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April 30, 2020 

Waterford High School Class of 2020 Graduation Plans 
 

We understand that this is a time like no other and that we are all dealing with the emotional 
stress of losing out on a senior year and the normalcy that goes along with that. As we are 
moving through this unprecedented time, we are having to look at our traditions and try to 
maintain as much as we can while keeping everyone safe and healthy.  We have come up with 
a plan that will both offer a means to commemorate this joyous event of graduation as well as 
keeping hope to be able to offer the traditional graduation that we all want.  We have debated 
over what to do and looked for guidance from ODE and the Ohio Department of Health.  We 
have devised a plan that we believe fits within the guidelines while trying to make the events as 
close to the traditional graduation as we can in a safe manner.  We also have in place later 
dates to try to have a traditional graduation if it is safe at a later date.  
 
Below is the timeline of events for seniors: 

● May 12 12:00-6:00pm - Turn in of items.  This will be held in the small gym.  You will 
enter the small gym at the back door.  Please have with you any text books, library 
books, chromebook and charger, calcular and charger if you have one, any athletic 
equipment and payment of any fees.  Please bring your chromebook charged and ready 
to power on.  You will also have the opportunity to pay any outstanding fee bills at this 
time.  After turning in your materials you will be permitted to clean out your locker and to 
take a final walk through the building.  Students will also receive their caps and gowns at 
this time.  

○ Any senior wanting to purchase their chromebook, please let us know.  The fee 
will be $200.  

● May 16th - Scheduled Times  Taping of virtual Graduation 
○ 9:00-10:00 - Speeches 
○ 10:00-11:00 - A-Hilverding 
○ 11:00-12:00 - Hitt - R. Miller 
○ 12:30-1:30 - Neader - M. Schaad 
○ 1:30-2:30 - W. Schaad - Zimmer 

● May 24th at 2:00pm - will be the real graduation IF the Health Departments has lifted the 
restriction on the number of individuals at a gathering.  We have back up dates reserved 
in the event that this restriction is not lifted at this time.  If we need a backup date, we will 
move to the next date.  Again, if the limitations on gatherings have been lifted.  This is to 
ensure the health and safety of our students and the community.  

○ June 28 at 2:00 
○ July 26 at 2:00 

 



Process for Virtual Graduation Taping:  While we know that this isn’t ideal, we want to ensure 
that this moment is captured given the current health situation and the unknown future 
expectations.  

● Students would come to the school dressed in graduation attire with their cap and gown.  
● Each student will be permitted to bring 4 family members with them.  We understand that 

there are many that would love to come and see this event.  However, with the restriction 
of 10 to a gathering and we will need to have staff present to video and photograph, this 
will keep us within the guidelines.  

● Students will be assigned a number and will be called in by their number.  This will be 
done alphabetically (minus those with speeches).  This number will be placed on the 
glass doors to communicate who is to enter next.  Individuals are asked to remain in 
their cars until they are called.  

● Students and their guests will enter the Commons area at the Cooper and will be placed 
in an “on deck” area until it is their turn to enter the gym. 

●  When students enter the gym, they will be called to the stage.  They will have their 
name called like a tradition graduation and then walk to Mr. Baldwin to receive their 
diploma.   They will have a professional photograph taken of this event while also being 
video recorded.  After the photo, the student will move their tassel. This photo will be 
given to the student as a 5x7 gift.  

● Students will also have a head and shoulder shot taken in their cap and gown with their 
diploma.  These photos will be made into banners to be placed on the fence for the 
summer to recognize the seniors.  

● After the completion of this, students will exit the side gym doors.  
● Each student will receive 5 copies of the program.  
● Photos taken during the ceremony will be available for order from the photographer.  
● Banners will be hung from the time that they are received until August 1 and then will be 

gifted to the students. 
● Students will all receive an 8x10 of the composite picture that is on the wall in place of a 

class picture.  If a class picture can be taken at a later graduation date, the students will 
be able to purchase this as well.  The composite will be gifted by the school.  

● All video clips will be put together to create a finished product that will be live streamed 
on Sunday May 24th at 2:00pm in the event that we are not able to be together for a 
traditional graduation.  

 
Other Information: 

● Senior Awards - This will be done virtually at this time.  There will be additional 
information coming.  If you receive a scholarship, please let Mrs. Morris and Mrs. 
Delaney know so that you can be recognized.  These aren’t always communicated with 
the school.  

 
 
Sincerely,  
Douglas A. Baldwin 


