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GRADING SCALE SYSTEM 
 

• All student grades appearing on report cards and transcripts are recorded as letter grades and 
percentages. 
 

• Percentage conversion scale is as follows: 
 

Letter    Description    Percentage 
   A    Excellent    93-100 
   B    Good     83-92 
   C    Average    73-82 
   D    Below Average    63-72 
   F    Failing     62 or below 

 
• Special marking: 

“WF”  denotes withdrawn failing “WPE” denotes Physical Education Waiver 
“I”    denotes withheld grade (incomplete) “NC” denotes No Credit 
“P”     denotes passing  
 

 
All Advanced Placement (AP), College Credit Plus (CCP), and Dual Credit Classes are weighted at 5 

points, honors are weighted at 4.5 points and all other classes are weighted at 4 points. 
 
   

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION FOR STUDENTS 
 
 
Howland High School students have nine ways to be recognized for their academic achievements during their 
four-year high school career.  They are as follows: 
 

VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN 
(Classes of 2017 and 2018) 

 
*Beginning with the Class of 2019 the valedictorian and salutatorian will be eliminated along with class rank. 
  
Students wishing to achieve for the title of valedictorian and salutatorian must have taken all Honors Courses 
and AP Courses (listed below) available for their grade level during each year they are in high school. In 
addition, these students must complete three years of one foreign language.  The distinction of valedictorian 
and salutatorian are to be awarded to the students earning the first and second highest rank respectively in the 
senior class. 

 
REQUIRED HONORS AND AP COURSES 

 
Grade 9: Honors English 9  Grade 10: Honors English 10 
 Honors Geometry   Honors Algebra II 
 Honors World History   Honors Biology I 
 Honors Physical Science   Honors U.S. History 

 
Grade 11: AP English 11  Grade 12: AP English 12  
 Honors Pre-Calculus   AP/Dual Credit Calculus 
 Honors Chemistry   Honors Physics  
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REQUIRED HONORS AND AP COURSES Continued: 
 
*The above are not based on weighted averages for the graduating Classes of 2017 and 2018. 
 
Classes taken at a university and under Ohio’s College Credit Plus (CCP) requirements will not be counted 
as part of the valedictorian or salutatorian criteria. They will count as regular classes receiving regular credit. 
Also, courses taken in summer school, with a tutor, or through a credit flexibility program will not be counted as 
part of the valedictorian or salutatorian criteria. 
 

SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS 
 

Summa Cum Laude 4.2 and above 
Magna Cum Laude 4.1-4.19 

Cum Laude 4.01-4.09 
 
 

THE HOWLAND SCHOLARS PROGRAM OF STUDIES 
  

In order to qualify for the Howland High School Scholars Program at graduation, students are required to take 
10 of the 24 honors/AP classes/dual credit courses as listed below.  In addition, the Scholars Program requires 
that students take three years of one foreign language and a fine arts class.  This program further requires that 
a minimum of two honors/AP/dual credit courses be taken each year the student is enrolled at Howland High 
School.  
 
A student who meets the Howland Scholars Program Of Studies will receive a stole at graduation. 

 
AVAILABLE HONORS AND AP COURSES BY GRADE LEVEL 

 
 

Grade 9: Honors English 9  Grade 10: Honors English 10 
 Honors Geometry   Honors Algebra II 
 Honors World History   Honors Biology I 
 Honors Physical Science   Honors U.S. History 
     
Grade 11: AP English 11  Grade 12: AP English 12 
 Honors Pre-Calculus   Dual Credit English 12 
 Honors Chemistry   AP/Dual Credit Calculus 
 DC Communications   Honors Physics 
 AP Stats   Dual Credit Biology 
 AP Art History   DC Communications 
 AP Government   AP Stats 
 AP Psychology   AP Art History 
    DC Italian IV 
    AP Spanish IV 
    AP Government 
    AP Psychology 
    AP Programming II 
 
Courses taken at a university under the College Credit Plus (CCP) requirements will not be counted as part 
of the Howland High School Scholars Program. They will count as regular classes receiving regular credit. 
Also, courses taken in summer school, with a tutor, or through a credit flexibility program will not be counted as 
part of the Howland High School Scholars Program of Studies. 
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TRI-ALPHA  

 
All students recognized as having earned a 3.75 or higher grade point average will wear a gold cord at 
graduation. 
 

 
A+ AWARD 

 
Students not participating in the Scholars Program but maintaining a straight “A”’s  through his/her high school 
career will be recognized at graduation. 
  
 

ACADEMIC LETTER AWARDS 
 

Students can earn academic letter awards by earning high grades throughout their high school career.  To be 
eligible for an Academic Letter Award a student must maintain a 3.50 academic average (or higher) the 
previous school year.  The award is not based on the student's total cumulative average.  Only the previous 
academic year’s average counts. Grades earned in a summer school setting are not calculated into the 
previous year’s average. First time recipients receive a script H (similar to an athletic letter winner) and a 
certificate.  Second-time recipients receive pins shaped in form of the lamp of knowledge and a certificate.  
Third-time winners receive a silver pin and a certificate.  All academic awards are presented to students at an 
annual academic awards ceremony that is held in the fall of each year.  
 
 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
 

Scholarship: 
 
Candidates must have a minimum cumulative 3.6 GPA.   
 
Leadership: 
 
The student must show evidence of leadership.  Leadership is not just holding a position, leadership is seen 
through one’s initiative in clubs and organizations, initiating and heading projects, programs, or group, along 
with delegating and showing dependability. The student must show resourcefulness in proposing new 
problems, applying principles, and making suggestions, as well as exercising influence on peers in upholding 
school ideals. Eight activity points must be earned by the end of their junior year and ten activity points for 
seniors are required for the senior class candidates. 
 
Service: 
 
The student must show evidence of service in the school setting, as well as within the community. The student 
volunteer is dependable and well-organized assistance, is readily available, and is willing to sacrifice in offering 
assistance. Examples include working in scouting activities, church-related activities, or being involved in 
service opportunities offered by organizations at HHS. Forty (40) hours of documented community service are 
required (freshman through junior year) to meet eligibility. 
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY Continued: 
 
Character: 
 
The student must exude positive character at all times and be seen as a professional by all he/she she comes 
in contact with. Below are some examples of what the Faculty Council looks at when evaluating character: 
 

• The student is rarely absent, or late to class or school. 
• The student takes criticism well and accepts recommendations graciously. 
• The student observes all school rules and actively helps rid the school of bad influences or 

environment. 
• The student consistently exemplifies desirable qualities of behavior. 

 
Note:  An incident from school or a situation involving the police may jeopardize a student’s chance for 
acceptance into the National Honor Society. 
 
National Honor Society members are recognized at graduation by the wearing of a light blue cord. 
 

 
HONOR ROLL 

 
 Students who maintain a cumulative average of 3.3 or higher are recognized in the graduation program as 

honor roll graduates.  
 
 Students who earn a 3.3 or higher each nine-week grade period will be recognized as honor roll students.   
 
 

 
DIPLOMA WITH HONORS 

 
As determined by the Ohio Department of Education 

 
 

The student who completes the high school academic curriculum shall meet at least seven of the following 
eight criteria:  
 

1. Earn four units of English; 
2. Earn at least four units of mathematics which shall include algebra I, algebra II, geometry and another 

higher level course or a four-year sequence of courses which contains equivalent content; 
3. Earn at least four units of science including one unit of physics and one unit of chemistry; 
4. Earn four units of social studies; 
5. Earn either three units of one foreign language or two units each of two foreign languages; 
6. Earn one unit of fine arts; 
7. Maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a four-point scale up to the last 

grading period of the senior year; or 
8. Obtain a composite score of 27 on the American college test’s ACT assessment (excluding the optional 

writing test) or a combined score of 1210 on the College Board’s SAT verbal and mathematics sections 
(excluding the required writing section). 

 
The student who completes an intensive career-technical education curriculum shall meet at least seven of 
the following eight criteria: 
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 DIPLOMA WITH HONORS Continued: 
 
 

1. Earn four units of English; 
2. Earn at least four units of mathematics which shall include algebra I, algebra II, geometry and another 

higher level course or a four-year sequence of courses which contains equivalent content; 
3. Earn at least four units of science including one unit of physics and one unit of chemistry; 

   4.    Earn four units of social studies;   
5. Earn four units in a career-technical education program that leads to an industry-recognized credential, 

results in an apprenticeship or is part of an articulated career pathway, which can lead to post-secondary 
credit. If the student’s program design does not provide for any of these outcomes, then the student 
much achieve the proficiency benchmark established for the applicable Ohio career-technical 
competency assessment of the equivalent;  

6. Achieve the proficiency benchmark established for the Ohio Career-Technical Competency      
Assessment (available at http://www.webxam.org/info_docs.asp or equivalent assessment aligned with 
state approved and industry validated technical standards;  

7. Maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a four-point scale up to the last 
grading period of the senior year; or 

8. Obtain a composite score of 27 on the American college testing service’s ACT assessment (excluding the 
optional writing test) or a combined score of 1210 on the college board’s SAT verbal and mathematics 
sections (excluding the score obtained on the required writing section). 

 
 

Please refer to the Ohio Department of Education Criteria for Diploma with Honors more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2014-2017/Criteria-for-Diploma-with-Honors
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English 
HONORS ENGLISH    Grade 9                              1 credit 
 
This course stresses strong composition skills as well as the 
ability to critically read a variety of genres.  This course outline 
consists of advanced vocabulary work, research projects, 
language study, and speaking assignments, along with the 
analysis and interpretation of at least six novels.  
 
Strongly Recommended - “B” or better in preceding 
equivalent course or an “A” in preceding lower level course 
and/or teacher recommendation. Summer reading 
requirement. 
 
 

 
 
ENGLISH 1 Grade 9 1 credit 

 
This course is aimed to develop competence in all language arts skills: reading, research, writing, speaking, 
and listening.  Students will cover six literature units: short story, non-fiction, poetry, drama, epic, and the 
novel.  Grammar is integrated with the literature studied and writing produced. 
 
Strongly Recommended - passing of 8th grade English Language Arts. 
 
 
 
 

HONORS ENGLISH 2 Grade 10 1 credit 
 
Students will study American Literature, both topologically and chronologically.  Students will read at least six 
novels as well as selections from the American Literature text.  A portfolio of expository, creative, and 
research-oriented writings will be created.  In addition, students will complete individual and thematic 
vocabulary units and work in both the media center and computer lab.  Speaking requirements will include 
informational presentations, descriptive presentations, and persuasive speeches.  Listening skills will also be 
stressed. 
 
Strongly Recommended - “B” or better in preceding Honors English 9 course or an “A” in college prep 
English 9 course and/or teacher recommendation. Summer reading requirement. 
   
 

ENGLISH 2 Grade 10 1 credit 
 

Writing and mechanics are emphasized through analytical essays.  Information and research skills are 
reinforced by activities that integrate the resources of the Media Center and Computer Lab.  Listening and 
visual literacy skills are developed through integrated activities based on an American literature text.  Students 
will read at least three outside novels, and write six 2-3-page papers. Speech activities include project 
presentations, persuasive presentations and informal/formal description presentations.  
 
Strongly Recommended - passing College Prep English 9 with a “C” or better. 
 

 
9th Grade       10th Grade 
Honors English   Honors English 2 
English 1  English 2 
   
11th Grade  12th Grade 
AP English 3  AP English 4 
C. P. English 3  C. P. English 4 
English 3  English 4 
Dual Credit Comm. Duel Credit Eng. 4 
Creative Expressions Duel Credit Comm. 
   Creative Expressions 
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               AP ENGLISH 3 Grade 11 1 credit 
 
Advanced Placement 11 enables academically motivated students to further their potential.  Experiences in 
reading closely, thinking precisely and writing logically are part of this course. Students will write one research 
paper. The course prepares students to take the AP English Literature & Composition exam in order to qualify 
for college credit. The focus of the course is an analysis of the literature of England using primarily a 
chronological approach. Strongly Recommended - completion of Honors English 9 and 10 with a “B” or 
better, selection and recommendation of English teacher and/or AP 11 instructor, and completion of 
required summer reading and writing projects.  Students are required to take the AP Exam upon 
completion of the course. 
 

ENGLISH 3 Grade 11 1 credit 
 
This course provides the background for the college-bound student to develop his/her reading, writing, and 
vocabulary skills.  The literature studied is the prose and poetry of England from the Anglo-Saxon period 
through Romanticism to present-day writings as well as reading at least three outside novels.  The 
development of writing skills is addressed by requiring the student to submit a minimum of four writing 
samples, one of which will be a research paper. A minimum of three-four oral assignments also helps the 
students to further develop their communication skills. 
 
Strongly recommended – passing College Prep English 10 with a “C” or better.  
 

AP ENGLISH 4 Grade 12 1 credit 
 

The focus of this course is an analysis of texts utilizing critical thinking, theoretical constructs, and thematic 
relationships.  Students are responsible for keeping a reader’s response journal, taking exams, writing a 
research analysis paper each quarter, and making presentations from the course’s literary works. 
Strongly Recommended - completion of Honors English 9, Honors English 10, and AP English 11 with 
a “B” or better, recommendation of the AP 11 instructor and/ or approval of AP 12 instructor, and  
summer reading requirement.  Students are required to take the AP Exam upon completion of this 
course. 
 

DUAL CREDIT ENGLISH Grade 12 1 credit 
 
This senior English option is a combination of two semester courses offered at YSU.  Students must take both 
courses to receive an HHS English credit. 
 
Course 1 – Composition I: The objectives of this course are to make the student a more competent and 
effective writer, reader, and a better critical thinker.  Along with the writing, reading and discussing many 
thought-provoking texts will take place.  The course is designed for advanced practice of planning, composing 
and revising formal, college-level, analytical essays. 
Course 2 – American Literature and Diversity:  Students will engage in a multi-faceted exploration of 
contemporary American literature that analyzes the dynamics of minority culture in our country.  Reading and 
discussing several works of drama, fiction, and poetry, students will apply strategies for appreciating literature 
on multiple levels of interpretation while gaining an appreciation of the unique challenges of cultural groups in 
our country. 
 
Students who meet dual credit requirements and who successfully complete an application for enrollment from 
YSU can earn 3 semester hours of English credit and 3 semester hours of fine arts credit.  
 
*As defined by YSU’s entrance requirements. 
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ENGLISH 4 Grade 12 1 credit 
 
Speaking skills are developed through informal/formal descriptive presentations, and persuasive presentations.  
Writing skills are addressed through completing a research paper, reflective compositions, writing responses to 
literature, informational essays, persuasive compositions and various informal writings.  Reading includes 
selections of world literature and a minimum of three novels to analyze world literature from a multi-cultural 
approach.   
 
Strongly recommended - three credits of English; passing College Prep English 11 with a “C” or better. 
 
 

CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS Grade 11 & 12 1 credit 
 
Creative Expressions is an elective that allows students to explore many forms of written and oral 
communication not emphasized in traditional language arts classrooms.  Students will work with the instructor 
to brainstorm, map, and execute individually created plans.  Students can focus on writing, oral interpretation, 
or both.  Students interested in speech and debate, creative writing, photography, or journalism are strongly 
encouraged to enroll.  Sample writing assignments include creating: graphic novels, short stories, poems, 
photojournalism, playwriting and performance, oral interpretation, radio and television broadcasting.  
Evaluation based primarily on successful completion of self-selected lessons.  The majority of work can be 
completed in class as facilitated by the instructor.  This course does not count towards one of the 4 required 
English credits for graduation. 
 
 

DUAL CREDIT 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Grade 11 & 12 1 credit 

From YSU Common syllabus and Requirements: Communication Foundations is the study of the theories, 
strategies, and skills for competent participation in interpersonal, group, and public communication situations  
are included.  The course includes readings and lectures, and opportunities to apply the knowledge gained.  
Additionally, this course provides a foundation for understanding and enhancing your spoken communication 
skills.  Any student may enroll for Howland elective credit.  
 
Only those who fulfill the application requirements for YSU can receive college credits in addition to those 
offered by Howland. 
 

 Mathematics 
 
APPLIED ALGEBRA I               Grade 9             1 credit 
 
Concepts include an application of algebraic fractions, 
and introduction to functions, systems of linear equations, 
inequalities in one and two variables, rational and 
irrational numbers, quadratic functions, and the basic 
elements of probability, statistics. Techniques of solving 
equations in two variables, and inequalities in one and 
two variables are studied and applied to solving word 
problems. Attention is focused on problems at a basic 
level of difficulty, which allows for a pace appropriate for 
the stage of mathematical development of the student. 
 
Prerequisite: 8th grade math 

9th Grade       10th Grade 
Applied Algebra I Algebra I 
Algebra I  Honors Algebra II 
Geometry  Geometry 
Honors Geometry Honors Geometry 
   Honors Geometry 
   Algebra II 
     
11th Grade  12th Grade 
Algebra I  CP Algebra I 
Geometry  Geometry 
Honors Geometry  Honors Geometry 
Honors Algebra II  Algebra II 
Algebra II               CP Pre Calk/Trig 
CP Pre Calc/Trig  Honors Pre Calc                 
Honors Pre Calc  Algebra III      
AP Statistics   AP Calc 
Programming  AP Statistics 
CP Stats/Trig  Programming I 
   AP Programming II 
   CP Stats/Trig 
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ALGEBRA I Grades 9-12 1 credit 
 

This is a comprehensive Algebra I course. Concepts include an application of algebraic fractions, and 
introduction to functions, systems of linear equations, inequalities in one and two variables, rational and 
irrational numbers, quadratic functions, and the basic elements of probability, statistics. Techniques of solving 
equations in two variables, and inequalities in one and two variables are studied and applied to solving word 
problems. Attention is focused on problems at an intermediate level of difficulty, which allows for a pace 
appropriate for the stage of mathematical development of the student. 
 
 

GEOMETRY  1 credit 
 
Major topics from the Common Core Standards that will be studied in this course include: understanding 
congruence in terms of rigid motions, understanding similarity in terms of similarity transformations, proving 
geometric theorems (including coordinate proofs), geometric constructions, and solving problems involving 
right triangles.  This rigorous course requires a solid foundation in algebra.  
Strongly Recommended – “C” or better in CP Algebra I or “A” or Algebra I 
 
 

HONORS GEOMETRY  1 credit 
 
This is the first course in a four-year honors sequence and will be taught at a level and pace required to 
successfully prepare students for completion of calculus in their senior year. Major topics from the Common 
Core Standards that will be studied in this course include: understanding congruence in terms of rigid motions, 
understanding similarity in terms of similarity transformations, proving geometric theorems (including 
coordinate proofs), geometric constructions, and solving problems involving right triangles.  Advanced algebra 
skills will be required. Strongly Recommended –“B” or better in Honors Algebra I or “A” in CP Algebra I 
 

HONORS ALGEBRA II Grades 10-11  1 credit 
 
This course provides a strengthening and an extension of the skills taught in Algebra I and Geometry.  
Students will further develop their graphing skills and problem solving abilities.  Emphasis is placed on working 
with quadratic functions, conic sections, and complex numbers. 
Prerequisite - Geometry  
 
 

ALGEBRA II Grades 10-12 1 credit 
 
This rigorous course is designed to give the serious math student the algebraic skills that will be needed for 
Pre-Calculus and Calculus. An emphasis is placed on developing graphing skills and learning problem-solving 
strategies. 
Prerequisite - Honors Geometry – strongly recommended- “A” or better in both Algebra I and CP 
Geometry. 
 
 

CP STATS/TRIGONOMETRY Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
This course is designed to introduce the student to both circular trigonometry and right-triangle trigonometry. 
Students will also develop a foundation in the study of statistics and will be exposed to various advanced 
algebraic skills. Prerequisite - Algebra II or higher – Strongly Recommended - “C” average or better in 
previous math courses.  
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HONORS PRE-CALCULUS Grades 11-12 1 credit 

 
This rigorous course is designed to give the advanced math student the background skills needed for the study 
of calculus.  An emphasis is placed on the study of functions including circular functions and trigonometry. 
 
Prerequisite - HONORS Algebra II - junior or senior with a letter grade of “C” or better in Honors 
Algebra II 
 
 

ALGEBRA III Grades 12 .5 credit 
 
Algebra 3 is a full year course that is the final year of a four year core curriculum.  This course provides 
students the opportunity to pull together and apply the accumulation of learning that they have from their 
previous courses and also to improve his/her math skills.  Topics discussed throughout the year include: the 
study of functions and basic graphs; complex numbers; rational expressions; logarithms; sequences and 
series; basic trigonometry involving right triangles; probability and statistics to draw inferences and conclusions 
from data.  Finally, students bring together all of their experiences to create models and solve contextual 
problems.  Students are expected to have a good work ethic and to complete assignments every day in order 
to be successful. 
 
Prerequisite – Algebra II or a D in CP Algebra II 
 
 
AP CALCULUS/DUAL CREDIT Grades 12 1 credit 
 
This rigorous course is designed to give the sophisticated math student an introduction to both differential and 
integral calculus.  An in-depth study of functions, limits, graphs, and continuity is included in the course. 
Students will learn how to find and apply derivatives, how to compute and apply integrals, and various 
techniques and applications of antidifferentiation. Students are required to take the AP Calculus exam for 
college credit at the conclusion of the course. Prerequisite - Honors Pre-Calculus 
 

AP STATISTICS  Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
The purpose of the AP course in statistics is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for 
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  This course draws connections between all aspects 
of the statistical process, including design, analysis, and conclusions.  Additionally, using the vocabulary of 
statistics this course will teach students how to communicate statistical methods, results and interpretations.  
Students will learn how to use graphing calculators and read computer output in an effort to enhance the 
development of statistical understanding.  Students are required to take the AP Statistics exam upon 
completion of the course. 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE/ 
PROGRAMMING  

Grades 11-12 1 credit 

 
This course is designed to familiarize the student with problem-solving techniques using the computer.  
Emphasis will be on practices and principles of computer programming.  The course will require completion of 
a number of programming assignments using programming languages such as Ctt and Visual Basic.  This 
course does not count as one of the 3 required math credits.  It counts as an elective course. 
 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I    
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AP COMPUTER SCIENCE/ 

PROGRAMMING II 
Grades 12 1 credit 

 
This course is a continuation of the Programming I course. Students will learn the Java programming language 
with a strong emphasis on object oriented programming and the mathematics related to programming. 
Students will also gain some graphics and video game programming. The course will follow the AP computer 
Science curriculum.  This course does not count as one of the required math credits. Students are required to 
take the AP Computer Science exam for college credit at the conclusion of the course. Prerequisite: 
Programming I             lab fee 
 

Science 
  
PHYSICAL SCIENCE               Grades  9 - 12         1 credit 
    
Physical science introduces students to key concepts and 
theories that will provide a foundation for further study in other 
sciences and advanced science disciplines.  Physical science 
comprises the systematic study of the physical world as it 
relates to fundamental concepts about matter, energy and 
motion.  Concepts will include classification of matter, atomic 
structure and the periodic table, bonding and chemical 
reactions, energy, waves, and electricity, forces and motion, 
and a brief introduction to the universe. 
HONORS PHYSICAL SCIENCE       Grade 9         1 credit 
  
The advanced physical science curriculum will follow the 
general physical science course content with a greater 
attention to further develop proper laboratory procedures 
creating a deeper understanding of concepts.  Through the 
utilization of inquiry based instruction students will apply 

current knowledge to new situations to become independent learners.  Students will be expected to manipulate 
mathematical equations to calculate data and apply results to solve real world problems.  Students are 
required to have a B or better in 8th grade science.   
 
                                             

HONORS BIOLOGY Grade 10 1 credit 
 
This course will stress independent student learning combined with in depth classroom work on the following 
major fields:  biochemistry, zoology, ecology, microbiology, genetics, evolutionary biology, cell biology, 
zoology, ecology, and botany.  In addition to the biology course work, students will be required to do research 
on each of the course topics and produce either an experiment or a teacher approved project which will enrich 
their comprehension of the topic.    
                                                                                                                                              
Strongly recommended: a “B” or better in Algebra I; or “B” or better in Language Arts I; or “A” in L. A. 
gr. 8; or “A” average in gr. 8 science with teacher recommendation; or “B” or better in C.P./Honors 
English 9.  Summer reading requirement.                               lab fee 
  
 
 
 

9th Grade            10th Grade 
 
Physical Science    Biology I  
Honors Physical Science Honors Biology I 
      Physical Science 
 
11th Grade     12th Grade 
Honors Chemistry             Honors Physics 
Chemistry     Physics 
Honors Physics     Honors Chemistry 
Physics      Chemistry 
Physical Science    Physical Science 
Anatomy & Physiology    Anatomy & 
Physiology Environmental Science    
Environmental Science 
Earth’s Evolution    Earth’s Evolution 
Botany      Botany 
Astronomy     Astronomy 
          
          
    
    
     
 
   



 
 

14 
 

 
BIOLOGY I Grades 10 1 credit 

 
General biology begins with molecular and cellular biology, from which it moves to reproduction and genetics.  
This is followed by evolution, classification, microbiology, multi-cellular plants, and is concluded with multi-
cellular animals.  This sequence helps to build a suitable background for the beginning biology student.  Labs 
are used whenever possible to supplement and reinforce the text materials.                                                                     
            lab fee                                                                                                                                        
 

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Anatomy and Physiology studies the phylogenetic transition from invertebrates to vertebrates, including an 
insect collection. the major classes of the phylum Chordata are surveyed including dissections of fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. Homeostasis and the interdependency of the human body systems 
are explored. The course ends with an ecological perspective to current issues in human biology (i.e.: 
carcinogens, evolution, and agriculture). 
Prerequisite – Biology and passage of the science part of the Ohio Graduation Test                                                      
             lab fee 
 
 

HONORS CHEMISTRY Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Honors Chemistry is an accelerated and more rigorous Chemistry course designed to offer students the 
opportunity to master core principles of chemistry. Students will be engaged in a broad spectrum of chemistry 
including: the study of matter and energy, atomic structure, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, 
stoichiometry, reaction kinetics and equilibrium, gases, the behavior of solutions, acid-base reactions, 
oxidation-reduction reactions, thermochemistry, electrochemistry, nuclear chemistry, and organic chemistry. 
The approach is both mathematical as well as conceptual. Lab skills will be developed to reinforce the 
understanding of chemical concepts and principles. This option is recommended for the students who are 
motivated to complete extra study and work demands and are interested in pursuing careers in the medical, 
engineering, or scientific fields. 

 Prerequisite - Honors Algebra II or CP Algebra II; summer reading requirement.                              lab fee 
 

CHEMISTRY Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Chemistry I investigates fundamental laws and concepts of chemistry, including composition of matter and the 
physical and chemical changes it undergoes, atomic structure, the periodic law, chemical bonding, chemical 
nomenclature, chemical equations and reactions, stoichiometry, physical behavior of gases, solutions, and 
acid-base theory. The approach is both mathematical as well as conceptual. Lab skills will be developed to 
reinforce the understanding of chemical concepts and principles.                           
Prerequisites – Currently taking or have taken Honors Algebra II or CP Algebra II                         lab fee 
                               
                                                                                                                     

HONORS PHYSICS Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Honors physics will stress student directed laboratory work that examines the relationships between matter 
and energy.  Students will research, develop, and problem-solve in the lab and on the computer to verify the 
concepts involved.  A portfolio of laboratory work will be created in the form of a lab journal.  Students are 
expected to research various topics and write papers on selected topics. 
Prerequisite – Chemistry or Biology II, students must be enrolled in Honors Pre- Calculus, Calculus, 
Trigonometry, and teacher recommendation; summer reading requirement.                                    lab fee 
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PHYSICS Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Physics is a physical science that deals with the interrelationships of mass and energy.  Applied forces are 
studied to understand work and energy and explain how machines work.  Heat and electrical forces are 
examined to determine their effect upon matter, as are light, sound, and nuclear energy.        
Prerequisites – Completion of Advanced Algebra II and  enrolled in Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, or AP 
Calculus.                                                                                                                                                     lab fee 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
(semester course) 

Grades 11-12 .5 credit 

 
Environmental science is a high school level course, which satisfies the Ohio Core science graduation 
requirements of Ohio Revised Code Section 3313.603. This section of Ohio law requires a three-unit course 
with inquiry-based laboratory experience that engages students in asking valid scientific questions and 
gathering and analyzing information. This course satisfies 0.5 of the required three courses required by the 
state. 
 
Environmental science incorporates biology, chemistry, physics and physical geology and introduces students 
to key concepts, principles and theories within environmental science.  
 
Investigations are used to understand and explain the behavior of nature in a variety of inquiry and design 
scenarios that incorporate scientific reasoning, analysis, communication skills and real-world applications.                          
               lab fee  
 

EARTH’S EVOLUTION 
(semester course) 

Grades 11-12 .5 credit 

 
Earth’s Evolution is a high school level course, which satisfies the Ohio Core science graduation requirements 
of Ohio Revised Code Section 3313.603. This section of Ohio law requires a three-unit course with inquiry-
based laboratory experience that engages students in asking valid scientific questions and gathering and 
analyzing information. This course satisfies 0.5 of the required three courses required by the state. 
 
This course explores the connections between the physical, chemical, and biological processes that govern the 
earth system with an emphasis on the origin of the earth and the changes in life as they relate to geologic 
phenomena.  Standards incorporated in this elective vary from 9th to 12th for Inquiry, Maps, Matter and 
Minerals, Rocks and the Rock Cycle, Plate Tectonics, Evolution, and Geologic History. 
 

BOTANY 
(semester course) 

Grades 11-12 .5 credit 

 
Botany is a high school level course, which satisfies the Ohio Core science graduation requirements of Ohio 
Revised Code Section 3313.603.  This section of Ohio law requires a three-unit course with inquiry-based 
laboratory experience that engages students in asking valid scientific questions and gathering and analyzing 
information.  This course satisfies 0.5 of the required 3 courses required by the state. 
 
This course explores the connections of plants and their relationships to the environment around them.  
Students will study the growth, reproduction, anatomy, morphology, physiology, taxonomy, genetics and 
ecology of plants.  Standards incorporated in this elective vary from 9th to 12th for Inquiry, Matter and Energy in 
Ecosystems, Genetics, Evolution, Population and Community Ecology, Photosynthesis and Respiration, and 
Taxonomy. 
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ASTRONOMY 

 (semester course) 
Grades 11-12 .5 credit 

 
Astronomy is a high school level course, which satisfies the Ohio Core science graduation requirements of 
Ohio Revised Code Section 3313.603  This section of Oho law requires a three-unit course with inquiry-based 
laboratory experience that engages students in asking valid scientific questions and gathering and analyzing 
information.  This course satisfies 0.5 of the required 3 courses required by the state. 
 
This course explores the modern understanding of the universe in comparison to the historical perspectives, 
astronomy and society, the solar system, stars, galaxies, and a relative overview of the Big Bang Theory.  
Standards incorporated in this elective vary from 9th to 12th for Inquiry and Application, Geologic History, 
Reactions of Matter, Waves, Thermal Energy, History of the Universe, Galaxy Formation, and Stars. 
 
 

DC BIO II  Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Bio2601: General Biology: Molecules and Cells is an introductory course at the college level surveys the 
chemical and physical foundations of life, structure and function of cells and organelles, metabolism, basic 
molecular biology and inheritance, and principles of evolution.  This course is not like high school biology and 
is very rigorous in the type of material and quantity.  Doing well in this course is something a student should be 
proud of and should view as a measure stick for the success he/she may experience at the next level of their 
education. 
 

Social Studies 
 
HONORS WORLD STUDIES/ 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS             Grade 9              .5 credit 
 
This course focuses on research, analytical thinking, in-depth 
problem solving, group activities, independent study, and 
reading. It will be conducted in a collegial style. The course 
begins with the ideas of the Renaissance and Enlightenment 
and those ideas that shaped our current world.   
 
Strongly Recommend – “B” or better in Language Arts I or 
an “A” average in Language Arts 8 and  “A” average in 8th 
grade US History/Civics and teacher recommendation. 

                                                                         Summer reading requirement. 
                    
                        

WORLD STUDIES/ 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 

Grades 9 .5 credit 

 
This course is a chronological study of society from the Enlightenment to the present.  Special emphasis is 
placed on the more significant events, movements, and personalities that have been pivotal in shaping our 
world.  Special attention is paid to other cultures and their perspectives.   World Studies also incorporates the 
significance of geography and economics into the decisions made in the world arena. 
 
 

9th Grade       10th Grade 
*Hon. World Studies Hon. U.S. History  
*World Studies               U.S. History 
 
*Course tied to Computer Applications 
  
11th Grade  12th Grade 
U.S. Govt.  Psychology 
Psychology  U.S. Govt. 
U. S. History  AP Govt. 
AP Govt.  AP Psychology 
AP Psychology 
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HONORS U.S. HISTORY Grades 10 1 credit 
 
This course will be conducted in a collegial manner and will focus upon independent study, analytical thinking, 
research, in-depth reading(s), group activities, essay writing, and note taking skills.  It will begin with 1877 to 
the present day in American History.  
 
Strongly Recommended:  Honors World Studies, or “A” in World Studies and Teacher 
Recommendation.  Summer reading requirement.   
 
 

U.S. HISTORY Grades 10-11 1 credit 
 
U.S. History will introduce the student to the variety of American experiences in the past and its impact upon 
the present from the Civil War to the present.  Emphasis is placed upon a factual understanding of the topics in 
the U.S. History through class lectures and discussions.  Course requirements include essay writing, objective 
examinations, quizzes, and book reviews and/or research projects. This course will include a study of the 
historical documents. 
 

U.S. GOVERNMENT Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Government is designed to introduce the student to the principles of our American system of government 
including a study of the historical documents.  A treatment of public opinion and how the democratic process is 
affected by opinion is developed.  The student is exposed to the three branches of government (legislative, 
judicial, and executive) and studies how they operate to provide a balance of power. Concepts of our economic 
and financial systems will be covered throughout the course. A brief look at other political systems, plus Ohio 
state and local government completes the course. 
 

AP GOVERNMENT Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
This course is designed to enhance the comprehension of our U.S. Government through in-depth, rigorous 
research analysis and active participation in a democratic society.  Components of how American government 
works will be instructed as well as developing a comprehension of why the government acts as it does.  This 
course includes the study of constitutional underpinnings, political culture and socialization, civil liberties and 
civil rights, citizen participation and influence, policy making, and political institutions.  The class will develop 
aptitudes to acknowledge government process and influence beyond the walls of the classroom.  The use of 
multiple assessments such as interpretive free-response questions, problem based learning, inquiry based 
questions, and cooperative learning will be used cultivate knowledge among the students.  
 
Students are required to take the AP Government & Politics exam upon completion of the course. 
 

AP PSYCHOLOGY Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
This course will introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental 
processes.  While considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, students explore and 
apply psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with such topics as the biological 
bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, 
testing and individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology.  Throughout the 
course, students employ psychological research methods, including ethical considerations, as they use the 
scientific method, analyze bias, evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively communicate ideas.  There are 
no prerequisites for AP Psychology.   
Students are required to take the AP Psychology test upon completion of the course. 
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Foreign Language 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
GERMAN, ITALIAN and SPANISH are the three modern 
languages offered at Howland High School.  The following 
descriptions apply to all languages.  It is strongly recommended 
that a student’s grade in English or in the preceding level is a 
“C” or better before beginning the next level. Students choosing 
a first level course will be asked to request a first and second 
language choice. Class roster slots will be filled whenever 
possible with a first choice language. If there are more students 
requesting a language than slots available, students with A’s, 
B’s then C’s in language arts will get the roster slot. Students 
with a “C” or better average not getting their first choice 
language will be placed into their second language choice based 
upon availability. 

 
LEVEL I Grades 9-12 1 credit 

 
Students will begin to develop the ability to speak, listen, read and write in the foreign language with some 
emphasis given on the culture (i.e., geography, history, music, art, customs) of the country or countries where 
the language is spoken.  
 

LEVEL II Grades 10-12 1 credit 
 

Students will be able to speak, listen, read and write in the foreign language at a higher level along with 
learning more about the culture of the language being studied. 
Prerequisite – Level I 
 

LEVEL III Grades 11-12 1 credit 
 
Students will continue to expand skills learned in Level II emphasizing speaking, listening, reading, writing and 
studying foreign culture.    Prerequisite – Level II 
 
AP SPANISH LANG & CULTURE Grade 12 1 credit 
 
This course follows the current Advanced Placement syllabus in preparation for the Advanced Placement 
Spanish exam concentrating on Spanish Language and culture.  Excellent attendance is critical.  Summer 
assignments are required.  Students are required to take the AP exam for college credit at the completion of 
the course.   
Prerequisite - Spanish III and teacher recommendation. 
 

DC ITALIAN IV Grade 12 1 credit 
 
Italian IV/Italian 2605 is a College in High School class in which students can earn 4 semester hours through 
Youngstown State University.  These credits are usually transferable to other institutions, but it is best to 
contact the student’s prospective university to be sure. 
 
This course is intended to intensively train students in understanding, speaking, reading and writing in Italian.  
The students will also gain knowledge of geography and daily life as well as appreciation of the cultures of 
Italian speakers.  Pre-requisite to this class is Italian I-III.  

 
9th Grade       10th Grade 
 
German I  German I, II 
Spanish I  Spanish I, II 
Italian I   Italian I, II 
 
11th Grade  12th Grade 
German I, II, III  German  I, II, III, IV 
Spanish I, II, III  Spanish I, II, III 
Italian I, II, III  AP Spanish IV 
                           Italian I, II, III 
   DC Italian IV 
   AP Spanish/IV 
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Health and Physical Education 
 
 HEALTH __1 Semester___  Grades 9-10_______1/2 credit 
This course will study factual material and current information 
on personal, mental, emotional, and community health.  
Students will also study the prevention and control of 
diseases, nutrition, first aid and safety, the structure and 
functions of body systems, and the use and misuse of 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. Our school nurse teaches 
a human sexuality unit.  

 
Credit earned by students successfully completing the Howland High School Physical Education 
programs will be counted toward the required 21 credits for graduation.  The grade a student earns in 
Physical Education will NOT be calculated in the student’s grade point average. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1 Semester Grades 9-12 ¼ credit 
 
The physical education classes teach physical fitness, exercises, tennis, softball, track, soccer, frisbee, kick 
ball, sports appreciation, indoor soccer, handball, badminton, pickle ball, volleyball, basketball, cricket, 
aerobics, stunts, tumbling, and dodge ball. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION WAIVER Grades 9-12 NO CREDIT 
 
Any student who participates in interscholastic athletics, marching band or cheerleading for at least two 
complete seasons may receive a waiver for his/her high school physical education requirements. Any student 
receiving a waiver will earn no credit for physical education. It is important to note that a student will need to 
earn an additional ½ credit towards their graduation requirements if they choose the waiver option. Students 
can request a waiver when they schedule in the spring.  
 
A student will receive no waiver for any sports participation completed prior to the waiver application being 
approved. Students must complete the entire sports season in order to complete the waiver. A student cannot 
complete a sports season and then take .25 PE class to satisfy the waiver.  
 
The above is a summary of the Ohio Core Physical Education Graduation Requirements, as required by 
Section 3313.603 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 

Family and Consumer Sciences 
 

PRINCIPLES OF FOOD       Grades 9-12                   ½ credit 
 
Develop practical problem solving that influences cultural and 
social factors that affects the body weight and healthy 
lifestyles.  Students evaluate information related to advances 
in food technology, nutrition and safety.  Students will evaluate 
the impact of consumer choice on the environment and the 
global community.                                                                    
lab fee 
 
                                                          

9th Grade           10th Grade 
 
Health (1/2)      Health (1/2) 
Physical Ed. 9 (1/4)     Physical  Ed. 10 (1/4) 
 
 
 
 
 

9th Grade 
*Principles of Food 
*Personal Financial 
Mgmt. I 
 
 
 
 
11th Grade 
*Principles of Food 
*Personal Financial 
Mgmt. I 
*Nutrition & Wellness 
Child Development 

10th Grade 
*College/Career 
Readiness 
*Principles of Food 
*Personal Financial 
Mgmt. I 
Child Development 
 
12th Grade 
Principles of Food 
*Nutrition & Wellness 
Financial Mgmt. I 
*Personal Financial 
Mgmt. I 
hild Development 
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PERSONAL FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 
(semester course)  

Grades 9-12 ½ credit 

   
Course provides students with an understanding of theconcepts and principals involved in managing one’s 
personal finances.  Topics may include savings and investing, credit, insurance, taxes and social security, 
spending patterns and budget planning, contracts, and consumer protection.  These courses may also provide 
an overview of the American economy.                                                                        lab fee 
 
 
COLLEGE/CAREER READINESS 

( Career Mentorship/Grade10) 
Grades 10                      ½ credit 

   
 
This is a required course. Areas of study would include assessing career plans, managing job searches, and 
examining career and workplace issues, develop essential interpersonal skills, communication skills and 
workplace related skills.  The course has a mentorship experience attached.                                   lab fee   
                                                                                                                                               

CHILD DEVELOPMENT Grades 10-12 ½ credit 
 
Provides students with knowledge of how parents and child care providers meet the needs of infants and 
young children to provide for health growth and development.  Prominent theories of child psychology will be 
studied.             lab fee 
 
 

HEALTHY & SAFE FOODS Grades 11-12 ½ credit 
 
Develop practical problem solving that influences cultural and social factors that affect the body weight and 
healthy lifestyles.  Demonstrate safe food-handling practices related to food-borne pathogens and kitchen 
environments.  Students gain knowledge and skills in acquiring and practicing a healthy life style using dietary 
guidelines that will reduce the risk of chronic disease and unsafe habits.               lab fee 
 

Computer Technology 
 FRESHMEN PLEASE NOTE: 
 
The only computer class open to freshmen is Digital 
Media I. 
 
UPPER CLASSMEN: 
 
Digital Media I may NOT be taken AFTER Desktop 
Publishing, and Digital Media II classes. 
 
 
 
 

 
DIGITAL MEDIA I Grades 9-12 .5 credit 

 
Within this course, students will learn the basics of all software offered at Howland High School. This will 
include the software for computer applications, as well as the basics of Adobe Suite CS. Students will learn  

9th Grade                           10th Grade 
Digital Media I        Digital Media I 

      Desktop Publishing 
      Digital Media II 

       Web Page Design 
         
11th Grade      12th Grade 
Digital Media I       Digital Media I 
Desktop Publishing    Desktop Publishing 
Digital Media II     Digital Media II 
Web Page Design    Web Page Design 
Yearbook     Yearbook 
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DIGITAL MEDIA I - Continued Grades 9-12 .5 credit 
 
Microsoft Word, Excel, Publisher and Power Point. Students will learn Internet Safety as well as Rules and 
Regulations of the Internet usage. This course will be a stepping-stone into the next class, which would be 
Digital Media II. Photo Shop is also used in this course.                                                                        lab fee  
 
          

DESKTOP PUBLISHING Grades 10-12 .5 credit 
           
Desktop Publishing will use Microsoft Publisher, and Adobe C56, as well as digital cameras during the 
yearlong course to produce professional-looking publications.  Students will learn how to design a publication 
regarding its purpose and audience.  Design concepts such as appropriateness, balance, focus and flow and 
consistency will be used when creating documents.  Typography and the use of fonts, sizes and styles will be 
included in the subject material.  Photo Shop and Illustrator will be used to draw graphics, resize, move and 
delete graphics, as well as digital and scanned pictures to be included in publications.  Students will design 
advertisements, brochures, newsletters and packaging for projects they will create during the year.                       
                                                                       
                   
 DIGITAL MEDIA II Grades 10-12 .5 credit 

 
This course is the next step after basic Digital Media I but can also serve as an entry level course for students 
in grades 10-12. Students will learn more advanced techniques of Adobe Suite CS6 including; Photoshop 
Premier, and Illustrator. Within this course, students will also learn the basic techniques of video production, 
camera operation, story design, scriptwriting and video editing.                                 lab fee   
 
 

WEB PAGE DESIGN Grades 10-12 .5 credit 
 
In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of how to plan, design, and launch a complete Website with 
creative interfaces, strong graphic images, and functional site organization.  The course will focus on the 
development of design skills, and creativity utilizing web page design tools such as HTML, FrontPage, Java 
Script, DreamWeaver, Macro Media Flash, Adobe Fireworks and Adobe Photo Shop.                     lab fee 
 
 

Yearbook Grades 11-12 .5 credit 
 
The yearbook course is a collaborative business venture whose primary goal is to produce an accurate, 
thorough, consistent, technically correct record of the lives, emotions, and activities of the students in the high 
school.  The yearbook course requires students to take part in all aspects of production of the yearbook 
including: creating a theme, designing the Online Design, Adobe Photoshop, InDesign and Illustrator to aid in 
the development of the book.  It also deals with the funding of the book. Students are encouraged to participate 
in workshops and attend a three day camp at Slippery Rock University sponsored by the publisher of the book 
during the summer. 
 
Drama 

THEATRICS Grades 11-12 .5 credit 
 

Besides basic acting, the course will include exercises to improve the voice, oral interpretation, interaction, and 
movement.  Students will survey the history of drama from the Greek period to Broadway.  Theatrics carries a 
fine arts credit. 
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Music 
Each year of music/choir that is successfully completed, a 
student will earn 1.00 credit.  All final grades will be computed 
in the student’s grade point average/class rank.  The first credit 
earned will count as a student’s fine arts requirement. Credits 
earned thereafter will be counted in the total credits earned, as 
electives. 
 
BAND                     Grades 9-12                                    1 credit    
Instrumental Music is open to any student at Howland High 
School, although it is preferred that there is some prior 
involvement in the Middle School and elementary grades. The 
Marching Band starts rehearsal in July or August and continues 
until the end of football season. In addition to all Howland 
football games, the Band performs at local band nights and at 
other times of community interest. The Concert and Symphonic 
Bands meet from October/November to the end of the school 

year. Performances include concerts, and solo, ensemble and large group competitions. The Pep Band plays 
for selected home basketball games. Jazz Ensemble starts rehearsal in January leading to performances in 
the spring.                                                                                                  lab fee 
 

MAJORETTE Grades 9-12 ¼ credit 
 
Students are required to learn dance routines, a certain style of marching and perform at all band night shows 
and other occasions at which the marching band performs.  They also attend Band Camp in August and 
practice during the band period each school day during marching season.  In the spring of each year, try-outs 
are held and a panel of judges selects the majorettes on the basis of their total performance.    
 Prerequisite - by selection. 
 

A CAPPELLA CHOIR Men 9-12/Women 11-12 1 credit 
 
This is a year-long, advanced performance opportunity offered to all men (meeting course requirement or 
selected based on audition) and woman grades 11-12 (meeting course requirement or selected based on 
audition). The following vocal/musical skills for ensemble singing will be stressed: proper vocal production, 
blend and balance, sight-reading proficiency, ear training, expansion of range, technical facility, a cappella 
singing, dynamic nuances, and 4-6 part music.  Various languages will be incorporated in the repertoire, 
designed to challenge and perfect the musicianship of every member.  Students are expected & required to 
participate in several evening concerts throughout the year, as well as Large Group Competition, as it is a 
large portion of their grade.  Chamber Choir and Another Way consist of only members from A Cappella Choir. 
 
Prerequisite – Students must have a “B” or higher average from previous year (either High School or 
Middle School) to enter A Capella Choir.  If no previous experience, students must audition for director 
to be selected for this group. 
 
 

ADVANCED WOMEN’S CHOIR Women 9-10 1 credit 
         Women 11-12 (not meeting A Cappella prerequisite) 

 
This ensemble is open to all female voices.  Membership will be comprised primarily of freshman and 
sophomores.  Other students may be admitted according to their music reading skills and vocal maturity.  The 
following vocal/musical skills for ensemble singing will be stressed: proper vocal production, blend and  

9th Grade       10th Grade 
 
Adv. Women’s Choir Adv. Women’s Choir 
Band   A Cappella Choir 
Majorettes  Band 
A Cappella Choir Majorettes 

  Music Theory/History 
 
11th Grade  12th Grade 
 
Adv. Women’s Choir Adv. Women’s Choir 
A Cappella Choir A Cappella Choir 
Band               Band 
Majorettes  Majorettes 
Music Theory/History Music Theory/History 
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ADVANCED WOMEN’S CHOIR Women 9-10 1 credit 
(Continued)         Women 11-12 (not meeting A Cappella prerequisite) 

 
balance, sight-reading proficiency, ear training, expansion of range, technical facility, a cappella singing, 
dynamic nuances, and 3 & 4 part music.  Various styles of quality vocal literature are taught which expose the 
students to artistic beauty, develop musical sensitivity, and broaden cultural awareness.  Students are 
expected & required to participate in several evening concerts throughout the year, as well as Large Group 
Competition, as it is a large portion of their grade.  
Prerequisites - a desire to sing and the ability to sing within a prescribed vocal range.               lab fee 
 
 

MUSIC THEORY/HISTORY Grades 10-12 1 credit 
 
Music Theory/History is a year-long course offered to students with substantial musical backgrounds (either 
formal, notation-based training, or significant amounts of self-taught or “by ear” knowledge) who wish to 
become more familiar with musical structure, language, notation, and history of various styles of music. This 
course is designed to prepare a student for further Music Theory and Music History courses that one would 
take as a music major at the collegiate level.  
Prerequisite: Instructor approval - This elective is recommended for juniors and seniors.   

     

     Art 
 
BASIC ART                  Grades 9-12                     1 credit 
Basic Art is a hands-on, project oriented studio course that 
provides the opportunity to develop skills and proficiency in a 
variety of artistic mediums and techniques. The emphasis is on 
visual problem solving based on teacher demonstration and 
daily participation. Targeted areas of mastery include, but are 
not limited to; drawing and shading skills, one and two point 
perspective, design and composition, color theory, landscapes, 
portraiture and pen and ink. Art history will be introduced to 
compliment student projects.                                    lab fee 
                                                                                                                                        
 
 

                
 

THREE DEMINSIONAL DESIGN Grades 10-12 .5 credit 
 
Three-Dimensional Design will examine the function of space, volume, mass, plane, and line.  Sculptural 
issues will be explored through the solution of design problems.  The main emphasis of this course is the 
development of critical thinking skills as they apply to three-dimensional art forms and to help gain a deeper 
understanding of visual art.  The course will consist of a sequence of projects that will introduce the visual and 
verbal vocabulary and concepts of three- dimensional design: primarily line, plane, volume, mass, space, 
texture, scale, time, and context. Readings, handouts, slide lectures, demonstrations, informal discussions, 
individual and group critiques, quizzes and/or tests will supplement this course. 
Prerequisite - Basic Art with a “C” or above and Teacher Recommendation                          lab fee 
  
 
 
 

9th Grade         10th Grade 
Basic Art     Basic Art 

  3D Design 
  Drawing & Painting 
  Design & Illus.             

 
11th Grade    12th Grade 
Basic Art    Basic Art 
3D Design                3D Design 
Drawing & Painting    Drawing & Painting 
Design & Illus..    Design & Illus. 
AP Art History    AP Art History 
     Senior Studio 
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DRAWING AND PAINTING Grades 10-12 .5 credit 
 

Drawing and Painting is a course designed to examine and increase student ability in drawing and painting 
techniques. Students will gain experience working with several types of drawing and painting media. The 
course of study will reinforce student understanding of the elements and principles of art and design. The 
course will also examine color theory, use of appropriate painting tools, techniques, painting surfaces, color 
mixing, and compositional development. Students will learn to create, critique, evaluate, and appreciate works 
of art, as well as, explore and discuss their own aesthetic views about art. Art history will be infused throughout 
the course. 
 
Prerequisites- Basic Art with a “C” or above and Teacher Recommendation                           lab fee                        
 
    

DESIGN AND ILLUSTRATION Grades 10-12` .5 credit 
 

Design and Illustration is a studio art course that focuses on illustrative techniques and design principles as 
they relate to the commercial art/advertising field. Students will develop their own personal style as they strive 
to achieve mastery in various two dimensional mediums such as pencils, paints, charcoal, pen and ink, 
computer generated media and printmaking. 
 
Prerequisites - Basic Art with a “C” or above and Teacher Recommendation                        lab fee 

AP ART HISTORY Grade 11-12 1 credit 
 
The Advanced Placement (AP) History course is an introductory college-level course that gives students the 
opportunity to discover, appreciate, and acquire knowledge of art history through the ages, from the Paleolithic 
era to contemporary times.  Through readings, research, viewing images and videos, virtual and real visits to 
art museums and galleries, students will come to know the significant artists and artworks from diverse 
historical and cultural contexts.  A variety of art media and styles will be studied as the students look at 
architecture, manuscripts, painting, drawing, printmaking and sculpture, as a reflection of a given civilization 
and time period.  Writing skills will be important in the description, analysis, and comparison of these works.  
Students will be asked to look, research, discuss, and write about art in relation to such issues as patronage, 
gender, politics, religion, and ethnicity.  
 
Students are required to take the AP Art History exam upon completion of the course. 
 
 

SENIOR STUDIO Grade 12 1 credit 
 
Senior Studio is designed for the advanced art student to help align their choice of an art career or a vocation 
with a personal arts philosophy and a body of work developed throughout the course in the form of a portfolio. 
Emphasis will be placed on independent study. Students will be expected to visit galleries, write formal 
evaluations and engage in classroom critiques. Prerequisites - Basic Art with 2 additional art credits in 
either: Draw & Paint, Design Illustration and/or 3D Design and Teacher Recommendation.   
                                                         lab fee 
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New Class Offerings for 2016-2017 
 
CAREER-BASED 
INTERVENTION  (CBI) 

Grades 11-12 2-3 credits 

   
 
Length of course: 1 year (Course will also be offered to freshman and sophomores who meet the “at risk” 
criteria or ½-1 credit)   
The career-based intervention (CBI) program is designed for the academically disadvantaged student. The 
program incorporates a work-study component as well as employability skill sets. In addition, the program 
utilizes the A+ Learning System that allows students an opportunity to retrieve credits they may have lost. The 
A+ System is a research-based, direct instruction model offering a core curriculum in math, language arts, 
science and social studies. 
 
MYTHOLOGY AND SCIENCEC 
FICTION 

 ½ credit 

 
Length of course: semester 
The literature of this course will investigate man’s perceptions into his past along with understanding man’s 
role in the present and future. This survey course introduces students to popular writers in the science fiction 
field from Verne to Bradbury and to the ancient Roman and Greek gods and goddesses that still influence our 
literature, art, music and language today. Requirements include reading short stories, novels and plays, 
completing a science fiction/mythology project, and participate in in-class activities. 
 
TEST PREP (ACT, SAT,NGA)  ½ credit 
 
Length of course: semester 
This course prepares the student to be successful in standardized tests such as the Act, SAT, college entrance 
exams, or end of course.  Though mathematics is the main focus, time will also be spent preparing for the 
reading, language arts, socials studies, science, and logic parts of any test.  
 
WEATHER Grades 11-12 ½ credit 
 
Length of course: semester 
An examination of basic weather elements, their interrelationships and the natural laws that govern them. 
Focus is on both global scale atmospheric processes and localized factors that influence weather conditions 
and patterns. 
 
READ180 NEXT GENERATION  ½ -1 credit 
 
Length of course: semester/year 
READ 180 is the most effective system for raising reading achievement in Grades 4–12+. It is designed to help 
struggling readers meet the rigorous expectations of the new standards and experience success on the new 
assessments. Students are guided by the online software program to master comprehension, fluency, 
vocabulary and spelling skills before moving to the next level.  During the class, students also select and read 
independent novels, tracking their comprehension with daily logs, and they learn to write well organized 
academic essays 
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REAL WORLD MATH  ½ credit 
 
Length of course: semester 
Students will develop a deeper understanding of the mathematics of finance to include: money management, 
risk management and financial planning related to consumer and family studies, career and technical 
education and personal finance.  The emphasis will be on refining problem-solving skills using project-based 
learning activities and academic integration within the context of financial applications.  The use of technology, 
including calculators and computer, is an integral part of this course. 
 
APPLIED ALGEBRA  1 credit 
 
Length of course: year long 
This course will provide students with necessary skills in mathematical principles necessary to prepare them 
for Algebra I and the next generation end course exams needed for graduation. This class will be offered to 
incoming freshman that are not ready for the Algebra I track as they enter high school 
 
MODERN EVENTS  ½ credit 
 
Length of course: semester 
This one year course is a survey of political, social and economic issues during the current year.  The theme of 
the course will emphasize the evaluation of current events and their effect on society, including controversial 
issues. 
 
SOCIOLOGY  ½ credit 
 
Length of course: semester 
The scientific study of human social behavior. Topics discussed throughout the course include social structures 
and institutions, agents of socialization during childhood, adolescence, and adulthood, deviance, crime and 
social control, racial and social equality, gender, age and health, and science and mass media 
 
3D PRINTING AND VIRTUAL 
REALITY PROGRAMMING 

 ½ credit 

 
Length of course: semester 
Learn how a 3D program operates and how to design and make items in 3D program to print. In addition to 
helping students develop problem solving skills and a basic understanding of computer programming concepts. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER 
APPLICATIONS 

(Mandatory for all freshman) 
 

½ credit 

   
 
Length of course: semester 
This course is designed to familiarize students with computers and their applications. It will also emphasize the 
use of computers and technology throughout their high school, college, and future careers. Students will learn 
fundamental concepts of computer hardware and software and become familiar with a variety of computer 
applications, including word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and multimedia presentations. Students will 
also investigate Internet-based applications, working with email and learning how to browse the web. 
Coursework also includes activities that explore social and ethical issues related to computers. 
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