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Philosophy  7 
 8 
The Public School Board of Trustees recognizes its constitutionally mandated obligation “to 9 
provide a basic system of free, quality, public elementary education.”   The board is committed 10 
to furnishing this education to students of the community consistent with the legal requirements 11 
of the State of Montana. 12 
 13 
All policies developed and action taken by the board is done for the purpose of providing a 14 
quality general education for all students of the district. 15 
 16 
Goals  17 
 18 
The district’s educational program will seek to provide an opportunity for each child to develop 19 
his/her maximum potential.  Objectives for the educational program are: 20 
 21 

• To develop the fundamental skills of reading, writing and mathematics. 22 
• To develop a knowledge and appreciation of art, music, literature, and nature. 23 
• To promote self-worth and self-discipline. 24 
• To develop competence in choosing appropriate behavior forming positive relationships 25 

within the school and community. 26 
• To promote the student to attain and maintain physical and mental fitness. 27 
• To develop a desire to learn. 28 
• To teach each student their rights and responsibilities as citizens and members of society. 29 
• To assist students in the development of problem solving, creative thinking and 30 

critical/deductive thinking skills. 31 
• To assist the student to adapt to technological change and its impact on his/her present 32 

and future life. 33 
• To provide fundamental career concepts and skills. 34 
• To help the student develop respect for the needs and values of others, while maintaining 35 

his/her own individuality. 36 
• To help each student strive for excellence and instill a desire to reach the limit of his/her 37 

potential. 38 
• To seek parental input concerning the educational process at Blue Creek School. 39 
 40 
In order to attain the above goals the School District will: 41 
 42 
• Provide a one-track system of schooling that allows all students to have an equal 43 

educational opportunity 44 
• Provide an elementary education that primarily stresses Reading/Language Arts and 45 

Mathematics.  To also incorporate into the curriculum the secondary topics of 46 
Citizenship, Physical Fitness, Social Studies, Science, Health, Music, Arts, and Library 47 
skills as time and finances allow. 48 

 49 
Legal Reference 10.55.701.  ARM, Board of Trustee 50 
Policy History: 51 
Adopted on: February 13, 2003 52 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 53 
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School Year Calendar and Day 5 
 6 
School Calendar 7 
 8 
The Board annually shall approve the dates for opening and closing classes, teacher in-services, 9 
the length and dates of vacation, and the days designated as legal school holidays.   10 
 11 
Commemorative Holidays 12 
 13 
The teachers and students may devote a portion of the day on each commemorative holiday 14 
designated in § 20-1-306, MCA, to study and honor the commemorated person or occasion.  The 15 
Board may, from time to time, designate a regular school day as a commemorative holiday. 16 
 17 
School Day 18 
 19 
The District shall provide the number of hours of pupil instruction required by Montana law.  At 20 
least the minimum number of aggregate hours must be conducted during each school fiscal year. 21 
The minimum aggregate hours required by grade are: 22 

 23 
(a) 720 hours for grades 1 through 3; 24 
(b) 1,080 hours for grades 4 through 12; and 25 
(c) 1,050 hours may be sufficient for graduating seniors. 26 

 27 
 28 
Legal References: § 20-1-301, MCA School fiscal year 29 
   § 20-1-302, MCA School day and week 30 
   § 20-1-303, MCA Conduct of School on Saturday or Sunday  31 
      prohibited - exceptions 32 
   § 20-1-304, MCA Pupil-instruction-related day 33 
   § 20-1-306, MCA Commemorative exercises on certain days 34 
   ARM 10.55.701 Board of Trustees 35 
   ARM 10.65.101-103 Pupil-Instruction-Related Days 36 
   ARM 10.55.906 High School Credit 37 
 38 
Policy History: 39 
Adopted on: February 13, 2003 40 
Revised on: May 10, 2010 41 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 42 
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Grade Organization 5 
 6 
The District maintains instructional levels for grades kindergarten through eight (8).  The 7 
grouping and housing of instructional levels in school facilities shall be according to plans 8 
developed by the Administrator and approved by the Board.  Agreements may be made with 9 
other districts to provide schooling for Blue Creek students in the event the district does not have 10 
sufficient facilities to house those students. 11 
 12 
Instructional programs shall be coordinated between each grade and between levels of schools. 13 
 14 
A student will be assigned to an instructional group or a classroom which will best serve the 15 
needs of that individual while still considering the rights and needs of other students.  Factors to 16 
be considered in classroom assignments are:  class size, peer relations, student/teacher relations, 17 
instructional style of individual teachers, and any other variables that will affect the performance 18 
of the student. 19 
 20 
The criteria for grouping should be based upon the learning goals and objectives being addressed 21 
and the student’s ability to achieve those purposes. 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
Legal Reference: § 20-6-501, MCA Definition of various schools 26 
 27 
Policy History: 28 
Adopted on:  February 13, 2003 29 
Revised on:  January 8, 2007 30 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 31 
 32 
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 7 
Continuous Progress Education 8 
 9 
The Board acknowledges its responsibility for developing and implementing a curriculum 10 
designed to provide for sequential intellectual and skill development necessary for students to 11 
progress on a continuous basis from elementary through secondary school. 12 
 13 
The Administrator is directed to develop instructional programs which will enable each student 14 
to learn at the student’s best rate.  The instructional program shall strive to provide for: 15 
 16 
1. Placement of a student at the student’s functional level; 17 
 18 
2. Learning materials and methods of instruction considered to be most appropriate to the 19 

student’s learning style; and 20 
 21 
3. Evaluation to determine if the desired student outcomes have been achieved. 22 
 23 
Each year, the Administrator shall determine the degree to which such instructional programs are 24 
being developed and implemented.  Accomplishment reports submitted annually shall provide 25 
the Board with the necessary information to make future program improvement decisions. 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
Policy History: 30 
Adopted on:  February 13, 2003 31 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 32 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 33 
 34 
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Curriculum Development and Assessment 5 
 6 
 The Board is responsible for curriculum adoption and must approve all significant changes, 7 
including the adoption of new textbooks and new courses, before such changes are made.  The 8 
Administrator is responsible for making curriculum recommendations.  The curriculum shall be 9 
designed to accomplish the learning objectives and goals for excellence contained in the 10 
District’s educational philosophy, mission statement, objectives and goals. 11 
 12 
Development and Assessment 13 
 14 
A written sequential curricula shall be developed for each subject area.  The curricula shall 15 
address learner goals, content and program area performance standards and District education 16 
goals, and shall be constructed to include such parts of education as content, skills, and thinking.  17 
A curriculum review cycle and time lines for curriculum development and evaluations shall be 18 
developed as well. 19 
 20 
The staff and administration will suggest materials and resources to include supplies, books, 21 
materials and equipment necessary for development and implementation of the curriculum and 22 
assessment that are consistent with the goals of the education program.  These materials shall be 23 
reviewed at least every five (5) years. 24 
 25 
In all program areas and at all levels, the District shall assess student progress toward achieving 26 
learner goals and program area performance standards including: the content and data; the 27 
accomplishment of appropriate skills; the development of critical thinking and reasoning; and 28 
attitude.  The District will use assessment results to improve the education program, and use 29 
effective and appropriate tools for assessing such progress.  This may include, but is not limited 30 
to: standardized tests; criterion-referenced tests; teacher-made tests; ongoing classroom 31 
evaluation; actual communication assessments such as writing, speaking, and listening 32 
assessments; samples of student work and/or narrative reports passed from grade to grade; 33 
samples of students' creative and/or performance work; and, surveys of carry-over skills to other 34 
program areas and outside of school.   35 
 36 
Cross Reference:  2000    Goals 37 
   2110   Objectives 38 
 39 
Legal Reference: § 20-3-324, MCA Powers and duties 40 
   § 20-4-402, MCA Duties as District Superintendent or county high 41 

school principal 42 
   § 20-7-602, MCA Textbook selection and adoption 43 
   10.55.603, ARM Curriculum Development and Assessment 44 
 45 
Policy History: 46 
Adopted on: September 9, 1999 47 
Revised on: December 14, 2017 48 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 49 
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Student and Family Privacy Rights 5 
 6 
Surveys - General 7 
 8 
All surveys requesting personal information from students, as well as any other instrument used 9 
to collect personal information from students, must advance or relate to the District’s educational 10 
objectives as identified in Board Policy.  This applies to all surveys, regardless of whether the 11 
student answering the questions can be identified and regardless of who created the survey. 12 
 13 
Surveys Created by a Third Party 14 
 15 
Before the District administers or distributes a survey created by a third party to a student, the 16 
student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may inspect the survey upon request and within a reasonable time 17 
of their request. 18 
 19 
This section applies to every survey: (1) that is created by a person or entity other than a District 20 
official, staff member, or student, (2) regardless of whether the student answering the questions 21 
can be identified, and (3) regardless of the subject matter of the questions. 22 
 23 
Surveys Requesting Personal Information 24 
 25 
School officials and staff members shall not request, nor disclose, the identity of any student who 26 
completes ANY survey containing one (1) or more of the following items: 27 
 28 
1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent/guardian; 29 
2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family; 30 
3. Behavior or attitudes about sex; 31 
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 32 
5. Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom students have close family 33 

relationships; 34 
6. Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those with lawyers, 35 

physicians, and ministers; 36 
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent/guardian; 37 
8. Income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a 38 

program or for receiving financial assistance under such program). 39 
 40 
The student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may: 41 
 42 
1. Inspect the survey within a reasonable time of the request, and/or 43 
2. Refuse to allow their child to participate in any survey requesting personal information. 44 

The school shall not penalize any student whose parent(s)/guardian(s) exercise this 45 
option.   46 
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 3 
Instructional Material 4 
 5 
A student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may, within a reasonable time of the request, inspect any 6 
instructional material used as part of their child’s educational curriculum. 7 
 8 
The term “instructional material,” for purposes of this policy, means instructional content that is 9 
provided to a student, regardless of its format, printed or representational materials, audio-visual 10 
materials, and materials in electronic or digital formats (such as materials accessible through the 11 
Internet).  The term does not include academic tests or academic assessments. 12 
 13 
Collection of Personal Information from Students for Marketing Prohibited 14 
 15 
The term “personal information,” for purposes of this section only, means individually 16 
identifiable information including: (1) a student’s or parent’s first and last name, (2) a home or 17 
other physical address (including street name and the name of the city or town), (3) telephone 18 
number, or (4) a Social Security identification number. 19 
 20 
The District will not collect, disclose, or use student personal information for the purpose of 21 
marketing or selling that information or otherwise providing that information to others for that 22 
purpose. 23 
 24 
The District, however, is not prohibited from collecting, disclosing, or using personal 25 
information collected from students for the exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating, or 26 
providing educational products or services for, or to, students or educational institutions such as 27 
the following: 28 
 29 
1. Book clubs, magazines, and programs providing access to low-cost literary products; 30 
2. Curriculum and instructional materials used by elementary schools and secondary 31 

schools; 32 
3. Tests and assessments to provide cognitive, evaluative, diagnostic, clinical, aptitude, or 33 

achievement information about students (or to generate other statistically useful data for 34 
the purpose of securing such tests and assessments) and the subsequent analysis and 35 
public release of the aggregate data from such tests and assessments; 36 

4. The sale by students of products or services to raise funds for school-related or education-37 
related activities; 38 

5. Student recognition programs. 39 
 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
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Notification of Rights and Procedures 3 
 4 
The Administrator or designee shall notify students’ parents/guardians of: 5 
 6 
1. This policy as well as its availability from the administration office upon request; 7 
2. How to opt their child out of participation in activities as provided in this policy; 8 
3. The approximate dates during the school year when a survey requesting personal 9 

information, as described above, is scheduled or expected to be scheduled; 10 
4. How to request access to any survey or other material described in this policy. 11 
 12 
This notification shall be given parents/guardians at least annually at the beginning of the school 13 
year and within a reasonable period after any substantive change in this policy. 14 
 15 
The rights provided to parents/guardians in this policy transfer to the student, when the student 16 
turns eighteen (18) years of age or is an emancipated minor. 17 
 18 
 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
Cross Reference: 2311 Instructional Materials 23 
   3200 Student Rights and Responsibilities 24 
   3410 Student Health/Physical Screenings/Examinations 25 
 26 
Legal Reference: 20 U.S.C. 1232h Protection of Pupil Rights 27 
 28 
Policy History: 29 
Adopted on:    February 10,  2007 30 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 31 
Reviewed on:   December 14, 2017 32 
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 7 
 8 
Suicide Awareness and Prevention 9 
 10 
The Administration shall develop and implement a youth suicide prevention program meeting 11 
minimum requirements set forth in 10.55.719, ARM.   12 
 13 
The District will provide professional development on youth suicide awareness and prevention to 14 
each employee of the district who work directly with any students enrolled in the school district.  15 
The training materials will be approved by the Office of Public Instruction (OPI). 16 
 17 
The District will provide at least two (2) hours of youth suicide and prevention training 18 
beginning the 2017-18 school year.  The District will provide, at a minimum, two (2) hours of 19 
youth suicide awareness and prevention training every five (5) years thereafter.  All new 20 
employees who work directly with any student enrolled in the school district will be provided 21 
training the first year of employment. 22 
 23 
Youth suicide and prevention training may include: 24 
 25 

A. In-person attendance at a live training; 26 
B. Videoconference; 27 
C. An individual program of study of designated materials; 28 
D. Self-review modules available online; and 29 
E. Any other method chosen by the local school board that is consistent with professional 30 

development standards. 31 
 32 
 33 
No cause of action may be brought for any loss or damage caused by any act or admission 34 
resulting from the implementation of the provisions of this policy or resulting from any training, 35 
or lack of training, related to this policy.  Nothing in this policy shall be construed to impose a 36 
specific duty of care. 37 
 38 
 39 
Legal Reference: § 20-7-1310, MCA Youth suicide awareness and prevention training 40 
 41 
 42 
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Family Engagement Policy 6 
 7 
The Blue Creek School Board of Trustees believes that engaging parents/families in the 8 
education process is essential to improved academic success for students.  The Board recognizes 9 
that a student's education is a responsibility shared by the district, parents, families and other 10 
members of the community during the entire time a student attends school.  The Board believes 11 
that the district must create an environment that is conducive to learning and that strong, 12 
comprehensive parent/family involvement is an important component.  Parent/Family 13 
involvement in education requires a cooperative effort with roles for the Office of Public 14 
Instruction (OPI), the district, parents/families and the community. 15 
 16 
Parent/Family Involvement Goals and Plan 17 
 18 
The Board of Trustees recognizes the importance of eliminating barriers that impede 19 
parent/family involvement, thereby facilitating an environment that encourages collaboration 20 
with parents, families and other members of the community.  Therefore, the district will develop 21 
and implement a plan to facilitate parent/family involvement that shall include the following six 22 
(6) goals: 23 
 24 
1. Promote families to actively participate in the life of the school and feel welcomed, 25 

valued, and connected to each other, to school staff, and to what students are learning and 26 
doing in class; 27 

 28 
2. Promote families and school staff to engage in regular, two-way meaningful 29 

communication about student learning; 30 
 31 
3. Promote families and school staff to continuously collaborate to support student learning 32 

and healthy development both at home and at school and have regular opportunities to 33 
strengthen their knowledge and skills to do so effectively; 34 

 35 
4. Empower parents to be advocates for their own and other children, to ensure that students 36 

are treated equitably and have access to learning opportunities that will support their 37 
success; 38 

 39 
5. Encourage families and school staff to be partners in decisions that affect children and 40 

families and together inform, influence, and create policies, practices, and programs; and 41 
 42 
6. Encourage families and school staff to collaborate with members of the community to 43 

connect students, families, and staff to expand learning opportunities, community 44 
services, and civic participation. 45 

 46 
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 3 
The district's plan for meeting these goals is to: 4 
 5 
1. Provide activities that will educate parents regarding the intellectual and developmental 6 

needs of their children at all age levels.  This will include promoting cooperation between 7 
the district and other agencies or school/community groups (such as parent-teacher 8 
groups, Head Start, , etc.) to furnish learning opportunities and disseminate information 9 
regarding parenting skills and child/adolescent development. 10 

 11 
2. Implement strategies to involve parents/families in the educational process, including: 12 
 13  14 

< Keeping parents/families informed of opportunities for involvement and 15 
encouraging participation in various programs. 16 

 17 
< Providing access to educational resources for parents/families to use together with 18 

their children. 19 
 20 

< Keeping parents/families informed of the objectives of district educational 21 
programs as well as of their child's participation and progress within these 22 
programs. 23 

 24 
3. Enable families to participate in the education of their children through a variety of roles.  25 

For example, parents/family members should be given opportunities to provide input into 26 
district policies and volunteer time within the classrooms and school programs. 27 

 28 
4. Provide professional development opportunities for teachers and staff to enhance their 29 

understanding of effective parent/family involvement strategies. 30 
 31 
5. Perform regular evaluations of parent/family involvement at each school and at the 32 

district level. 33 
 34 
6. Provide access, upon request, to any instructional material used as part of the educational 35 

curriculum. 36 
 37 
7. If practical, provide information in a language understandable to parents. 38 
 39 
Policy History: 40 
Adopted on:   March 13, 2014 41 
Revised on: March 13, 2014 42 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 43 



 

© MTSBA 2014 
 

Blue Creek School District #3         R 1 
 2 
INSTRUCTION           2160 3 

page 1 of 2 4 
Title I Parent Involvement 5 
 6 
NOTE:  Schools receiving federal ESEA funds are required to have a parent involvement policy.  7 
This sample policy can be used as the basis for the joint development of a policy, as required by 8 
the federal legislation.  This policy cannot be the District’s policy without some parental 9 
involvement in its development at the local level. 10 
 11 
The District endorses the parent involvement goals of Title I and encourages the regular 12 
participation of parents (including parents of migrant students if applicable) of Title I eligible 13 
children in all aspects of the program.  The education of children is viewed as a cooperative 14 
effort among the parents, school, and community.  In this policy the word “parent” also includes 15 
guardians and other family members involved in supervising the child’s schools. 16 
 17 
Pursuant to federal law the District will develop jointly with, agree upon with, and distribute to 18 
parents of children participating in the Title I program a written parent involvement policy. 19 
 20 
At the required annual meeting of Title I parents (including parents of migrant students if 21 
applicable), parents will have opportunities to participate in the design, development, operation, 22 
and evaluation of the program for the next school year.  Proposed activities to fulfill the 23 
requirements necessary to address the requirements of parental-involvement goals shall be 24 
presented. 25 
 26 
In addition to the required annual meeting, at least three (3) additional meetings shall be held at 27 
various times of the day and/or evening for parents of children (including parents of migrant 28 
children if applicable) participating in the Title I program.  These meetings shall be used to 29 
provide parents with: 30 
 31 
1. Information about programs provided under Title I; 32 
 33 
2. A description and explanation of the curriculum in use, the forms of academic assessment 34 

used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to 35 
meet; 36 

 37 
3. Opportunities to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions 38 

relating to the education of their children; and 39 
 40 
4. The opportunity to bring parent comments, if they are dissatisfied with the school’s Title 41 

I program, to the District level. 42 
 43 
Title I funding, if sufficient, may be used to facilitate parent attendance at meetings, through 44 
payment of transportation and childcare costs. 45 
 46 
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 3 
The parents of children (including parents of migrant children if applicable) identified to 4 
participate in Title I programs shall receive from the school principal and Title I staff an 5 
explanation of the reasons supporting each child’s selection for the program, a set of objectives 6 
to be addressed, and a description of the services to be provided.  Opportunities will be provided 7 
for the parents to meet with the classroom and Title I teachers to discuss their child’s progress.  8 
Parents will also receive guidance as to how they can assist at home in the education of their 9 
children. 10 
 11 
Each school in the District receiving Title I funds shall develop jointly with parents of children 12 
served in the program a “School-Parent Compact” outlining the manner in which parents, school 13 
staff, and students share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement in 14 
meeting state standards.  The “School-Parent Compact” shall: 15 
 16 
1. Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high quality curriculum and instruction in 17 

a supportive and effective learning environment enabling children in the Title I program 18 
to meet the state’s academic achievement standards; 19 

 20 
2. Indicate the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their child’s 21 

learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching; 22 
volunteering in the classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions related to 23 
their child’s education and positive use of extracurricular time; and 24 

 25 
3. Address the importance of parent-teacher communication on an ongoing basis with, at a 26 

minimum, parent-teacher conferences, frequent reports to parents, and reasonable access 27 
to staff. 28 

 29 
NOTE:  Districts with more than one (1) school participating in a Title I program may wish to 30 
consider the establishment of a district-wide parent advisory council. 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
Legal Reference: Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 20 U.S.C. 35 

§§ 6301-6514, as implemented by 34 CFR parts 200, 201, 203, 205, and 36 
212 37 
Improving America’s Schools Act, P.L. 103-382, § 1112 Local Education 38 
Agency Plans 39 
P.L. 107-110, “No Child Left Behind Act of 2001,” Title I – Improving 40 
the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged, § 1118 41 

 42 
Policy History: 43 
Adopted on:  March 11, 2004 44 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 45 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 46 
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 6 
The District shall provide a free appropriate public education and necessary related services to all 7 
children with disabilities residing within the District, as required under the Individuals With 8 
Disabilities Education Act (“IDEA”) provisions of Montana law, and the Americans With 9 
Disabilities Act. 10 
 11 
For students eligible for services under IDEA, the District shall follow procedures for 12 
identification, evaluation, placement, and delivery of service to children with disabilities, as 13 
provided in the Montana State Plan under Part B of IDEA.  14 
 15 
The District may maintain membership in one or more cooperative associations which may assist 16 
in fulfilling the District’s obligations to its disabled students.   17 
 18 
 19 
 20 
Legal Reference: Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12101, et seq. 21 
   Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400, et seq. 22 
   § 20-7-Part Four, MCA    Special Education for Exceptional Children 23 
 24 
Policy History: 25 
Adopted on: September 9, 1999 26 
Revised on: January 8, 2006 27 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 28 
 29 
 30 
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 4 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504”) 5 
 6 
It is the intent of the District to ensure that students who are disabled within the definition of 7 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated, and provided with 8 
appropriate educational services.  For those students who need or are believed to need special 9 
instruction and/or related services under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 10 
District shall establish and implement a system of procedural safeguards.  The safeguards shall 11 
cover students’ identification, evaluation, and educational placement.  This system shall include:  12 
notice, an opportunity for the student’s parent or legal guardian to examine relevant records, an 13 
impartial hearing with opportunity for participation by the student’s parent or legal guardian, and 14 
a review procedure. 15 
 16 
            17 
 18 
Legal Reference: Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, 29 U.S.C. § 794 19 
   ADA Amendments Act of 2008 20 
   34 C.F.R. §104.1 et seq. Purpose 21 
   34 C.F.R. §104.35  Evaluation and Placement 22 
   34 C.F.R. §104.36  Procedural safeguards 23 
Policy History: 24 
Adopted on: 25 
Revised on: March 13, 2014 26 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 27 
 28 
 29 
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 4 
School Closure 5 
 6 
The Administrator may order closure of schools in the event of extreme weather or other 7 
emergency, in compliance with established procedures for notifying parents, students, and staff. 8 
 9 
The trustees may order the emergency closure of schools if Administrator is unavailable. 10 
 11 
 12 
 13 
Cross Reference: 8110 Bus Routes and Schedules 14 
 15 
Legal Reference: §§ 20-9-801 - 802, MCA Emergency School Closure 16 
   §§ 20-9-806, MCA  School closure by declaration of emergency 17 
 18 
Policy History: 19 
Adopted on:   April 10, 2014 20 
Revised on:  March 13, 2014 21 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 22 
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 4 
Community and Adult Education 5 
 6 
The District may make its resources available to adults and other non-student within the limits of 7 
budget, staff and facilities, provided there is no interference with or impairment of the regular 8 
school program.  Community and adult education and other offerings may be developed in 9 
cooperation with community representatives, subject to approval and authorization by the Board.   10 
 11 
 12 
 13 
Legal Reference: 20-7-703, MCA Trustees' policies for adult education 14 
 15 
Policy History: 16 
Adopted on: September 9, 1999 17 
Revised on: December 14, 2017 18 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 19 
 20 
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 4 
Library Materials 5 
 6 
School library and classroom library books are provided primarily for use by District students 7 
and staff.  Library books may be checked out by either students or staff.  Individuals who check 8 
out books are responsible for the care and timely return of those materials.  The District may 9 
assess fines for damaged or unreturned books. 10 
 11 
District residents or parents/guardians of non-resident students attending the District may be 12 
allowed use of library books at the discretion of the District.  However, such access shall not 13 
interfere with regular school use of those books.  Use of the library books outside of the District 14 
is prohibited except for inter-library loan agreements with other libraries. 15 
 16 
Any individual may challenge the selection of materials for the library/media center.  The 17 
Uniform Complaint Procedure shall be utilized to determine if the challenged material is 18 
properly located in the library. 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
Cross Reference: 2314 Learning Materials Review 23 

  1700 Uniform Complaint Procedure 24 
 25 
Legal Reference: § 20-4-402(5), MCA Duties of district superintendent or county high 26 
      school principal 27 
   § 20-7-203, MCA  Trustees’ policies for school library 28 

§ 20-7-204, MCA School library book selection 29 
 30 
Policy History: 31 
Adopted on: 32 
Revised on: December 14, 2017 33 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 34 
 35 
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 4 
Selection of Library Materials 5 
 6 
The District has libraries in every school, with the primary objective of implementing and 7 
supporting the educational program in the schools.  It is the objective of these libraries to provide 8 
a wide range of materials on all appropriate levels of difficulty, with diversity of appeal and the 9 
presentation of different points of view. 10 
 11 
The provision of a wide variety of library materials at all reading levels supports the District’s 12 
basic principle that the school in a free society assists all students to develop their talents fully so 13 
that they become capable of contributing to the further good of that society. 14 
 15 
In support of these objectives, the Board reaffirms the principles of intellectual freedom inherent 16 
in the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States and guided by the principles set 17 
forth in the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights and its interpretation for 18 
school libraries. 19 
 20 
Although the Administrator is responsible for selection of library materials, ultimate 21 
responsibility rests with the Board. 22 
 23 
The Board, acting through the Administrator, thereby delegates authority for selection of library 24 
materials to the Administrator in each of the schools.  The Administrator further delegates that 25 
authority to the librarian in the school. 26 
 27 
(NOTE:  BY STATUTE, THE Administrator HAS AUTHORITY AND IS RESPONSIBLE 28 
FOR SELECTION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS, SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL.  THE 29 
ADMINISTRATOR AND BOARD MAY NOT WANT TO DELEGATE THIS 30 
RESPONSIBILITY.) 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
Legal reference: § 20-4-402(5), MCA Duties of district superintendent or county high 35 

school principal 36 
   § 20-7-203, MCA Trustees’ policies for school library 37 
   § 20-7-204, MCA School library book selection 38 
   Library Bill of Rights 39 
   American Library Association 40 
 41 
Policy History: 42 
Adopted on:  43 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 44 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 45 
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 4 
Instructional Materials 5 
 6 
The Board is legally responsible to approve and to provide the necessary instructional materials 7 
used in the District.  Textbooks and instructional materials should provide quality learning 8 
experiences for students and: 9 
 10 
• Enrich and support the curriculum; 11 
• Stimulate growth in knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic value, and ethical 12 

standards; 13 
• Provide background information to enable students to make intelligent judgments; 14 
• Present opposing sides of controversial issues; 15 
• Be representative of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and their 16 

contributions to our American heritage; 17 
• Depict in an accurate and unbiased way the cultural diversity and pluralistic nature of 18 

American society. 19 
 20 
Basic instructional course material in the fundamental skill areas of language arts, mathematics, 21 
science, and social studies should be reviewed at intervals not exceeding five (5) years, or 22 
consistent with the state’s standards revision schedule that are consistent with the goals of the 23 
continuous school improvement plan.  All instructional materials must be sequential and must be 24 
compatible with previous and future offerings. 25 
 26 
Instructional materials may be made available for loan to students when the best interest of the 27 
District and student will be served by such a decision.  Students will not be charged for normal 28 
wear.  They will be charged replacement cost, however, as well as for excessive wear, 29 
unreasonable damage, or lost materials.  The professional staff will maintain records necessary 30 
for the proper accounting of all instructional materials. 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
Cross Reference: 2314 Learning Materials Review 35 
 36 
Legal Reference: § 20-4-402, MCA  Duties of district superintendent or county  37 
       high school principal 38 
   § 20-7-601, MCA  Free textbook provisions 39 
   § 20-7-602, MCA  Textbook selection and adoption 40 
   10.55.603(4)(b), ARM Curriculum and Assessment 41 
 42 
Policy History: 43 
Adopted on:  44 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 45 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 46 
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 4 
Copyright 5 
 6 
The District recognizes that federal law makes it illegal to duplicate copyrighted materials 7 
without authorization of the holder of the copyright, except for certain exempt purposes.  Severe 8 
penalties may be imposed for unauthorized copying or using of audio, visual, or printed materials 9 
and computer software, unless the copying or using conforms to the “fair use” doctrine. 10 
 11 
Under the “fair use” doctrine, each of the following four standards must be met in order to use 12 
the copyrighted document: 13 
 14 

• Purpose and Character of the Use – The use must be for such purposes as teaching or scholarship. 15 
• Nature of the Copyrighted Work – The type of work to be copied. 16 
• Amount and Substantiality of the Portion Used – Copying the whole of a work cannot be 17 

considered fair use; copying a small portion may be if these guidelines are followed. 18 
• Effect of the Use Upon the Potential Market for or value of the Copyrighted Work – If resulting 19 

economic loss to the copyright holder can be shown, even making a single copy of certain 20 
materials may be an infringement, and making multiple copies presents the danger of greater 21 
penalties. 22 

 23 
 24 
While the District encourages its staff to enrich the learning programs by making proper use of 25 
supplementary materials, it is the responsibility of District staff to abide by the District’s copying 26 
procedures and obey the requirements of the law.  Under no circumstances shall it be necessary 27 
for District staff to violate copyright requirements in order to perform their duties properly.  The 28 
District cannot be responsible for any violations of the copyright law by its staff. 29 
 30 
Any staff member who is uncertain as to whether reproducing or using copyrighted material 31 
complies with the District’s procedures or is permissible under the law should contact the 32 
Administrator.  The Administrator will assist staff in obtaining proper authorization to copy or 33 
use protected materials when such authorization is required. 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 
Legal Reference: 17 USC 101 - 1010 Federal Copyright Law of 1976 38 
 39 
Policy History: 40 
Adopted on: 41 
Revised on: December 14, 2017 42 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 43 
 44 
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  4 
Learning Materials Review 5 
 6 
Citizens objecting to specific materials used in the District are encouraged to submit a complaint 7 
in writing using the Uniform Complaint Procedure (Policy 1700) and discuss the complaint with 8 
the building principal prior to pursuing a formal complaint. 9 
 10 
Learning materials, for the purposes of this policy, shall be considered to be any material used in 11 
classroom instruction, library materials, or any materials to which a teacher might refer a student 12 
as part of the course of instruction. 13 
 14 
Cross Reference:  1700   Uniform Complaint Procedure 15 
     16 
 17 
  18 
Policy History: 19 
Adopted on: September 9, 1999 20 
Revised on: March 13, 2014 21 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 22 
 23 
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 4 
Field Trips, Excursions, and Outdoor Education 5 
 6 
The Board recognizes that field trips, when used as a device for teaching and learning integral to 7 
the curriculum, are an educationally sound and important ingredient in the instructional program 8 
of the schools.  Such trips can supplement and enrich classroom procedures by providing 9 
learning experiences in an environment beyond the classroom.  The Board also recognizes that 10 
field trips may result in lost learning opportunities in missed classes.  Therefore, the Board 11 
endorses the use of field trips, when educational objectives achieved by the trip outweigh any 12 
lost in-class learning opportunities. 13 
 14 
Field trips that will take students out of state must be approved in advance by the Board; 15 
Administrators may approve all other field trips. 16 
 17 
The Administrator will develop procedures with respect to field trips, excursions, and outdoor 18 
education. 19 
 20 
Staff members may not solicit students during instructional time for any privately arranged field 21 
trip or excursion without Board permission. 22 
 23 
All volunteer drivers shall provide a seatbelt for each student and proof of insurance on the 24 
vehicle used. 25 
 26 
The presence of a person with a currently valid first aid card is required during school-sponsored 27 
activities, including field trips, athletic, and other off-campus events.  28 
 29 
Cross Reference:        2320F Form 30 
 31 
Legal Reference: ARM 37.111.825 Health Supervision and Maintenance 32 
 33 
Policy History: 34 
Adopted on:  September 9, 1999 35 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 36 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 37 



2320F 

BLUE CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT #3 
Volunteer Auto Insurance Request Form 

 
The Blue Creek Elementary School District appreciates the work performed by 
volunteers to assist with different activities. As part of these activities, there are times 
when volunteers may be asked to use their personal vehicles to transport students going 
to or from these activities.  
 
I understand that the insurance coverage on my personal vehicle is primary insurance 
coverage when transporting Blue Creek students in my vehicle. Blue Creek Elementary 
School District’s liability coverage will be excess to my coverage.  I also understand that 
the School District does not carry any physical damage coverage (comprehensive and 
collision) for my vehicle and that damage to my vehicle is my responsibility. 
 
The district requires that you carry a minimum of $300,000 liability on your car 
insurance before you are authorized to transport students other than your own, or staff or 
volunteers. We ask that you check your insurance coverage and verify that you have the 
minimum amount of $300,000. 
 
Volunteer Name  (Please Print) __________________________________________ 
 
Name of Insurance Company   __________________ 
 
Limit of Auto Liability Insurance  _________________ 
 
Do you have a valid drivers license? Yes __ No  ___ 
 
If yes, please provide a copy of you drivers license.  
 
I also certify that the above limits of insurance are in effect and will continue to be in 
effect while I am using my vehicle on behalf of the Blue Creek Elementary School 
District. In the event of a material change in any of this information, I will inform Blue 
Creek Elementary School District #3 of that change. I understand that the Blue Creek 
Elementary School District may terminate my privilege of voluntarily transporting other 
students, staff or other passengers to school sponsored events if I do not have adequate 
insurance coverage. I also authorize that Blue Creek Elementary School District #3 may 
check my driving records for the past five (5) years with the Montana Department of 
Justice. 
 
It is understood that each driver will ensure that each student is properly secured with a 
seatbelt when being transported. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 
________________________                  __________________ 
Signature      Date 
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 4 
Controversial Issues and Academic Freedom 5 
 6 
The District shall offer courses of study which will afford learning experiences appropriate to the 7 
level of student understanding.  The instructional program shall respect the right of students to 8 
face issues, to have free access to information, to study under teachers in situations free from 9 
prejudice, and to form, hold, and express their own opinions without personal prejudice or 10 
discrimination. 11 
 12 
Teachers shall guide discussions and procedures with thoroughness and objectivity to acquaint 13 
students with the need to recognize opposing viewpoints, importance of fact, value of good 14 
judgment, and the virtue of respect for conflicting opinions. 15 
 16 
The Board encourages and supports the concept of academic freedom, recognizing it as a 17 
necessary condition to aid in maintaining an environment conducive to learning and the free 18 
exchange of ideas and information. 19 
 20 
In the study or discussion of controversial issues or materials, however, the Board directs the 21 
teaching staff to take into account the following criteria: 22 
 23 
1. Relative maturity of students; 24 
2. District philosophy of education; 25 
3. Community standards, morals, and values; 26 
4. Necessity for a balanced presentation; and 27 
5. Necessity to seek prior administrative counsel and guidance in such matters. 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 
Legal Reference: Article X, Sec. 8, Montana Constitution - School district trustees 32 
   § 20-3-324(16) and (17), MCA Powers and duties 33 
 34 
Policy History: 35 
Adopted on: 36 
Revised on: December 14, 2017 37 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 38 
 39 
 40 
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page 1 of 2 4 
Student Religious Activity at School 5 
 6 
In keeping with the United States and Montana constitutions and judicial decisions, Blue Creek                 7 
School may not support the teaching of a specific religion. At the same time, the District may not 8 
prohibit private religious expression by students.  The purpose of this policy is to provide 9 
direction to students and staff members about the application of these principles to student 10 
religious activity at school. 11 
 12 
Student Prayer and Discussion 13 
 14 
Students may pray individually or in groups and discuss their religious views with other students, 15 
as long as they are not disruptive or coercive.  The right to engage in voluntary prayer does not 16 
include the right to have a captive audience listen, to harass other students, or to force them to 17 
participate.  Students may pray quietly in the classroom, except when they are expected to be 18 
involved in classroom instruction or activities. 19 
 20 
Staff Members 21 
 22 
Staff members are representatives of the District and must “navigate the narrow channel between 23 
impairing intellectual inquiry and propagating a religious creed.”  They may not encourage, 24 
discourage, persuade, dissuade, sponsor, participate in, or discriminate against a religious activity 25 
or an activity because of its religious content.  They must remain officially neutral toward 26 
religious expression. 27 
 28 
Student Religious Expression and Assignments 29 
 30 
Students may express their individual religious beliefs in reports, tests, homework, and projects.  31 
Staff members should judge their work by ordinary academic standards, including substance, 32 
relevance, appearance, composition, and grammar.  Student religious expression should neither 33 
be favored nor penalized. 34 
 35 
Religion in the Curriculum 36 
 37 
Staff members may teach students about religion in history, art, music, literature, and other 38 
subjects in which religious influence has been and continues to be felt.  However, staff members 39 
may not teach a specific religion or advocate a specific religious doctrine or practice.  The 40 
prohibition against teaching religion extends to curricular decisions which promote religion or 41 
religious beliefs. 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 

2332 46 
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 48 
School programs, performances, and celebrations must serve an educational purpose.  The 49 
inclusion of religious music, symbols, art, or writings is permitted if the religious content has an 50 
historical and/or independent educational purpose which contributes to the objectives of the  51 
approved curriculum.  School programs, performances, and celebrations cannot promote, 52 
encourage, discourage, persuade, dissuade, or discriminate against a religion or religious activity 53 
and cannot be oriented to religion or a religious holiday. 54 
 55 
 56 
Student Religious Clubs 57 
 58 
Students may organize clubs to discuss or promote religion, subject to the same constitutionally 59 
acceptable restrictions that the District imposes on other student-organized clubs. 60 
 61 
Distribution of Religious Literature 62 
 63 
Students may distribute religious literature to their classmates, subject to the same 64 
constitutionally acceptable restrictions that the District imposes on the distribution of other non-65 
school literature.  Outsiders may not distribute religious or other literature to students on  school 66 
property, consistent with and pursuant to the District’s policy on solicitations (Policy 4321). 67 
 68 
Religious Holidays 69 
 70 
Staff members may teach objectively about religious holidays and about the religious symbols, 71 
music, art, literature, and drama that accompany the holidays.  They may also celebrate the 72 
historical aspects of the holidays, but may not observe them as religious events. 73 
 74 
 75 
 76 
Policy History: 77 
Adopted on: September 9, 1999 78 
Revised on: March 13, 2014 79 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 80 
 81 
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 page 1  4 
Transfer Student Grade Placement 5 
Grades 1-8 6 
 7 
Transfer: 8 
 9 
District policies regulating pupil enrollment from other accredited elementary schools are 10 
designed to protect the educational welfare of the child and of other children enrolled in the Blue 11 
Creek School System. 12 
 13 
Elementary Grades K-8: Any student transferring into the District may be admitted and placed in 14 
a grade/classroom as determined by the building Administrator.  A student’s placement may be 15 
changed at a later time if that is the determination of the Administrator. 16 
 17 
The District is not obligated to provide instructional materials for other public or private schools. 18 
  19 
 20 
Legal Reference: § 20-5-110, MCA School district assessment for placement of a child 21 
      who enrolls from a nonaccredited, nonpublic school 22 
 23 
 24 
Policy History: 25 
Adopted on:  March;  2002 26 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 27 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 28 
 29 
 30 
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 4 
Grading and Progress Reports 5 
 6 
The Board believes that the cooperation of school and home is a vital ingredient in the growth 7 
and education of the student and recognizes the responsibility to keep parents informed of 8 
student welfare and progress in school. 9 
 10 
The issuance of grades and progress reports on a regular basis serves as the basis for continuous 11 
evaluation of the student's performance and determining changes that should be made to effect 12 
improvement.  These reports shall be designed to provide information that will be helpful to the 13 
student, teacher, counselor and parent. 14 
 15 
The Board directs the Administrator to establish a system of reporting student progress and shall 16 
require all staff members to comply with such a system as part of their teaching responsibility.  17 
Staff members, parents and teachers shall be involved. 18 
 19 
 20 
  21 
Policy History: 22 
Adopted on: September 9, 1999 23 
Revised on: December 14, 2017 24 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 25 
 26 
 27 



 

© MTSBA 2013 
 

Blue Creek School District #3   1 
 2 
INSTRUCTION 2421 3 
 4 
Promotion and Retention 5 
 6 
Student placement, promotion, or retention will be determined after a careful evaluation of the 7 
advantages and disadvantages of alternatives. 8 
 9 
All factors must be considered when an alteration to a student’s normal progression through 10 
school is contemplated.  Quantitative measures, such as age, physical size, ability, and level of 11 
academic achievement, shall be supplemented by a qualitative assessment of student motivation, 12 
self-image, and social adjustment.  Students will not be promoted for purely social reasons. 13 
 14 
Teaching staff and the Administrator will make final decisions respecting promotion or retention. 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 
Policy History: 19 
Adopted on:  April 10, 2014  20 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 21 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 22 
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 4 
Recognition of Native American Cultural Heritage 5 
 6 
The District recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of Native Americans and is 7 
committed in the District’s educational goals to the preservation of such heritage.   8 
 9 
In furtherance of the District’s educational goals, the District is committed to: 10 
  11 
* Working cooperatively with Montana Tribes that are in close proximity to the District, 12 

when providing instruction, when implementing educational goals or adopting rules 13 
relating to the education of the students in the District; 14 

 15 
* Periodically reviewing its curriculum to ensure the inclusion of cultural heritage of 16 

Native Americans, which will include, but not necessarily be limited to: 17 
 18 

· Considering methods by which to provide books and materials which 19 
reflect authentic historical and contemporary portrayals of Native Americans; 20 
 21 
· Taking into account individual and cultural diversity and differences 22 
among students.   23 

 24 
* Providing the necessary training to school personnel, with the objective of gaining an 25 

understanding and awareness of Native American culture which will assist the District’s 26 
staff in its relations with Native American students and parents.   27 

 28 
The Board may require certified staff to satisfy the requirements for instruction in American 29 
Indian Students set forth in § 20-1-503, MCA.   30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
Legal Reference: Art. X, Sec. 1(2), Montana Constitution 34 
   §§ 20-1-501, et seq., MCA Indian Education for All  35 
   10.55.603 ARM  Curriculum and Assessment 36 
   10.55.701 ARM  Board of Trustees 37 
   10.55.803 ARM  Learner Access 38 
 39 
 40 
Policy History: 41 
Adopted on: August 14, 2003 42 
Revised on: December 14, 2017 43 
Reviewed on: December 14, 2017 44 
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             4 
School Wellness 5 
 6 
The Blue Creek School District is committed to providing school environments that promote and 7 
protect children’s health, well-being, and ability to learn, by supporting healthy eating and 8 
physical activity. Therefore, it is the policy of the Blue Creek School District that: 9 
 10 
• The School District will engage students, parents, teachers, food service professionals, 11 

health professionals, and other interested community members in developing, 12 
implementing, monitoring, and reviewing District-wide nutrition and physical activity 13 
policies and procedures. 14 

• All students in grades K-8 will have opportunities, support, and encouragement to be 15 
physically active on a regular basis. 16 

• Foods and beverages sold or served at school will meet the nutrition recommendations of 17 
the U.S. Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 18 

• Qualified child nutrition professionals will provide students with access to a variety of 19 
affordable, nutritious, and appealing foods which meet the health and nutrition needs of 20 
students; will accommodate the religious, ethnic, and cultural diversity of the student 21 
body in meal planning; and will provide clean, safe, and pleasant settings and adequate 22 
time for students to eat. 23 

• To the maximum extent practicable, all schools in the District will participate in available 24 
federal school meal programs, including the School Breakfast Program and the National 25 
School Lunch Program (including after-school snacks). 26 

• Schools will provide nutrition education and physical education to foster lifelong habits 27 
of healthy eating and physical activity and will establish linkages between health 28 
education and school meal programs and with related community services. 29 

  30 
The Administrator or his/her designee will develop procedures based on the following five (5) 31 
areas of requirement: 32 
 33 
1. Nutrition Education Goals 34 
2. Physical Activity Goals 35 
3. Nutrition Standards for All Foods and Beverages 36 
4. Other School-Based Wellness Activities 37 
5. Governance and Evaluation 38 
         39 
Legal Reference P.L. 108-265 Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 40 
   P.L. 111-296 The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 41 
 42 
Policy History: 43 
Adopted on:  February 5; 2007 44 
Revised on:  December 14, 2017 45 
Reviewed on:  December 14, 2017 46 


