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April Showers 
bring May Flow-
ers...Happy May 
Day. Go do 
something  to-
day for someone 
else. Leave a 
May Day basket 
on a neighbor’s 
doorstep. :) 

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: Golf was the 
first sport played on the moon, 
done so by Alan Shepard. 
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK: Apply 
deodorant the night before rather 
than the morning. It will be more 
effective and you’ll sweat less.  
 
CROATIAN WORD OF THE WEEK:  
Home = doma (doh-mah) 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: Did you hear 
about the mathematician who’s 
afraid of negative numbers? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: Why 
do you tell actors to “break a leg?” 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, May 1 
 - No School—Online Learning 
 - Elementary drop off last week’s 
learning packets, pick up new  
Monday, May 4 
 - MAP Testing @ 10:30 (HS) 
 - No School—Online Learning 
Tuesday, May 5 
 - MAP Testing @ 10:30 (HS) 
 - No School—Online Learning 
Wednesday, May 6 
 - MAP Testing @ 10:30 (HS) 
 - No School—Online Learning 
Thursday, May 7 
 - No School—Online Learning 
 - Elementary drop off last week’s 
learning packets, pick up new 
ones 
Friday, May 8 
- No School—Online Learning 
 - Elementary drop off last week’s 
learning packets, pick up new  

 
Worth Mentioning 

 
COUNTDOWN TO RETURN:  
Garretson continues to follow the 
original recommendation of 
schools closed through May 31.  
 
YEARBOOK REQUEST We are in a 
unique experience. If any stu-
dents want to contribute “online 
learning” pictures for the year-
book that would be great! It can 
be screen shots of work, struggles 
you’ve had or major successes! Be 
creative. 

JOKE: He’ll stop at “nothing” to avoid them   BRAINTEASER: Because every play has a “cast” 

Final countdown 

Blue Ink 
by Kylie Uhl 
senior writer 
 
     Last Friday high school and middle school students 
received an announcement saying that lessons would no 
longer be assigned after today May 1 instead of May 23. 
Therefore students who are done with all their assign-
ments are now done aside from MAP testing. If students 
haven’t finished their assignments they must continue 
into the following week. May 18 will be the last day to 
submit any missing work and May 20 all grades will be 
posted and finalized. 
     On May 13-15 and May 18-22 between noon and 3:00, 
students will drop off textbooks, iPads (provided they are 
done with all their classwork), and grab belongings from 
their lockers. This many dates will help offer social dis-
tancing since there are eight days to do these tasks. The 
amount of people being at the school at the same time 
shouldn’t be a problem.  
     It’s not official on how the students will clean out their 
lockers or if they will already be cleaned and just have to 
pick up their belongings. 
     “I feel that administration should let at least the sen-
iors clean out their lockers since we lost the last part of 
our senior year. Something as normal as cleaning out our 
lockers for the last time might be a nice sentimental ges-
ture” said senior Kylie Uhl. 

     This time slot may not work for all students when re-
turning school property and even assignments but  ele-
mentary principal Mrs. Hulcher doesn’t seem to be too 
worried. “Overall, our students have been very successful 
with getting things done and turned in! We have a few 
iPads checked out and we’ll work with families on getting 
those back if they aren’t returned by the 19th of May.” 
     Elementary learning has looked a little different during 
this distanced time. While middle and high school have 
relied on their iPads, elementary has had physical pack-
ets of work sent home. While these students usually get 
end of the year report cards, this year will look a little 
different explained Mrs. Hulscher. “We are tracking what 
standards were covered in the materials sent home and 
how much of the work was completed. “ 
     In the past Garretson has let students start summer 
break early depending on semester tests and having 
completed all assignments.  
     Sophomore Noel Johnson stated “ I think it would be 
cool to keep this sort of thing because it’s like a reward 
for being on top of things. I think it will also motivate kids 
to try harder on tests.” 

The approaching end of the school 
year leaves questions as to how to 
wrap up while still social distancing 

 
 

Senior spotlight 

SENIOR PROJECT:  
Putting on a livestock showmanship camp and buy 
and show pigs! 
 
ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:  
FFA, Cheerleading, 
4-H, & Trapshooting 
 
WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST:  
My FFA Family 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:  
Attend SDSU and major in Animal Science 

Tessa Pederson 

SENIOR PROJECT:  
Tattooing 
 
ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:  
Volleyball 
Football Cheer 
 
WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST:  
My girls and pregame jam sessions and Kenzie’s 
house 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:  
Attend Lake Area Tech for Cyber Security Specialist 

Bella Peters 
Senior spotlight 
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North Korean leader mystery: is he really dead? 
by Nika Sapunar 
staff writer 
 
     Kim Jong-un is a North Korean politician, and Supreme Leader of North 
Korea since 2011. He has served as the leader of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
since 2012. New rumors say that he might be very ill or even dead. He was 
last seen on April 11, when the state media showed him presiding over a 
meeting regarding the coronavirus situation in the country. 
     But there have been no photographs and no videos of the leader in nearly 
three weeks, only state media reports of him sending written greetings to 
world leaders. The South Korean government, think that Kim still appears to 
be in power and that there have been no signs that something big has hap-
pened in North Korea. Some unconfirmed news reports say Kim is in fragile 
condition or even a vegetative state following heart surgery. 
     Other sources say that Kim hasn’t appeared in public because of the focus 
on the coronavirus. This sort of vanishing act has happened before, but this 
time has set rumors that for the first time, as leader, he missed the most im-
portant holiday of the North Korean year, the April 15, celebration of his 
grandfather’s birth, North Korean founder Kim Il Sung. 

 
His own children, there are thought to be three, 
are still too young to take over, the oldest child is 
thought to be a 10 year-old girl. Graham said that 
US President Donald Trump is more than happy to 
get a "win-win" business with North Korea. "So if 
this guy is dead, I hope the guy who takes over will 
work with President Trump to make North Korea a 
better place for everybody," he added. 
     One report, citing senior Community Party 
sources in Beijing, claims Kim died while undergo-
ing a minor operation because his surgeon was so 
nervous his hands were shaking. Another uncon-
firmed report claims Kim died during an operation 
because he is obese his surgeon was so used to 
treating malnourished citizens, which reportedly 
make up 40% of the population. 
     Last week, the South Korean Daily NK said Kim 
underwent a cardiovascular procedure on April 12 and was recovering. 

by Grace Panning 
staff writer 
 
     The Corona virus is taking the world by storm. 
So here are some basic questions about the virus 
with answers from the South Dakota Department 
of Health and the Center for Disease Control. 
  
Q: How many are affected right now/states near 
us?  
A: South Dakota= 2,373 
 - Minnesota= 4,644  
 - North Dakota= 1,033  
 - Nebraska= 3,784  
 - Iowa= 6,843  
Q: What does “positive cases mean?”  
A: A positive case is when a patient has tested pos-
itive by a public health laboratory, but results are 
pending confirmation at CDC. For public health 
purposes, a presumptive positive result using the 
CDC test is treated as a positive.  
Q: What does “negative cases mean?  
A: It means that a patient has undergone the test 
but it turned out negative. - What does 
“community spread” mean  
Q: How many people have recovered?  
A: USA= 150,737  
 - South Dakota= 1,492 
 - Minnesota= 252  
Q: Other places?  
A: UK= 171,253 

 - Brazil= 80,246 
 - Hawaii= 613 
 - Russia= 106,498  
Q: How many people are hospitalized due to the 
virus?  
A: South Dakota= 45% 
 - US= 53%  
Q: What percentage is that of the total number of 
people who have this?  
A: 72%  
Q: Are numbers trending up or down? Are we 
getting more or less daily infections?  
A: The numbers in the US keep going up, but the 
numbers in China are decreasing.  
Q: How many active cases are there?  
A: In the entire world= 3,295,880  
Q: What age ranges are most infected?  
A: 55+  
Q: What age ranges are most hospitalized?  
A: Younger adults are the most hospitalized.  
Q: Do those numbers vary depending on the 
state?  
A: No, this is surprisingly the same in each state.  
     While the data is changing on a daily basis, I 
hope we continue to trend downward. I hope co-
rona goes away soon so that we get our summer 
back to normal!  

Coronavirus questions 
Common ideas you may have been wondering about 

Local COVID-19 
Update Data from SD 

Dept of Health 
Updated April 30 

Missed moments  
by Hayden Olofson 
senior writer 
 
     Around the world the corona-
virus has caused many upsets to 
people's lives. Garretson stu-
dents have been directly affected 
by this. Listed below are a few 
ways this has influenced the Gar-
retson students. 
     Due to the coronavirus, we as 
seniors have had to miss out on 
many weeks of our final school 
year, prom, and having to re-
schedule graduation to a later 
date. Instead of going to school 
during this pandemic, we are 
staying home and doing our clas-
ses online with a live zoom chat a 
couple times a week. Outside of 
school work, students are spend-

ing their free time outside, with 
family, or taking up a new hobby. 
     Canceling of events due to the 
pandemic has made many crea-
tive ways to celebrate. Some 
things the community is doing to 
cheer us up is surprising the sen-
iors with a yard sign for their 
lawn, “adopt a senior” gifts, and 
coaches driving around to ath-
lete’s houses to hand out awards 
from the past year since we can’t 
have a banquet. Also, graduation 
has been moved to a later date 
from May 23rd to June 20th at 
1pm. Even though they moved 
graduation, social distancing 
guidelines still could be a possi-
bility. 
     Prom is one of the biggest 
events of the year. Students have 

been looking forward to this 
event all year especially seniors. 
2021 junior class has put a lot of 
work planning the event, thanks 
for the effort. It is a shame it was 
cancelled without a chance of 
rescheduling. 
     In conclusion, the virus has 
ruined many special moments. 
As a senior I can speak for the 
rest of my class saying we are 
very sad that our year has to end 
like this. Although we know it's 
for the health and safety of the 
community, it still really sucks, 
but there is a lot to look forward 
to in our future. To the class of 
2021, don’t take moments for 
granted. 

Kim Jong-Un is the third 
generation of the Kim dynasty to 
rule over North Korea.  His 
immense power and control over 
the country’s military and people, 
has his  followed by many other 
governments. 

RIP Class of 2020 #Rona 
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The NFL alternative was gaining steam in its second go round but had to 
call it quits, bankrupting the league 

XFL debunked...again 

by Parker Schlenker 
staff writer 
 
     Around a month or so ago the Covid-19 
pandemic spread like wildfire throughout 
the U.S. and the rest of the world. With 
the virus reaching and affecting pro ath-
letes around the world this called for stop-
page of play in just about every sport in 
every country. One of these sports being 
one of America’s past times, football.  
     After other major sports organizations started shutting down and stopping all games they XFL decided they would 
also be ceasing their young 5 week season of games and all of their practices until further notice due to the Corona-
virus (Covid-19). After the statement of the XFL postponement they came out and said to the public that they would 
still plan on playing a full season in 2021 and all the years after that.  
     However in recent news it seems as if the XFL organization is going bankrupt once again. According to Eriq Gardner 
of the Hollywood Reporter who tweeted out that the organization filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy last Monday. Be-
fore the bankruptcy the XFL had completed five of its ten regular season weeks when they postponed and then filed 
for bankruptcy. Not only has the XFL filed for bankruptcy but they also just announced a couple days ago that they 
will be suspending all operations, laying employees off, and that they had no further plans to play during 2021.  
     The company, which is currently owned by WWE CEP/president Vince McMahon and Alpha Entertainment, an-
nounced their suspension through a tweet on the WWE’s official twitter page saying, “Given the uncertainty of the 
current environment, the XFL has suspended operation and is evaluating next steps.”  
     Now some may remember that this isn’t WWE’s first attempt to successfully run and own a football organization 
because the XFL originated back in 2001 and was ran successfully for one season.  
     With some XFL players not good enough to enter the NFL combine or draft, they are forced to turn back to their 
daily jobs and lives but some moved on to this years NFL draft and others have been signed onto NFL teams. 

NFL Online 
Draft 

by Mason Hofer 
senior writer 
 
     Thursday, April 23, this day 
marked the beginning of 224 young 
mans careers in the NFL. This was not 
a normal draft due to coronavirus of 
course. The 2020 NFL Draft was the 
first ever online draft, NFL Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell announced all 
the draft picks from his home, and 
camera’s were placed in the draftee’s 
homes to catch reactions 
     As there is every year, following 
the draft they’re are rumors and sur-
prising choices from the organiza-
tions. The biggest this is the packers 
drafting a quarterback first round 
when the whole fan base (including 
Aaron Rodgers) were hoping for a 
receiver. 
     After every draft, ESPN grades 
every teams draft bases on how well 
they think their picks are. Hometown 
Vikings were close to the top of the 
list with an overall A rating. 
     Lots of other teams received high 
ratings, but the worst was in fact, the 
Green Bay Packers. ESPN stated that 
they constantly drafted players for 
holes that did not need to be filled. 
     It is not clear how other leagues 
will be affected by coronavirus, espe-
cially now that it is slowly going 
away. The NFL is still scheduled to 
start on time with fans. 
     The NBA draft that was scheduled 
for late June, has been moved to ei-
ther August or September, and the 
continuation of the NBA season could 
be delayed until December. 

Senior  
Spotlight 

Kylie Uhl 
SENIOR PROJECT:  
Designing and making prom dress 
 
ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:  
Softball 
Wrestling Cheer 
FFA  
Volleyball Stats 
St. Rose of Lima Discipleship 

WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST: 
Me and Kennedy teaching Top new 
jitterbug tricks and Chloe coming into 
Ag singing “Deeper than the Hol-
ler”...and Drew 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR: Attend Iowa 
Lakes for a two year transfer degree in 
athletic training. 

Senior Spotlight Jayden Clark 

SENIOR PROJECT: Learning how to 
drive a team of horses 
 
ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:  
Soccer, Softball, Golf, FCA, NHS 
 

WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST:  
Playing sports with my friends 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:  
Attend a four year college  

Senior Spotlight Austin Top 

SENIOR PROJECT:  
Making a homecoming lip dub and 
school mascot  
 
ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN:  
Football 
Baseball 
Mentoring 
 
WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS 
MOST:  
I’m going to miss my bros 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:  
Go to college for physical  educa-
tion along with advanced coaching 
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SNL Zoom call 

by Parker Schlenker 
staff writer 
 
     With the current outbreak of the Coronavirus 
many companies including companies in the en-
tertainment business have taken major losses in 
income. But NBC and the cast of their hit show 
Saturday Night Live have changed and adapted so 
that they can still put out entertainment for those 
who are working from home and quarantined and 
they’ve also found a way to make a decent source 
of income with airing live episodes on the mobile 
app Zoom.  
     The industry had this episode planned and 
worked on a 90-minute episode for their show last Saturday night. They had it 
all sketched out and planned and they even had jokes that ended with funny 
punch lines that had to do with Zoom.  
     A lot of people were very impressed with the skits and thought that it was 
very productive for the show. The ones stuck working from home didn’t feel 
alone this past weekend the SNL cast also had to work and do the call from 
their homes and they had to find ways to stay productive and stay busy with 
all the free time on their hands. Another con of the cast working from home 
this means they had to form a 90-minute show that didn’t include any kind of 
props, costumes, or anything audio/visual effects.  

     Although they found many struggles they also found a couple successes 
such has having guest host Tom Hanks who just recently recovered from the 
Coronavirus and he said in his opening monologue, “It’s SNL, there will be 
some good stuff, maybe one or two stinkers.” Some of the skits involved Pete 
Davidson rapping in his basement about rapper Drake’s new song and anoth-
er Aidy Bryant was giving a meditation journey with different Zoom back-
grounds.  
     SNL aired another “live” episode via Zoom last week, this time with Brad 
Pitt.  SNL  plans to continue to push out new content  this way until a “new 
normal” plan is established. 

SENIOR PROJECT: Plan and host a painting event 
 
ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN: Soccer, football cheer, bas-
ketball, track, NHS, and FCA 
 
WHO/WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST: Sports. Seeing 
my friends every day. My family. 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR: Attend Grand Canyon Uni-
versity majoring in biology with pre-med intentions 

Tongue twisters 
Compiled by Parker Schlenker 
staff writer 
 
1. I saw a kitten eating chicken in the kitchen  
2. If a dog chews shoes, whose shoes does he 
choose?  
3. I thought I thought of thinking of thanking you  
4. I wish to wash my Irish wristwatch  
5. Near an ear, a nearer ear, a nearly eerie ear  
6. Eddie edited it  
7. Willie’s really weary  
8. A big black bear sat on a big black rug  
9. Tom threw Tim three thumbtacks  
10. He threw three free throws  

Practice speaking and 
enunciating for when 
you are able to go out 
in public freely again 

Or 
A great game to play 

with those in your 
homes. Who can get 
through all tongue 

twisters 10 the fastest? 

Senior Spotlight 
Hayden Stoterau 


