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Dear Seniors and Parents/Guardians, 
 
The spring 2020 semester is ending in a way none of us could have imagined. The last couple of months 
of a senior year should be one of the most enjoyable times of your lives. Unfortunately, with the 
coronavirus pandemic taking over our country and the Governor issuing stay at home, strict social 
distancing requirements, and school closure orders, we have been forced to change our plans. For that 
reason, JCHS is scheduling a graduation ceremony to honor you a little later than the typical year, but 
hopefully in a manner that can more appropriately celebrate the Class of 2020. 
 
Graduation: 
After several Governor issued Executive Orders and ISBE changes on what schools are allowed to do 
regarding graduation, JCHS is announcing that we are tentatively setting a new 2020 graduation date for 
6:00 pm, June 19, 2020 at the Snyders Sports Complex. If we would have inclement weather on that 
date, graduation would be held on the following day (June 20) at 6:00 pm at the same location. JCHS 
feels that moving the ceremony outside will give us a better chance to host the ceremony if the current 
restrictions are loosened. The number of guests allowed at the ceremony will be determined by state 
imposed restrictions at the time of the graduation ceremony. JCHS will provide more details as the 
ceremony gets closer. 
 
In the meantime, JCHS plans to conduct a joint Diploma pickup and Chromebook drop-off on Tuesday, 
May 19 (Last Name: A-L) and Wednesday, May 20 (Last Name: M-Z) from 11:00am - 1:00pm and from 
5:00pm - 7:00pm on both days. If those timeframes will not work for you and your family or because of 
safety concerns, please call the high school office to make an appointment. In addition to bringing your 
district issued Chromebook and charger back to school, please bring any books, novels, etc. that belong 
to school at the times listed. Diplomas will not be given to students on May 19 or May 20 if all school 
issued property is not returned. The diplomas will be handed out through a drive-up very similar to the 
event Jostens held when they delivered graduation materials a couple of weeks ago. District 
representatives will be wearing protective masks and gloves and, because of current social distancing 
requirements, we will keep at least six feet between district personnel handing out diplomas and the 
students receiving the diploma. JCHS is strongly encouraging all individuals to stay in their vehicle. More 
details will follow in the coming days. 
 
Additional Information Regarding Important Events: 
Prom - Unfortunately, due to the timing and the ongoing requirement for social distancing, we will be 
canceling Prom. 
Honors Banquet - We are planning on holding a Virtual Honors Banquet. More details will follow. 
 
JCHS realizes this is a very tough and disappointing outcome. Not one person in the Jersey 100 family 
wants the year, especially for our seniors, to end this way. All of the faculty and staff in Jersey 100 are 
very proud of you and know that each graduate will go on and do great things. 
 
Respectfully, 
Cory Breden 
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New ISBE Graduation Requirements 
On April 28, the Illinois State Board of Education altered their graduation requirements for current 2020 
seniors. The ISBE announcement stated: “There are more than 100,000 students in Illinois preparing to 
graduate from high school. They have plans to attend college, join the armed services and workforce, 
matriculate to high school. They are missing out on key life and educational milestones - dance/proms, 
commencement ceremonies, etc. - due to COVID-19.” 
 
Summary -  Regular Graduation Requirements vs. Modified Graduation Requirements for Class of 
2020 
 

Regular Graduation Requirements Modified Graduation Requirements for Class of 2020 

4 Years of English 3.5 Years of English 

3 Years of Math 2.5 Years of Math 

2 Years of Science 1.5 Years of Science 

2 Years of Social Studies 1.5 Years of Social Studies 

1 Years of either Music/Art/Foriegn 
Language/Vocational Education 

0.5 Years of either Music/Art/Foriegn 
Language/Vocational Education 

All students must participate in PE each year and 
graduates must complete at least 1 semester of 
Health. 

12th grade students are exempted from PE 
participation and Health requirements. 

At least 9 weeks of Consumer Education 12th grade students are exempted from consumer 
education requirements. 

Must participate in the SAT Exempt from participating in the SAT. 

Must pass an exam covering American patriotism, 
government, the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions 

12th grade students are exempted from the 
government and Constitution test requirement. 

 
4 Year College Requirements - From ISBE 
How will modified graduation requirements impact students who are college-bound? Each institution of 
higher education sets its graduation requirements and policies locally. High schools should encourage 
seniors to contact the college or university they plan to attend to determine if any flexibility is being 
offered, and districts should carefully consider possible implications of their grading decisions for 
college-bound students. The Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) and Illinois Community College 
Board (ICCB) are encouraging support and accommodations for students during these unprecedented 
circumstances and are requiring that a pass counts for transfer credit. This IBHE/ICCB joint guidance 
provides specific information about AP and IB course transferability. Successfully “Passing” second 
semester courses at JCHS will ensure that you meet requirements to attend a 4-year college. Student 
athletes should refer to NCAA eligibility to see if guidelines have changed due to COVID-19. 


