  What is the purpose of this paragraph in the article? 

A. to predict that all readers will get writer's block in the near future 
B. to reassure readers that writer's block isn't their fault 
C. to encourage readers to work hard to get rid of writer's block 
D. to pressure readers to improve their writing skills 

3.   Which sentence from the article is BEST illustrated by the picture of the brain in the section "The Location Of  
      Language"? 

A. The first step in finding the cause of writer's block is figuring out what parts of the brain might be 
              involved. 

B. Language skills are associated with a very specific location in the brain: Broca's are 
C. People with writer's block are unable to write down word 
D. We can also look at writer’s block as being unable to come up with a story, or move from one idea to the 

             next. 
 
4.   Look at the diagram of the brain in the section "Measuring Brain Activity During The Writing Process."   Based  
      on information in this section and in the diagram, what does the diagram show about writer's block? 

A. It highlights the part of the brain responsible for making connections, which people with writer's block 
             may have temporary trouble with. 

B.  It highlights the part of the brain associated with language skills and producing words, which people with 
              writer's block are unable to do. 

C. It highlights the part of the brain responsible for motivating people to start writing, which can be a hard 
             task for someone with writer's block. 

D.  It highlights the part of the brain that receives increased blood flow when people get stressed, which 
              happens often to people with writer's block. 
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Science Required Reading Passage Choice 2 Google Answer Form 
 
Article courtesy of  Science World, May 11, 2020 Issue 
 

Understanding a New Virus 
Answers to your pressing questions about the novel coronavirus 

 
MAY 11, 2020 By Andrew Klein 
AS YOU READ, THINK ABOUT the challenges a population faces when confronted with a new disease. 

 

JIM MCMAHON/MAPMAN® 
Last December, a mysterious illness appeared in Wuhan, China. People began 
suffering from flu-like symptoms. Doctors studied them and found that the patients 
had contracted a previously unknown virus. That’s a nonliving particle that 
invades and reproduces in a living cell. The disease is now called COVID-19. 
Within two months, it had infected more than 75,000 people in China. More than 
2,000 of them died. 

The symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, muscle aches, sore throat, dry cough, 
and shortness of breath. When sick people cough or sneeze, they spray tiny 
droplets that contain the virus. That’s how it spreads. These airborne particles can 
enter the mouths and noses of people up to 1.8 meters (6 feet) away. The 

droplets also land on surfaces. People could touch them and then touch their face without washing their hands. 
That’s another way to become infected. 

 

 
ZSOLT CZEGLEDI/AP PHOTO 

SCREENING FOR SYMPTOMS: Airport staff in 
Hungary check the temperature of people returning to 
the country. 
 
COVID-19 causes mild symptoms in most people. 
And children seem less affected by the disease. But 
about one in six people with COVID-19 becomes 
extremely ill. In those cases, the infection can lead to 
dangerous problems like pneumonia. That’s a buildup 

of fluid in the lungs. Most severe cases and deaths occur in elderly people and those with serious health conditions. 
Some have weakened immune systems, so they can’t fight off the infection. 
Because of the outbreak, China quarantined millions of healthy citizens. They weren’t allowed to leave their homes. 
This was to stop the disease from spreading. Countries also stopped people from flying into or out of China. 
“Governments reacted the way they did partially because it’s a new disease,” says Kurt Williamson. He’s a virologist 
who studies viruses at the College of William & Mary, in Virginia. 

But COVID-19 still spread around the globe. At press time, nearly 890,000 cases of COVID-19 had been reported in 
203 countries. The virus had caused more than 44,000 deaths. “Everyone needs to be taking this seriously and 
doing their part,” says Williamson. “Even if you are healthy and feel fine, you should be limiting your interactions with 
others through social distancing.” That means avoiding places with large numbers of people and leaving more 
physical space between people. This could keep an illness from spreading. Other actions are also important. Wash 
your hands and disinfect commonly touched surfaces, including doorknobs and railings. Do this much more often 
than you normally would. Here’s what you need to know about COVID-19. 
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MERLIN TUTTLE/SCIENCE SOURCE 
Scientists think the new virus originated in bats 

and spread to humans. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
WHERE DID THE VIRUS THAT CAUSES COVID-19 COME FROM? 
 
COVID-19 is caused by a coronavirus. This family of viruses causes many diseases. They include the common cold 
and more serious respiratory illnesses. You may have heard of two of them, called SARS and MERS. 
Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they start in animals. It’s not uncommon for diseases to spread from animals 
to humans. In fact, several flu viruses came from pigs and birds. People might eat or have direct contact with an 
infected animal. Then they can catch these viruses. After that, the virus can mutate, or change, to spread from 
person to person. 

The first cases of COVID-19 seem to have started in a live animal market in Wuhan. The virus was discovered in 
humans late last year. Since then, researchers have been studying its genome. Results show that the virus’s 
hereditary material is like that of coronaviruses from bats. Even though these flying mammals might carry the 
disease, they don’t show signs of illness. “Bats don’t get sick like we do, so they can coexist with many different 
viruses,” says Williamson. 

 

DAVID PAUL MORRIS/BLOOMBERG VIA GETTY 
IMAGES 

VIRUS TEST: Medical professionals in San 
Francisco collect samples from patients at a 
drive-through testing clinic. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
HOW HAVE SCIENTISTS BEEN TRACKING THE SPREAD OF THE VIRUS? 

Public health scientists called epidemiologists try to learn how a virus like the one behind COVID-19 spreads. So 
they study patterns of infection. For example, when a patient is diagnosed with COVID-19, an epidemiologist asks a 
question. Whom was the patient around in the 14 days before symptoms appeared? This process is called contact 
tracing. It allows doctors to find others who might be infected. 

If people have contracted the virus, it’s important to find out early. If they know they have it, they can isolate 
themselves at home away from others. That can prevent new COVID-19 cases. Over time, this can stop the virus’s 
spread. 
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People can be infected with the new coronavirus and show no signs for up to two weeks. But they can still be 
contagious. That’s why the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended social distancing. The 
organization asked everyone, sick or not, to avoid close contact with others. Many state and local governments told 
people to stay home from work. They also closed schools and businesses and asked people to avoid large 
gatherings. Some hard-hit areas took even more steps. They disinfected public spaces, including subways, trains, 
and buses. 

 

MIKE STEWART/AP PHOTO 

HOME STUDY: Many schools across the world, 
including in the U.S., closed, forcing students to learn 
from home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ARE THERE TREATMENTS FOR COVID-19? 
 
Scientists are working on a vaccine. It would prevent people from contracting COVID-19. A vaccine prevents 
infection by training people’s immune systems to recognize a certain virus. Later, vaccinated people might come 
across the same virus. But their bodies could fight off the infection. A COVID-19 vaccine must be considered safe 
and ready for the public. But that will likely take at least a year, says Williamson. And because viruses mutate so 
fast, scientists might need to develop new vaccines for COVID-19 each year. That’s what they do for flu vaccines. 

At the same time, scientists are searching for antivirals to help treat patients with COVID-19. These medications 
keep viruses from functioning normally. Then they can’t infect more cells. 

COVID’S SPREAD 
The first COVID-19 case in the U.S. was reported in Snohomish County, Washington, on January 20. By March 17, 
all 50 states had confirmed cases.

JIM 
MCMAHON/MAPMAN® 

 
HOW CAN I REDUCE MY RISK OF GETTING SICK? 
 
Right now, there’s no vaccine for COVID-19 or medication to treat it. So the best defense against the virus is 
everyday preventive actions. Social distancing is important. So is washing your hands more often than usual. 
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An envelope, or outer layer, surrounds each of the virus particles that cause COVID-19. This membrane is made up 
of fats. Soap breaks it apart and destroys the virus. That’s why good handwashing is one of the best ways to stop 
the virus. It doesn’t matter if you wash your hands in warm or cold water. Just lather them up well and scrub all over 
for at least 20 seconds (see Healthy Handwashing). That’s about how long it would take to sing “Happy Birthday” 
twice. 

Will the virus disappear when the outbreak ends? Or will it come back each year, like the seasonal flu? For now, it’s 
hard to know, says Williamson. That may sound scary. But experts say it’s important to stay calm and do what’s 
needed to protect one another. 

HEALTHY HANDWASHING 
It’s easy to miss spots while washing your hands, as this diagram shows. So after lathering up with soap, be sure to 
scrub the entire surface of your hands. That includes the front and back, between your fingers, around your thumb, 
and under your nails. 
 

COURTESY OF NURSING TIMES 

COMMUNICATING INFORMATION: Use what you learned 
from the article to create a poster explaining how to lower your 
risk of catching COVID-19. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer the questions about the article “Understanding a New Virus.” 

1.  How does COVID-19 spread? 
a. Tiny droplets that contain the virus are spread to other people and surfaces by sneezing or coughing 
b. Unsafe drinking water 
c. Coming in contact with bats from China 
d. They are not sure how it spreads 

 
2. Where is the virus believed to originate? 

a. disease from cold b.  disease from animal 
      c. disease from certain cultures d.  disease from zoo 

 
3.  The term that describes a health scientist whose job is to track this virus is 

a. Virologist b.  Biologist  
      c.   Epidemiologists d.  Doctors 

 
4. COVID-19 is a virus and “because viruses mutate so fast, scientists might need to develop new vaccines for 

COVID-19 each year.  That’s what they do for flu vaccines.”  What does mutate mean in this statement? 
a. They return every year. b.  They change. 

                  c.    They spread. d.  They grow. 
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Lab Analysis Google Answer Form 
 
 

Lab Analysis:  Mary’s Meal Preparation Time 
 

Mary loved cooking and having guests over to enjoy the meals she prepared.   She set up a dinner 
party for 7 days.  Each day she prepared chicken alfredo,  but she invited a different number of 
people over to eat.   She wants to know if cooking for different numbers of guests will affect how 
long it takes her to prepare the meal.  The data table below lists her results. 
 
                      Number of Guest VS Time to Prepare  

Guests (Number of People) Time to Prepare (Minutes) 

1 25 

2 33 

3 41 

4 49 

5 57 

6 65 

7 73 

 
1.  What is the independent variable? 

a. Time b.  Guests c.  Chicken Alfredo d.  Minutes 
 

2. What is the dependent variable? 
a. Time b.  Guests                      c.  Chicken Alfredo d.  Number 

 
3. What is the relationship between the number of guests and the time required to prepare the meal? 

a. As the number of guests increases, the amount of time to prepare increases 
b. As the number of guests increases, the amount of time to prepare decreases. 
c. As the number of guests increases, the amount of time to prepare remains the same 
d. As the number of guests increases, the amount of time to prepare increases and decreases 

 
4. Based on the results shown, how much time in minutes do you think it would take to prepare a meal for 8 guests? 

a. 81 minutes b.  83 minutes   c.  88 minutes d.  Not enough information 
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