
To SRTC SENIORS    From Mrs. Bartlett, Career Planning Coordinator (jbartlett@sanford.org)    (Dec.‘22-Mar. ‘23)        

Here’s some help for you!              Getting started with your Financial Aid 

The FSA ID (Federal Student Aid ID) is the username and password to access all Federal Student Aid websites, which are 

where you apply for aid and also process federal student loans. You will need an email or cell phone number for 

verification to set this up.  

Each student and one parent must get their own FSA ID. This takes a few minutes and must be done before one can 

apply for aid. Go to studentaid.gov and click on “Create Account”. Use Chrome, Safari, or Firefox browsers and “pop-up 

blockers” must be set to allow “pop-ups”. Keep track of your username and password info. You will need this 

information for many years!  

Next, you will complete your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (the “FAFSA”). Students graduating high 

school in 2023, planning on entering college in 2023-2024, will complete the 2023-2024 FAFSA. This form became 

available for current seniors on October 1, 2022. It can be filed at any time, but should be filed as early as possible, 

preferably by March 1st, 2023 at the latest, to ensure that you receive the best aid you might be eligible for. To complete 

this form, you and your parent(s) will need to your social security numbers and have your 2021 tax returns and W-2 

forms, if you have any. See the attached sheet “Get ready to file the FAFSA” for the full list of items to have ready.  

You can complete the FAFSA on this website: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa. (If you type “fafsa.gov”, it’ll 

automatically bring you to this website. You can also use the app “myStudentAid” from the app store. Be sure it says 

“U.S. Dept. of Education”. 

It should take about 30 minutes for most people to complete the FAFSA. If needed, you can save it and return to it later 

if you have trouble completing it at any one time. Every SRTC family who completes their FAFSA by March 1st, 

2023 will receive a Hannaford gift card of $30 (sponsored by the MELMAC foundation)!  

You’ll list any colleges you are applying to (and can add more colleges later if you want). The free grant for the Maine 

Community Colleges requires the FAFSA too! The colleges’ financial aid offices will receive the information, and at any 

college where you apply and are accepted, the financial aid office will create a financial aid “package” (a written offer of 

aid for you).  

While completing the FAFSA, you may see the option to link the FAFSA to your 2021 tax returns. This is called the IRS 

Data Retrieval Tool. If this is available, USE IT! That’ll smoothly transfer the verified financial information from your tax 

returns to your FAFSA. It reduces the chances that the government will request further information or “verification” 

from you.  

Need help? 

1) FAME customer service is available to answer your FAFSA filing questions (for free) Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. You can call FAME at 1-800-228-3734. You can register for a 
free individual help appointment at FAME.Maine.com/FAFSA/coach.  You can also email a question 
to Education@FAMEmaine.com. They have helpful short FAFSA videos on their website: 
https://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/filing-the-fafsa/ 
 

2) Ms. Carrie Frechette, Director of Financial Aid, at Maine College of Art and Design (MeCA). She is offering 
free FAFSA completion help by phone or zoom to any SRTC family. (This is as a service to us, and is not 
related to applying to MeCA). Her contact information is (207) 699-5073 and cfrechette@meca.edu. Reach 
out and let her know you are an SRTC family and have FAFSA questions.  

 
3) You can also contact me, Jen Bartlett, SRTC Career Planning Coordinator, at jbartlett@sanford.org 

or 207.206.1767 
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