
April 30, 2020 
 
Dear Rams Family, 
 
Last evening, Carmen Ayala, the Illinois State Superintendent released information to school districts 
regarding graduation and recognition ceremonies. The following is a part of this communication:  

“We need to remember that no matter how devastating it feels to miss these sacred rites of spring, the 
health and safety of our students, families, and communities must remain our top priority.” 

“Therefore, in-person graduation ceremonies of any kind are not allowed at this time. This directive 
extends to drive-through graduation ceremonies or events where students come in small groups to the 
school or another location for a photo or to walk across a stage. The Governor’s extended stay-at-home 
order prohibits group gatherings. I join you in hoping that events can resume in person sooner rather 
than later, but that time is not now.” 

Shelbyville CUSD #4 is very disappointed by this information. Many districts throughout the state have 
been creative in finding ways to recognize our Seniors for their accomplishments during this 
unprecedented time. Shelbyville High School has planned a drive through recognition for our Seniors on 
May 16th that incorporates social distancing and safety into the planning of the event. The high school 
has also designated dates in the summer for a traditional graduation ceremony. 

Since this information from the State Superintendent came as a surprise to school districts, Shelbyville 
CUSD #4 will need to reevaluate the district’s plan of action for these events. As decisions are made, we 
will communicate them with our community.  

Below is a link to see the full statement from the State Superintendent.  

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Weekly-Message-Display-Form.aspx?ItemId=194 

If you would like to provide your questions or opinions to the Illinois State Board of Education and the 
State Superintendent please access the following link: 

http://webprod1.isbe.net/contactisbe/ 

If you have any questions related to Shelbyville CUSD #4, please contact me at 217-774-4626 or via 
email at schurichts@shelbyville.k12.il.us 

Sincerely, 

 

Shane Schuricht  

Superintendent 

Shelbyville CUSD #4 
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