
Slate Valley Unified Union School District 

Finance Committee Meeting 

Monday, April 6, 2020 

Virtual Meeting 

5:30 pm 

Approved Minutes 

 

Attending Virtually: Brooke Olsen-Farrell, Casey O’Meara, Glen Cousineau, Rebeckah St. Peter, 

Chris Cole, Cheryl Scarzello, Tim Smith, Kris Benway, Rick Wilson 

 

Call to Order: Brooke Olsen-Farrell called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.  Since this is the first 

meeting of the Finance Committee since the reorganization we need to elect a Chair for this committee.  

Tim Smith nominated Glen Cousineau to Chair this committee, this was seconded by Rick Wilson.  No 

discussion. Motion Carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda:   Tim Smith made a motion to approve the Agenda, this was seconded by 

Rebekah St. Peter.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes - February 10, 2020:   Glen Cousineau made a motion to approve the minutes of 

February 10, 2020 with  no corrections; this was seconded by Tim Smith.  Motion carried. 1 Abstention 

(Tim Smith). 

 

FY 20 Budget Update: Cheryl Scarzello gave an update on the FY 20 budget. Cheryl explained that 

doing a forecast at this point was difficult due the uncertainty of so much of the budget.  It is hard to 

project at this point what the impact on revenue will be.  She believes that revenue related to Special 

Education should be received due to the changes that are being made to student IEP’s and the hard 

work of the Special Ed staff ensuring that services are being provided.  The state has notified districts 

that Special Ed payments will be made as usual on April 15th.  If she has time she will go back and try 

to do some projections for the end of year FY 20.  We were seeing some increased costs in technology 

now trying to set everyone up for remote learning.   Glen Cousineau asks if we have some substantial 

savings in transportation since we are only using the buses for delivery of food.   Our to/from school 

transportation contract still needs to be paid for delivering meals.  We are not paying for Athletics, 

Special Education, Late Bus or Stafford buses.  It makes sense to continue paying the home to school 

bus contracts.  There also will be an adjustment for the costs of fuel as these costs are dropping 

significantly.  Tim Smith asks Cheryl for clarification on the salaries and benefits.  Cheryl stated that the 

state clarified it’s expectation that school district salary and benefits would be paid for the rest of the 

year based on contracted hours.  Administration will be  asking staff to go back and complete  

timesheets for hours that are actually being worked.  The district is in the process of implementing 

FrontLine Time and Attendance.  Since FrontLine Time and Attendance is still being set up a Google 

spreadsheet will be sent out to all hourly staff so that they can start recording the amount of time staff 

are working.  Tim Smith wondered if the last expected payment to the district in terms of Education 

Spending grant would be impacted by whether or not taxpayers pay their May/June tax bills?  Cheryl 

said that Brad James from AOE doesn’t see any problem with the state paying its final payment from 

the Education Fund.  Cheryl is hopeful that towns will be able to make their final payments.  There are  

penalties if towns don’t make their payments.  

 

FY 21 Budget Update: Cheryl stated that the district had warned a budget for vote in April with an 

increase of 2.99% per equalized pupil.  Due to the state of emergency the warning had to be rescinded.  

The Administrators feel we should put the same budget out again.  Tim Smith feels we should put out 

the same or a similar budget.  He wonders if the number of equalized pupils would change.  Cheryl said 



that number will not change.  Glen Cousineau agrees with Tim, stay with the same budget.  The 

economic picture is tough for all and is going to take a while to recover.  Rebeckah is also in favor of 

sending out the same budget.  Rebeckah wondered if we could tag on to the mailing that Benson is 

going to put back out.  Cheryl stated we have to do all districts at the same time.  Brooke noted that we 

are having Josh try to get out more positive press about remote learning and all that is happening.  

Glen mentioned that Orwell’s taxpayers receive mail from 4 different post offices, the towns of Orwell, 

Shoreham, Brandon. 

Tim asks for clarification about the ability to borrow up to 87% of last year’s budget that could be 

borrowed to start up schools.   Our first Education Fund payment comes from the state in September.   

 

FSMC RFP Update: We received two bids, one from Abby Group and one from Cafe Services.   Cheryl 

will be sending the proposals out to the Food Service Advisory Committee.  The committee will score 

the RFPs and make a recommendation of the committee to the May 4, 2020 Board Meeting.  The 

committee is made up of a board member, administrators, staff, parents and students. 

 

Warrants: Cheryl provided a summary to the Finance Committee members of the warrants.  The 

Finance Committee will bring the warrants to the  Board for action.  All Finance committee members 

were in favor of doing this.   

 

Agenda Building: 

● Budget 

● Possibly warn a budget, based on the situation? 

● Warrants 

● Food Service RFP (Cheryl to bring Summary to the Finance Committee of which company to 

recommend), Finance Committee to make recommendation to the full Board. 

● Discuss further Mail in ballot. 

 

Other: None 

 

Adjourn: Tim Smith made a motion to adjourn at 6:24 p.m., this was seconded by Rebekah St. Peter.   

Next SVUUSD Finance Committee Mtg. - May 4th - Virtual Meeting 

 

 


