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Week 1 (May 4-8): News Article- “12-year Old Celebrates his Birthday at Home”
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Wednesday: May 6th
Read
Read the article “12-year Old Celebrates his Birthday at Home”


1. Read the headline title. What do you think this article is going to be about?



2. Read the article through once. What is the gist of the article? What is it mostly about?




3. What do you already know about the topic? How does this connect to what you already know?



4. What is new learning for you?


5. What is one piece of information that you found most interesting? Why?


6. Read it again. Circle the words you don’t know.

7. Choose 5 words you don’t know. Choose words you think will help you better understand what the text means. 

Use one of the strategies on the anchor chart to find out what the words mean:

1. Reread the sentence before and after to look for clues 
2. Affixes and roots: Look for prefixes, suffixes, or roots that you know
3. Look for familiar words within the word 
4. Substitute a word you know and see if it makes sense 
Last Resort: consult an outside source, a friend, a dictionary

	Word and Pronunciation
	Definition

	Word
	· Use one of the strategies on the anchor chart to tell what this word means in your own words.
· Use a dictionary (online or paper) to check your definition, add any necessary information to your definition. 

	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	



	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	






	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4
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Wednesday: May 6th
Read and Think
1. Read the text again looking the way the text is organized. Look at the subheadings. What information is first? What next? Why?



2. Read the text again. Think about the main idea(s) in the article. What are one or two things the author wants you to know?



3. Which details in the text help you understand the main idea(s)?



4. How does the way the text is organized help you understand the main idea(s)?




5. Are there any pictures or images in the article? How do they help you understand the key points the author wants you to take away?





6. What evidence has the author provided? How does this evidence support the main idea(s)?




7. Does the evidence seem reliable? Do you trust the evidence the author has provide? Why or why not?





8. Does the author have an opinion? How do you know? 



Thursday, May 7th
Think and Talk
Do the following with a family member/caregiver or you could even phone a friend:

1. Summarize the article for them. Remember in a summary you retell the article in a few sentences, including the main ideas.

2. Ask: 

· What do you already know about the topic?
· What is new learning for you?

3. Discuss and Write Answers: 

· What are you both thinking about now?




· Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?




· Do you think you can trust the information? Why or why not?




· What questions do you both now have?











Friday, May 8th

Write
Choose ONE of the following:

· Write a summary of the article. No more than four sentences and include the main idea.
· Choose one question to research further and write a new article to answer that question.
· Read other texts about the same topic and compare how the information in all of the texts is the same and different.
· Write a new article on a different topic following the same structure as this one.






















Quiz
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Week 2 (May 11-15): News Article- “America’s VetDogs”
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Monday: May 11th
Read
Read the article “America’s VetDogs”

1. Read the headline title. What do you think this article is going to be about?


2. Read the article through once. What is the gist of the article? What is it mostly about?




3. What do you already know about the topic? How does this connect to what you already know?



4. What is new learning for you?


5. What is one piece of information that you found most interesting? Why?



6. Read it again. Circle the words you don’t know.

7. Choose 5 words you don’t know. Choose words you think will help you better understand what the text means.

Use one of the strategies on the anchor chart to find out what the words mean:

1. Reread the sentence before and after to look for clues 
2. Affixes and roots: Look for prefixes, suffixes, or roots that you know
3. Look for familiar words within the word 
4. Substitute a word you know and see if it makes sense 
Last Resort: consult an outside source, a friend, a dictionary





	Word and Pronunciation
	Definition

	Word
	· Use one of the strategies on the anchor chart to tell what this word means in your own words.
· Use a dictionary (online or paper) to check your definition, add any necessary information to your definition. 

	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	



	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	






	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	









Tuesday: May 12th
Read and Think
1. Read the text again looking the way the text is organized. Look at the subheadings. What information is first? What next? Why?



2. Read the text again. Think about the main idea(s) in the article. What are one or two things the author wants you to know?



3. Which details in the text help you understand the main idea(s)?



4. How does the way the text is organized help you understand the main idea(s)?




5. Are there any pictures or images in the article? How do they help you understand the key points the author wants you to take away?




6. What evidence has the author provided? How does this evidence support the main idea(s)?




7. Does the evidence seem reliable? Do you trust the evidence the author has provide? Why or why not?




8. Does the author have an opinion? How do you know? 



Wednesday, May 13th
Think and Talk
Do the following with a family member/caregiver or you could even phone a friend:

1. Summarize the article for them. Remember in a summary you retell the article in a few sentences, including the main ideas.

2. Ask: 

· What do you already know about the topic?
· What is new learning for you?

3. Discuss and Write Answers: 

· What are you both thinking about now?




· Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?




· Do you think you can trust the information? Why or why not?




· What questions do you both now have?










Thursday-15th

Write
Choose ONE of the following:

· Write a summary of the article. No more than four sentences and include the main idea.
· Choose one question to research further and write a new article to answer that question.
· Read other texts about the same topic and compare how the information in all of the texts is the same and different.
· Write a new article on a different topic following the same structure as this one.











Friday, May 15th
Write & Quiz
Choose ONE of the following:

· Write a summary of the article. No more than four sentences and include the main idea.
· Choose one question to research further and write a new article to answer that question.
· Read other texts about the same topic and compare how the information in all of the texts is the same and different.
· Write a new article on a different topic following the same structure as this one.

Quiz
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Week 3 (May 18-22): Article- “Tokyo Summer Olympics Postponed”
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Monday: May 18th
Read
Read the article “Tokyo Summer Olympics Postponed”

1. Read the headline title. What do you think this article is going to be about?


2. Read the article through once. What is the gist of the article? What is it mostly about?




3. What do you already know about the topic? How does this connect to what you already know?



4. What is new learning for you?


5. What is one piece of information that you found most interesting? Why?



6. Read it again. Circle the words you don’t know.

7. Choose 5 words you don’t know. Choose words you think will help you better understand what the text means.




Use one of the strategies on the anchor chart to find out what the words mean:

1. Reread the sentence before and after to look for clues 
2. Affixes and roots: Look for prefixes, suffixes, or roots that you know
3. Look for familiar words within the word 
4. Substitute a word you know and see if it makes sense 
Last Resort: consult an outside source, a friend, a dictionary





	Word and Pronunciation
	Definition

	Word
	· Use one of the strategies on the anchor chart to tell what this word means in your own words.
· Use a dictionary (online or paper) to check your definition, add any necessary information to your definition. 

	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	



	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	






	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4
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Tuesday: May 19th
Read and Think
1. Read the text again looking the way the text is organized. Look at the subheadings. What information is first? What next? Why?



2. Read the text again. Think about the main idea(s) in the article. What are one or two things the author wants you to know?



3. Which details in the text help you understand the main idea(s)?



4. How does the way the text is organized help you understand the main idea(s)?




5. Are there any pictures or images in the article? How do they help you understand the key points the author wants you to take away?




6. What evidence has the author provided? How does this evidence support the main idea(s)?




7. Does the evidence seem reliable? Do you trust the evidence the author has provide? Why or why not?




8. Does the author have an opinion? How do you know? 



Wednesday, May 20th
Think and Talk
Do the following with a family member/caregiver or you could even phone a friend:

1. Summarize the article for them. Remember in a summary you retell the article in a few sentences, including the main ideas.

2. Ask: 

· What do you already know about the topic?
· What is new learning for you?

3. Discuss and Write Answers: 

· What are you both thinking about now?




· Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?




· Do you think you can trust the information? Why or why not?




· What questions do you both now have?










Thursday-Friday, May 21st-22nd

Write & Quiz
Choose ONE of the following:

· Write a summary of the article. No more than four sentences and include the main idea.
· Choose one question to research further and write a new article to answer that question.
· Read other texts about the same topic and compare how the information in all of the texts is the same and different.
· Write a new article on a different topic following the same structure as this one.



























Quiz
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Week 4 (May 26-29): News Article- “They Lived in a Factory for 28 Days...”[image: ][image: ][image: ]




















Tuesday, May 26th
Read
Read the article “They Lived in a Factory for 28 Days...”

1. Read the headline title. What do you think this article is going to be about?


2. Read the article through once. What is the gist of the article? What is it mostly about?




3. What do you already know about the topic? How does this connect to what you already know?



4. What is new learning for you?


5. What is one piece of information that you found most interesting? Why?



6. Read it again. Circle the words you don’t know.

7. Choose 5 words you don’t know. Choose words you think will help you better understand what the text means.




Use one of these strategies to find out what the words mean:

· Context: Read around the word
· Affixes and roots: Look for prefixes, suffixes, or roots that you know
· Dictionary: Use a dictionary
· Ask: Ask someone if they know the meaning of the word


	Word and Pronunciation
	Definition

	Word
	· Use one of the strategies on the anchor chart to tell what this word means in your own words.
· Use a dictionary (online or paper) to check your definition, add any necessary information to your definition. 

	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	



	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	






	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4

	
	





	





	Strategy Used (circle one):     1       2       3     4
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Wednesday, May 27th
Read and Think
1. Read the text again looking the way the text is organized. Look at the subheadings. What information is first? What next? Why?



2. Read the text again. Think about the main idea(s) in the article. What are one or two things the author wants you to know?



3. Which details in the text help you understand the main idea(s)?



4. How does the way the text is organized help you understand the main idea(s)?




5. Are there any pictures or images in the article? How do they help you understand the key points the author wants you to take away?




6. What evidence has the author provided? How does this evidence support the main idea(s)?




7. Does the evidence seem reliable? Do you trust the evidence the author has provide? Why or why not?




8. Does the author have an opinion? How do you know? 



Thursday, May 28th
Think and Talk
Do the following with a family member/caregiver or you could even phone a friend:

1. Summarize the article for them. Remember in a summary you retell the article in a few sentences, including the main ideas.

2. Ask: 

· What do you already know about the topic?
· What is new learning for you?

3. Discuss and Write Answers: 

· What are you both thinking about now?




· Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?




· Do you think you can trust the information? Why or why not?




· What questions do you both now have?










Friday, May 29th

Write & Quiz
Choose ONE of the following:

· Write a summary of the article. No more than four sentences and include the main idea.
· Choose one question to research further and write a new article to answer that question.
· Read other texts about the same topic and compare how the information in all of the texts is the same and different.
· Write a new article on a different topic following the same structure as this one.









Quiz
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Monday-Wednesday, June 1st-3rd 
[image: ]
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Quiz

Which sentence from the article shows how Jody Smith solved his problem?

») However, one Houston, Texas, boy's socially distanced celebration s turning out to be more memorable
than anyone could have expected.

®) He tumed to Twitter for a simple request: Reply to  picture of Brandon holding his hand-drawn map of
the world.

© Celebrations in the age of the coronavirus have forced people to tap into their creativity to keep the
party going.

) "He's had a tendency to be almost about obsessive about things that interest him for a few weeks or
months at a time,” Smith said.

Select the sentence from the article that suggests Smith's birthday request for his son spread quickly on social media.

») By the afternoon of April 11, "Brandon® was Twitter's No. 1 trending topic.

®) Whenever a new birthday greeting pings on Smith's phone, Brandon adds a dot.
© Most of Asia was still asleep when Smith first put his request on Twitter.

) "And it's made him feel so special," Smith said of Brandon.

Which answer choice accurately characterizes Smith's reaction to the response his Twitter post received?

») He felt disappointed that there were not very many responses from people in the United States.
®) He felt confused about how so many people had seen his post since he has few Twitter followers.
© He felt surprised and grateful that so many people took time to wish his son a happy birthday.

) He felt happy that his son received greetings from distant family members.

Read the following selection.
There were pictures of oceanside views from Trinidad and Tobago, shots of downtown Sao

Paulo, Brazil, and nighttime scenes from Istanbul. Even accounts like BMW in Germany sent
Brandon a birthday greeting from Munich.

Why did the author include this information?

») toillustrate that there were few messages from Asia
®) to show where most of Brandon's birthday messages came from
© toillustrate that Brandon received messages from all over the world

) to show readers where Trinidad and Tobago are located
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America's VetDogs pairs prison-trained service
pups with veterans

By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 11.11.19
Word Count 824
Level 940L

Image 1. Marine Corps veteran Al Moore recovers from his 18th surgery in July 2019. Kevin, his service dog, spent the night in the hospital
with him. Photo by: Dawn Moore/Washington Post

Last year, Al Moore was taking more than 10 different medications. They were prescribed to help
reduce the physical pain and sometimes crippling post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) he
experiences.

PTSD sometimes occurs after a person experiences or witnesses a traumatic event, such as fighting
in war. The symptoms can include nightmares, anxiety and depression. Moore's symptoms
developed over 30 years in the Marine Corps.

Now, his prescriptions have been replaced by a different medicine. Moore describes it as the most
natural remedy you can find.

Labrador Retriever Prescription

"We call him 'Kevin the wonder dog," said Moore's wife, Dawn. She pointed to the Labrador
retriever whose light brown eyes were fixed, as usual, on her husband. "He's always wondering,
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'What can I do for you?"

Kevin, a 3-year-old service dog with golden fur, wakes Moore up when he has nightmares. He
keeps Moore steady when he gets dizzy on stairs and even turns on lights for him. Kevin makes
Moore feel comfortable in stores and doctors' offices. Before, Moore couldn't go to certain public
places without Dawn.

"It not just saved my life, but my family's as well," Al Moore told prisoners at the maximum-
security prison in Cumberland, Maryland. A recent appreciation ceremony at the prison allowed
Kevin to reunite with the prisoner who trained him.

Kevin is one of 23 service dogs trained at the Western
Correctional Institution through a program run by
America's VetDogs. The organization pairs service
dogs with veterans struggling with PTSD. Sully,
former President George H.W. Bush's service dog,
who became a viral sensation at Bush's funeral, was
trained through the program at another prison in
Maryland.

Unconventional Heroes

Moore, who has endured 19 surgeries over the past 27
years, honored the prisoners. "You guys are my heroes," Moore said. "Heroes come from every
walk of life."

Sitting in the audience in the prison library, Herbert Wilson-Bey grinned. Kevin was the third
service dog Wilson-Bey had trained, raising the dog from the time he was a 6-week-old puppy until
he was more than 1 year old.

‘Wilson-Bey, age 44, grew up in Baltimore, Maryland. He's spent his entire adult life in prison for
crimes he committed when he was 17. Training the dogs has been one of his first real
responsibilities. He has never held a job, and he could not help raise his son, who was 3 months
old when Wilson-Bey went to prison.

The dogs stay with inmates 24 hours a day on weekdays. Then they spend weekends with
volunteers to become used to life outside prison.

"You are always working, but it is joyous work," said Wilson-Bey, who joined the program in 2013.
"If I put all my heart into this puppy, they are going to come out and be able to help someone."

He initially thought bonding with the puppies was just about teaching commands. Later, he
understood the importance of showing them love.

"Put the puppy on your chest and let it feel your heart," said Wilson-Bey, who wears a necklace
with a dog-paw emblem. "Let it lick your face, even if you might not like that."

All About Healing

The ceremony at the prison was the first time Moore met the prisoner who trained his dog. It was
also the first time prisoners could see their former trainees.
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Together, they celebrated the work between America's VetDogs and the Maryland prison training
program. It began in 2012.

There are six states with such prison training programs. Maryland boasts the most successfully
trained dogs, said America's VetDogs spokeswoman Sheila O'Brien.

"It's all about healing," said Robert L. Green, who
runs the state's correctional department.

‘When Kevin saw Wilson-Bey, the dog's whole body
started shaking as he wagged his tail. Wilson-Bey
crouched down as the dog nuzzled him.

Wilson-Bey told Moore, age 59, that Kevin helped him
feel better, too.

Three months after being paired with Kevin in April,
Moore slowly began going off his medications. They
often made him feel forgetful and disconnected from his family. He recently stopped taking them
altogether.

America's VetDogs is one of dozens of private organizations that train "psychiatric service" dogs.
The groups aim to help address the military’s urgent mental health problems. Yet program officials
have also faced questions about the effectiveness of their efforts, and who should pay for them.

It takes more than $50,000 to breed, raise, train, match and support a service dog trained through
America's VetDogs. Veterans are never charged for the service. The organization relies largely on
gifts.

During the ceremony, the inmates rose to give a standing ovation. The service dogs stayed calmly
at their sides.
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Read the following sentence from the article.

Kevin, a 3-year-old service dog with golden fur, wakes Moore up when he has nightmares.

How does this detail develop the article’s CENTRAL idea?

®) It explains the main purpose for having a service dog.

®) It describes the age and appearance of most service dogs.
© It explains that service dogs primarily work at night.

o It describes one of the services that service dogs provide.

Which sentence from the article would be MOST important to include in a summary of the article?

®) A recent appreciation ceremony at the prison allowed Kevin to reunite with the prisoner who trained him.

®) Kevin is one of 23 service dogs trained at the Westem Correctional Institution through a program run by
America's VetDogs.

© Sully, former President George H.W. Bush's service dog, who became a viral sensation at Bush's.

funeral, was trained through the program at another prison in Maryland.
o When Kevin saw Wilson-Bey, the dog’s whole body started shaking as he wagged his tail.

Read the following passage introducing Al Moore.

Last year, Al Moore was taking more than 10 different medications. They were prescribed to help
reduce the physical pain and sometimes crippling post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) he
experiences.

PTSD sometimes occurs after a person experiences or witnesses a traumatic event, such as
fighting in war. The symptoms can include nightmares, anxiety and depression. Moore's
symptoms developed over 30 years in the Marine Corps.

What does the author MOST LIKELY want the reader to think about Al Moore based on this introductory passage?

®) He was a hero during the time he spent in the Marine Corps.

®) He has a lot of physical and mental pain from his time being a soldier.
© He has physical and mental ilinesses that developed siowly.

o He spent too many years in the Marine Corps.

Which answer choice accurately characterizes Al Moore's reaction to having Kevin in his life?

®) He is proud of how he has been able to train Kevin to help others.
®) He is thankful for Kevin but hopes one day to longer need him.
© He feels extreme gratitude for the help he receives from Kevin.

o He feels great love for Kevin but wishes his family loved him too.
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Tokyo Summer Olympics postponed until 2021
due to coronavirus

By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.25.20
Word Count 631
Level 840L

On March 24, the Tokyo Olympics that were going to take place this summer were delayed until
2021. The announcement ended weeks of guessing about whether the games would go ahead as
scheduled. Concern over the coronavirus pandemic fueled the decision.

Coronavirus is a flu-like illness. It began in China and has been spreading across the globe since
December 2019. Health officials have been encouraging social distancing. This means staying
home and staying away from other people to help slow the spread of the virus.

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) issued the statement. The group consulted with the
Japanese prime minister and local organizers.

Prime Minister Abe Recommended Postponement
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The I0C said the games will be held no later than summer 2021. They will still be called the 2020
Tokyo Olympics.

The statement said the decision was based on information from the World Health Organization
(WHO). Also, there were conversations between IOC President Thomas Bach and Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. The I0C said that rescheduling Tokyo Olympics was necessary. They want
"to safeguard the health of the athletes, everybody involved in the Olympic Games and the
international community."

Before the announcement, Abe proposed a one-year postponement, and Bach agreed.

"President Bach said he will agree '100 percent.' We agreed to hold the Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics in the summer of 2021 at the latest," Abe said. He added that next year's games would
be "proof of a victory by human beings against the coronavirus infections."

10C Wanted To Go Ahead With The Games

On March 22, Bach said a decision on the games would be made in the next month. However,
pressure on the organization grew. National federations and sports governing bodies spoke out
against having the opening ceremony as planned on July 24. Athletes voiced their concerns as
well.

Four-time Olympic hockey champion Hayley Wickenheiser was the first athlete to speak out. She
objected to Bach's position that the games should go ahead as planned. Wickenheiser publicly
criticized the IOC.

After the announcement to delay the games, she posted on social media site Twitter. She wrote
that the decision was the "message athletes deserved to hear."

"To all the athletes: take a breath, regroup, take care of yourself and your families. Your time will
come," she wrote.

The decision to delay came only a few hours after local organizers said the torch relay would start
as planned on March 26. It was expected to start in the northeastern Fukushima region of Japan.
There was to be no torch, no torchbearers and no public. Those plans also changed.

"The flame will be stored and displayed in Fukushima," said Yoshiro Mori. He is president of the
organizing committee.

"A Beacon Of Hope To The World"

The Olympics have never before been postponed. They have only ever previously been canceled in
wartime.

Organizers will now have to keep things running for another year. They will need to make sure
venues are kept up-to-date.

"Alot can happen in one year. We have to think about what we have to do," said Toshiro Muto, a
member of the organizing committee. "The decision came upon us all of a sudden."

The I0C and Tokyo organizers said they hope the decision to delay will be helpful. They hope this
change will help the world heal from the pandemic.
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The leaders agreed that the Olympic Games in Tokyo could be an inspiration. The games could be
"a beacon of hope to the world during these troubled times. The Olympic flame could become the
light at the end of the tunnel," the IOC statement said. "Therefore, it was agreed that the Olympic
flame will stay in Japan. It was also agreed that the Games will keep the name Olympic and
Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020."
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Quiz

1 Read the following paragraph from the section “Prime Minister Abe Recommended Postponement.”

The statement said the decision was based on information from the World Health Organization
(WHO). Also, there were conversations between IOC President Thomas Bach and Japanese

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. The IOC said that rescheduling Tokyo Olympics was necessary. They

want "to safeguard the health of the athletes, everybody involved in the Olympic Games and the

international community."

Which of the following is an accurate explanation of what this paragraph means?

) The athletes told the 10C that they wanted to delay or cancel the Olympics.
®) The WHO told leaders that they must decide to delay or cancel the Olympics.
©) Leaders had many disagreements when deciding what to do to protect the athletes.
) Leaders worked together to arrive at a decision that would be best for everyone involved.
2 Read the section "A Beacon Of Hope To The World."

Which selection from the section shows that the IOC's decision is the FIRST of this kind?

(A)

(B)

©)

©)

The Olympics have never before been postponed. They have only ever previously been canceled in
wartime.

Organizers will now have to keep things running for another year. They will need to make sure venues
are kept up-to-date.

"Alot can happen in one year. We have to think about what we have to do," said Toshiro Muto, a
member of the organizing comittee.

The leaders agreed that the Olympic Games in Tokyo could be an inspiration. The games could be "a
beacon of hope to the world during these troubled times.

3 WHY did hockey champion Hayley Wickenheiser feel angry after Bach said the I0C would make a decision in the next month?

(A)
(B)
©)
©)

Wickenheiser believed it was a mistake to wait any longer to delay the games.
Wickenheiser believed that athletes had already prepared to go to the Olympics.
Wickenheiser wanted the games to go ahead as they were planned.

Wickenheiser wanted to send a message to athletes of the world.

4 What is the relationship between the coronavirus and the delay in the Olympics?

(A)

(B)

©)

©)

Some athletes have caught the coronavirus, and delaying the Olympics will give them time to get well
again.

People need to practice social distancing to stop the coronavirus, and delaying the Olympics will help
with this.

The coronavirus is affecting people in Japan, but the delay gives time to find a new place for the
Olympics.

The 10C is in charge of stopping the coronavirus, but they have little power to decide to delay the
Olympics.
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They lived in a factory for 28 days to make raw
PPE materials to fight coronavirus

By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.01.20
Word Count 770
Level 94DL

The Braskem chemical plant sits just off the Delaware River in Pennsylvania. On March 23, Joe
Boyce checked into the factory for work. It would be the longest shift of his life.

In his office, an air mattress replaced his desk chair. He brought a toothbrush and shaving kit,
moving into the factory in Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania. The casual office kitchen became a mess
hall for him and his 42 coworkers-turned-roommates. The factory's emergency operations center
became their new living room.

For 28 days, they did not leave, sleeping and working all in one place.

Month-Long "Live-In" At Factory

The "live-in" at the factory is just one example of the endless ways that Americans are helping fight
the new coronavirus. The 43 men went home April 19. Each worked 12-hour shifts all day and




image3.png
night for a month straight. They made the raw materials for the face masks and surgical gowns
worn by workers on the frontlines of the outbreak.

No one told them they had to do it, Braskem America head Mark Nikolich said. All of the workers
volunteered. They hunkered down at the plant to ensure no one caught the coronavirus, or
COVID-19, the new flu-like illness spreading quickly across the country.

"We were just happy to be able to help," said Boyce, a work shift supervisor who has worked for 27
years at Braskem America. "We've been getting messages on social media from nurses, doctors,
EMS workers, saying thank you for what we're doing. But we want to thank them for what they did
and are continuing to do. That's what made the time we were in there go by quickly, just being able
to support them."

One Of Earliest Links In Supply Chain

Braskem's company is one of the earliest links in the supply chain that make face masks in
America.

Nikolich said the company shifted to focus on making the plastic polypropylene, a key ingredient
in personal protective equipment. The company then sells the product to clients that turn it into a
fabric. Ultimately, medical manufacturers use the fabric for face masks, medical gowns and even
cleaning wipes.

Nikolich estimated that the two Braskem plants have produced 40 million pounds of
polypropylene over the past month. The amount is enough to make either 500 million Ng5 masks
or 1.5 billion surgical masks.

Proud Team

"It just makes you immensely proud to be associated with a team like that," Nikolich said. "They're
operating in a strange environment 24/7, 365."

Nikolich said the plants decided to launch the live-ins so employees would not have to travel.
Then, they could avoid having to worry about catching or spreading the virus.

"We tried to make them as comfortable as possible," Nikolich said.

Boyce said some guys brought video games and TVs, and even a cornhole set, to stay entertained.
They stayed active at the on-site gym and stayed extra busy in the kitchen. A skilled cook, Boyce
and others whipped up dinner for more than 40 people a night.

Before long, they fell into a routine like they were all in one enormous household, he said.

"We had to kind of adapt. We came up with a chart for housekeeping chores so we could all clean
the bathrooms and clean up after meals," Boyce said. "It wasn't long before we're all sitting in the
same spots at dinner."

Family Separation Was Hard

However, being separated from family got harder as time went on, said Boyce, a father of two
teenagers. Some guys counted down the days, and one missed the birth of his first grandchild.
Visitors were not allowed.
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So on Day 14, the families organized a "drive-by visit," Boyce said. The workers celebrated not only
being halfway done but also free of any signs of the virus, as no one during that 14-day period
developed even a sniffle. With a police escort, more than two dozen families paraded past the plant
bearing signs and cheering from the windows. They were too far away for a conversation but just
close enough "to give a boost to all the guys," Boyce said.

"It was something to see," he said. "Just a shout and wave was pretty much what we got, but it was
enough.”

They went back to work. The days blended between factory floor and conference-room bedrooms,
until finally, on April 19, it was time to clock out.

"We wanted to walk out as a team," Boyce said. "Everybody felt that way. It really hit me when my
car got a little ways down from the plant — I'm finally going to see my family."
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Quiz

Which sentence from the article shows the factory workers' MAIN problem?

) For 28 days, they did not leave, sleeping and working all in one place.

®) They hunkered down at the plant to ensure no one caught the coronavirus, or COVID-1, the new flu-
like illness spreading quickly across the country.

© However, being separated from family got harder as time went on, said Boyce, a father of two
teenagers.

©) They were too far away for a conversation but just close enough "to give a boost to all the guys," Boyce
said.

Which sentence from the article shows Mark Nikolich's MAIN opinion about the workers at Braskem America?

) No one told them they had to do it, Braskem America head Mark Nikolich said.

®) "We were just happy to be able to help," said Boyce, a work shift supervisor who has worked for 27
years at Braskem America.

© Nikolich estimated that the two Braskem plants have produced 40 million pounds of polypropylene over
the past month.

©) “Itjust makes you immensely proud to be associated with a team like that," Nikolich said.

What is MOST likely the reason the author included the information about the "drive-by visit"?

) to show that all of the workers did have families
®) to show how much the workers missed their families

© to show how much the families supported the workers

©) to show how difficult it was for the workers to see their families

Which answer choice accurately characterizes Joe Boyce's reaction to the messages he got from health care professionals?

) He felt motivated after receiving the messages because he often considered leaving his job.

®) He realized how proud he was of the work he was doing and it made him feel like he was being heroic.

© He appreciated the messages, but he was more grateful to the health care professionals for the work
they do.

©) He regretted not being home with his family, but the messages made him feel better about his decision.
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ELA Student Choice Menu Board

Select 3 of the 9 writing tasks here. Use a separate sheet of paper to record your answers or
write on a Google Doc. Be sure to include the number of activity you choose.

#1) Look up a news article on
timeforkids.com or on
educationworld.com about a
current event. Explain what is
going on. Write about the article
using the 5 Ws: Who, What,
When, Where, Why, How.

#2) Choose one episode from
one of the following podcasts
either on your device’s podcast
app or online: Big Life Kids
Podcast, Storynory, or Brains
On!. Write three interesting
things from the podcast, two
questions, and one other thing
you wonder.

#3) Watch your favorite movie and
write a 75-100 word summary.
Start with one of the main
characters, and elaborate on what
that character wanted, what
he/she faced as conflict, how that
conflict was resolved, and what the
outcome was.

#4) Write a letter to your
principal convincing him or her
to implement a new club or
sport (of your choice) at your
school.

#5) Choose a chapter book or
continue reading your book
from last week. Read for 30

minutes. Write a summary of

your reading.

#6) Write about a time when
you felt afraid. How did you
get through that time?

#7) Research one of the
following topics. Then, make a
presentation with 5-6 slides to

showcase the information.
-How books are made
-How many bugs are in the food
we eat
- What a teen needs to know and
able to do to get a driver’s
license

#8) Choose one of the following
starters and write the story that
goes along with it.

- I woke up yesterday in a

tree.
- The news said an entire
cruise ship of celebrities was
stuck at sea.
- The bell rang, and | sprinted
toward my locker. | had to
get out oft here before...

#9) What is a problem you'd like to
solve. Explain how you would do
that in a video or in written format.
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A l1Z-year-old celebrates nis pirthaay at home;
people join from all over

By Kim Bellware, Washington Post on 04.21.20
Word Count 648
Level MAX

Image 1. Jody Smith posted this photo of his son Brandon on Twitter, celebrating his 12th birthday and requesting birthday wishes from all
over the world. Photo: Jody Smith Twitter/@JodySmithNFL

Turning 12 years old amid home isolation orders is hardly any tween's idea of an exciting birthday.
However, one Houston, Texas, boy's socially distanced celebration is turning out to be more
memorable than anyone could have expected.

Jody Smith was eager to find an alternative to help his son, Brandon, celebrate his April 11
birthday while still obeying stay-at-home orders. He turned to Twitter for a simple request: Reply
to a picture of Brandon holding his hand-drawn map of the world. Tell him where they are so the
cartographically inclined 12-year-old could mark it down.

"I thought it would be fun to get 50 - maybe 100 - people to reply from around the world, and most
would be in the U.S.," Smith told The Washington Post by phone on April 11. "That's really what
my expectations were."

Instead, responses to Smith's request came in by the thousands. There were pictures of oceanside
views from Trinidad and Tobago, shots of downtown Sao Paulo, Brazil, and nighttime scenes from
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Istanbul. Even accounts like BMW in Germany sent Brandon a birthday greeting from Munich.
By the afternoon of April 11, "Brandon" was Twitter's No. 1 trending topic.

Smith was asked about how Brandon was taking the overwhelming response. Brandon was busy
dutifully adding dots to his map. "He's having a blast," Smith said.

Celebrations in the age of the coronavirus have forced people to tap into their creativity to keep the
party going. Parents have turned garages into comically exclusive parties for their 21-year-olds.
Friends organize socially distanced birthday parades. Any number of candles are blown out as
family members look on - from Zoom.

But a socially distanced birthday didn't disrupt Brandon's plans quite the way it might for other
kids, Smith said.

"Brandon is on the autism spectrum, so he doesn't relate to people the same way; doing a birthday
party didn't really resonate with him," Smith told The Post. Ideally, Brandon would spend his
birthday doing things he likes, like playing mini-golf.

"He's had a tendency to be almost about obsessive
about things that interest him for a few weeks or
months at a time," Smith said. Golf is one of the two
things that Brandon continues to love. The other is
maps.

‘Whenever a new birthday greeting pings on Smith's
phone, Brandon adds a dot. He can usually do it
without having to look at his iPad for reference.

"He's studied maps so well, so he knows where
Helsinki is," Smith said.

By midday, Brandon's map was already covered in
clusters from the U.S. and Europe. Most of Asia was
still asleep when Smith first put his request on
Twitter. Although, he still got middle-of-the-night
replies from Australia and Hong Kong.

"I think he was happy to see someone from
Tasmania," Smith said. Smith was still in disbelief
that "a little tweet from a football writer guy would go
crazy enough to reach the middle of the Atlantic," a birthday greeting from Ascension Island.
Ascension Island is the tiny landmass halfway between South America and Africa.

The outpouring of well-wishes has been a welcome break from the slog of anxiety-inducing news
about the coronavirus outbreak, Smith said. He was grateful for the response - and that people
were being kind (something he knows, as a writer, is not always the case with Twitter replies).

"These are pretty trying times and it's so great to see people rallying around a warm story. And it's
made him feel so special,” Smith said of Brandon. "Kudos to all the people taking time out of their
day to make a 12-year-old boy feel good."
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In the meantime, Smith has an entire year to plan for Brandon's 13th birthday, but added, "this
will be hard for me to top."




