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Dear Sanford School Staff,

It is with profound sadness that | write this letter to inform you that our district learned this morning of
the tragic passing of Savana Tippett, an eleventh-grade student this past year at Sanford High School.
Our sincere condolences and thoughts go out to Savana’s family and friends. Savana had been a
longtime member of the Sanford Spartan family attending Margaret Chase Smith and Sanford Middle
School previously.

A student death is a difficult and challenging situation that can generate a high level of anxiety and
distress for students and staff. During this time, as the school community processes the tragic news and
copes with grief, we will offer counseling and bereavement support services to all of our students and
staff. A team of counselors will be available to provide support to any student or staff members in
need on June 22, 2023 from 3-5 pm at Sanford High School.

I have also included info below to online resources that address students and staff grief.
https://partnersinhealing.counselinginschools.org/activities/conversations-in-the-face-of-

grief/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw4s-kBhDgARISAN-
ipH3YWCokdbSnRuSmPWvzsbhalLsaZKNygEDkmgVQsN4WiiaHRVOd5nZH0aAM20EALW wcB

In addition, if you have a student that you are concerned about please remember our protocol regarding
potential suicidal ideation outside of school.

If a staff member becomes aware that a student is expressing potential suicidal ideation outside
of school hours.

a. Call 911 immediately. Please have as much information as possible available including the
student's name, DOB, address, parent/guardian name, and phone number.

b. Best practice to call parent/guardian to inform them 911 was called.

C. Call the principal. If s/he does not answer, please leave a message.

d. For documentation, please send an email to the principal and the counseling team with details

so they may follow up with the family.
We know you will join us in our concern and sympathy for the family.

Sincerely,

Steve Bussiere
Assistant Superintendent

Mission Statement: To create educational opportunities in which students are productive, caring, informed and involved
citizens, and lifelong learners.
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