
  
 

 
 
May 1, 2020 
 
Dear Families, 
 
I have no doubt that you may have already heard that our school buildings are closed for the remainder of this 
academic year.  While this recent announcement by Governor Cuomo today may have been expected, it causes so 
many mixed emotions that we will need to process.  We have already been putting many ideas together for the plans 
we will need to make to continue learning and bring honor to our students.  
 
We can and will adjust to this announcement.  It is our reality now, but it is not forever.  We will strive to meet the 
continued challenges school campus closure brings.  Every day we are learning new things that will help us to be 
stronger and better when we reopen in September. 

It is important to note, that learning is on.  Instruction and learning are not shut down.  Our thoughts, too, are with 
our seniors, all of our students, our families, and certainly our entire community.  We know this NYS “on pause” 
has been difficult for everyone in different ways and for many reasons.  We will continue our work with 
compassion, grace, and the premise of making good overall decisions in mind.  Our efforts will focus on the 
following for the immediate future: 

• continued instruction and access to learning in all its forms 
• important school events like graduation and celebrations of students 
• concrete plans for re-opening as soon as we’re able – hopefully for a fresh new start in September 

There are several “unknowns” that you may be wondering about that we will communicate answers and solutions as 
thoughtfully and as soon as we are able. 
 
In light of the upcoming week – staff appreciation week, please allow me to thank our staff, including teachers, 
support staff, administration, as well as the Board of Education for working tirelessly to meet the challenges we face 
during this crisis.  Our staff have gone above and beyond, been solution-minded and collaborative, and have never 
worked harder to find ways to meet the needs of our students and their families.  I commend our teachers, support 
staff, and administration for navigating this change together. 

We are certainly here for you.  We are mindful of the stressors families are enduring every day, we are living them 
with you.  Thank you for communicating and collaborating with us.  Cooperstown has a lot to celebrate now.  We 
are learning that we are strong, and letting our immense love for our children be our guiding light in our efforts.  
We will focus on positivity, planning and being the school our community needs us to be now and in the future. 

Please stay well and keep strong.  None of us is alone in this crisis.  We are CCS strong – together! 
 
 
 
Dr. Crankshaw 
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