
Stuttgart School District –Home of the Ricebirds 
 

Dear Families and Caregivers, 

First, everyone from Stuttgart School District hopes you and your family are safe and healthy as 
you read this letter.  Thank you so much for your patience and understanding as we have 
been adjusting, like you, to the drastic changes in life over the last many weeks. We are extremely 
appreciative of our students, parents, and families for their flexibility and resilience during these 
trying times.  

With distance learning in full motion, our goal is to provide on-going educational opportunities and 
practice for students while school buildings are closed but also to eliminate as much stress as 
possible for students, parents, and teachers. This has been hard work that wouldn’t be possible 
without your efforts and support. YOU are truly heroes! We know you and your children are moving 
mountains to keep learning going during this time and we are so grateful for the support you have 
provided your children as we all have quickly worked to adapt to this entirely new approach to 
education.  

Your support and partnership have been critical in helping our students cope, remain safe, and 
learn— even as you have confronted enormous stresses of your own. Thank you for everything you 
are doing and remember that it’s okay if the learning isn’t perfect – don’t stress.  Some things you 
can do are read to your children, cook together, go on walks or drives and discuss things you see, and 
there are apps that provide daily discussion topics.  All of those things promote vocabulary and new 
learning.    Also, it’s important to take care of yourselves and your families which includes mental 
and physical health.  Everyone needs to take the time to do things they love such as yoga, walking, 
video workouts, riding bikes, practicing your favorite sport like fishing, shooting basketball, playing 
catch, or gymnastics. 

We are confident that our children will continue to meaningfully engage and progress during these 
times.  We know this is difficult as we all learn to navigate through this unprecedented time together. 
But we will continue to do everything in our power to support you every step of the way.  The list 
below details key takeaways and resources to help you and your family get through these difficult 
times. 

� Transitional Employment Assistance (TEA) is available. If you have children living in your 
home under age 18 or you are a teen parent, with little or no income we have benefits to 
assist your family. 

o Online application – www.access.arkansas.gov   
o Paper application – www.dws.arkansas.gov/src/files/Application-for-TEA-

Benefits.pdf 
� Parent Resources for Covid-19 - 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dfVqmuMbnR_1fnJ0a2sffRg6klGD915AG4wqkEkTg
vk/edit?usp=sharing  

� Take care of yourself and your family.  Take some alone time for yourself, connect with 
friends in social distancing approved methods, do things you love, and most of all LAUGH 
and have fun!  All of these promote mental and physical well-being. 

� Reach out to teachers, administrators, or other families for help.  We all need a support team 
during these unprecedented times.   Everyone is very willing to help no matter how big, 
small, easy or hard!  (school work, food needs, or emotional support, etc. -  assistance is 
available)    

Stay strong! Stay healthy! 
Sincerely, 
James O’Neal 
Director of Educational Pupil Services 


