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May 4, 2020 
 
Dear Families and Colleagues: 
 

As I shared on Friday, Governor Cuomo announced “Given the current situation, K-12 schools 

will remain closed and will continue to provide distance learning for the remainder of the academic year.” 

While this decision was expected, the finality of it left feelings of disappointment and sadness for our 

students, families and staff.  As the mother of a senior, I know and feel the heartbreak that students and 

families are feeling.  The impact of missing the important traditions, activities and milestones which 

coincide with the end of the school year is felt by all. The last hope has faded for the musicals, prom, 

spring sports and concerts. 
 

While we are dealing with real emotions, we know the safety of our students, faculty and staff has 

always been our top priority.  This delay will provide the necessary time for a safer reopening of schools 

for the next school year.  School districts are required to prepare reopening plans that will be submitted to 

and approved by the State.  Plans will need to consider social distancing protocols, student social 

emotional needs, cleaning, transportation etc.  The plan development will include regional planning with 

other schools, and be guided by work from the Board of Regents and Interim Commissioner (see 

statement below).  The more specific portions of the plan regarding what is best for Greenville needs to 

include input from our parents, guardians, faculty and support staff.  
 
Statement from Chancellor Betty A. Rosa, the Board of Regents and Interim Commissioner Shannon 

Tahoe “In the coming weeks we will form a statewide task force made up of educational leaders, 

including superintendents, principals, teachers, parents, school board members and other stakeholders, 

to guide the reopening of our schools.  By working together with these partners, we can ensure that our 

children’s educational, developmental and overall wellbeing is considered during this important 

discussion. 
 “We look forward to working with the Department of Health and sharing recommendations with 

Governor Cuomo’s New York Forward Re-Opening Advisory Board.” 
 
Additional information: 
Graduation, Awards, Celebratory Events 
School administrators and staff are discussing with our seniors the various options for celebrating their 

achievements, while complying with the current public health guidelines. Discussions are also ongoing 

for events (K-11) that can be postponed and/or celebrated virtually.  Details of all plans will be 

communicated to families as they are finalized. 
  
Budget Vote:  On May 1, Gov. Cuomo signed an executive order setting June 9 as the date for school 

budget votes and board of education elections.  The elections and budget votes will be conducted by 

mail.  Eligible voters in all school districts will be mailed ballots to cast their votes.   

 
Food Distribution:  The distribution of food will continue. 
 
Summer School: The governor has said that plans for summer school will be announced by the end of 

May.  More information will be shared when available.   



June and August 2020 Regents Examinations Canceled: On April 7, Board of Regents Chancellor 

Betty Rosa announced that the June 2020 Regents Examinations will be canceled. On April 30, NYS 

Education Department Interim Commissioner Shannon L. Tahoe announced that the August 2020 

Regents Examinations will also be canceled. 
  
Student Personal Items: We have begun the process for retrieving and organizing students’ personal 

items so they can be returned to families before the end of the school year.  Further information will be 

shared with families as soon as we have a schedule for distribution.  
  
Laptops, Chromebooks, Tablets: The last date of classes for students will be determined with additional 

guidance from New York State.  At that point we will develop a schedule for the return of the District’s 

technology in order to both update the software, and clean the devices for the 2020/2021 school year. 
  
Teacher Appreciation Week- May 4 - May 8, 2020: This week we celebrate our teachers and other 

“educators”.  Thank you for all of your hard work as you continue to connect with students despite the 

distance.  Two words come to my mind: Amazing and Dedicated! 
  
Facilities Use: Indoor and outdoor building use is suspended until further notice in an effort to reduce the 

instances of community contact at our schools.  This closure includes all playgrounds and athletic 

facilities.  We appreciate your patience and understanding.  

 
We will continue doing our best to support students and families as our students learn 

remotely.  Thank you to all of the families working so hard to help your children stay engaged and on 

track. We know this has not been easy.  If you need assistance, please reach out to your child's teacher or 

building principal.   
 

Sincerely,  
 

 

Tammy J. Sutherland 
Superintendent of Schools   

 

 

 

 

 


