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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 

May is always a busy month for students and staff at MCHS, and this year brings additional 

challenges.  We are preparing for the end of the school year with the following plans: 

 

 eLearning will continue through the end of the day on May 15th.  Wednesday, May 13th will 

be used as an Instructional eLearning day. Students, it is imperative that you complete your 

assignments to pass your courses.  If these courses are not completed, you risk receiving an 

Incomplete and receiving no credit for the course, which may result in having to repeat some 

if not all of your second semester coursework.  Please email your teachers if you need extra 

assistance with your work. 

 

 Final Exams – Because of this unprecedented situation, there will be no formal second 

semester final exams for students.  Instead, any assessments given during the period of 

eLearning will be “student checks for understanding” and used to determine student 

readiness and proficiency levels.  Exams given toward the end of the semester will serve as 

an assessment of student’s knowledge and skills at the end of the eLearning period and 

semester two, and provide valuable data for teachers at the start of the school year in the 

fall.  The only exception to this may be for dual-credited classes with MCC.  The regularly 

scheduled exam periods on Wednesday, May 20th and Thursday, May 21st will be utilized 

for staff to work with students who have not completed assignments and activities during the 

eLearning period with enough mastery to receive a passing grade.  If students do not receive 

a passing grade, teachers will be developing an “Individualized eLearning plan for students 

with Incompletes” and submitting those to students/parents or guardians no later than Friday, 

May 22nd. 

 

 Locker clean out will be combined with return of school materials beginning May 27th. 

Students must return items such as textbooks and other class books, specific instructional 

program tools and resources, loaner chromebooks and power cords, loaner calculators, 

athletic equipment, library books, and any other items identified by your teachers as needing 

to be returned. If items are not returned, we will add the fees to your school account.  The 

method of this return of school items and pickup of personal belongings from hall and PE 

lockers is being planned and additional information will be provided in the near future. 

 

 Graduation has been rescheduled for Sunday, July 26th.  Seniors should save the date and 

plan for a mandatory graduation rehearsal on Friday, July 24th.  In the event an in-person 

ceremony is not allowable, a virtual graduation ceremony will be planned as an alternative. 

Details regarding graduation will be provided as we finalize plans and near the end of the 

school year.  All school and lunch fees must be paid by June 16th in order to participate in the 

graduation ceremony. 
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Plans are well underway for the start of the 2020-2021 school year.  Class schedules for the 

upcoming school year will be mailed to students early next week.  If online registration has not 

been completed for your student, they will not receive a schedule.  If they will be attending 

MCHS next year, please log in to your parent portal and complete their online registration 

now.  If you do not know your user name or password, please contact Susan McGuire at 815-

568-6511 x1501 or mcguires@mchs154.org.  Important information will be emailed to you in 

June regarding next steps for the upcoming school year. 

 

DRIVER ED UPDATES 

I know you have many questions about driver education.  I will try to answer as many of them as 

I can. If after reading this letter you need further clarification please contact me at 

halversong@mchs154.org.  

 

1. Permits:  The DMV is still closed at this time. When the DMV does open I will take 

applications over to Woodstock for processing as soon as possible and I will email all 

students that have permits for pickup.  Permits may be picked up on Tuesdays from 12-2 

p.m. during the meal distribution.  Remember:  I need your signed application and a 

check for $20 made payable to the Secretary of State to process your permit.  If you have 

not turned in these items, please put them in an envelope and turn in to the school.  Ask 

them to put it in my mailbox. Please DO NOT send your application until we know the 

DMV is open, and MCHS has communicated that we are prepared to process these. 

 

2. Summer Driver Education:  We are still waiting for the state to tell us when we may 

resume contact, so I cannot tell you when we will be able to set up a schedule for the 

summer.  Second semester students will have priority and will meet first, followed by 

older students in birth date order.  If we are able to set up some times for mid-June or the 

month of July we will. Depending on our time schedule, this will determine who will be 

able to sign up and when.  We will be contacting everyone about the process we will be 

using for registration, if permissible.  

 

3. To the students who have classroom Driver’s Education now:  You must complete all 

assignments.  If assignments are not completed, you may have to repeat the class.  This 

would mean a delay in getting your permit, and it would also delay when you get Behind 

The Wheel (BTW). 

 

I am doing my best to help and appreciate your patience. 

 

Coach Halverson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:halversong@mchs154.org
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eLEARNING IN FULL SWING 

MCHS students and staff have adjusted to eLearning and are connecting digitally through online 

meetings. We have also appreciated getting to know our classmate’s and teacher’s pets! 

  
Colton Performs A Drum Solo For His Class 

 

     
Abigail Powers is eLearning With Her Dogs!     Maddy Fitch Shares a Story With Her Cat. 
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Mr. Olson’s Advisory Class Meeting 

 

  
Payton Korst and friends with their “pets”        Ty Serpien reads to Avalanche, his wallaby 

 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Behn 
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Ms. Hoffmeister and Ms. Lutes Enjoy eTeaching With Their Dogs! 

 

 
Dr. Fink Joined Mr. Engwall’s Class Meeting 

 

 

HOSA BLOOD DRIVE 

Due to COVID-19 restrictive use of the MCHS building, HOSA's Spring Blood Drive has been 

canceled. We have a tentative plan to host our summer Blood Drive on July 9th using strict 

social distancing and sanitation practice guidelines as set forth by the CDC and adhered to by 

Versiti (https://www.versiti.org/home/coronavirus-information). To schedule an appointment for 

the July 9th drive please email Sarah Shanks (shankss@mchs154.org).  

https://www.versiti.org/home/coronavirus-information
mailto:shankss@mchs154.org
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MCHS YEARBOOK 

This has been a year unlike any other. 

But the memories they made this school 

year are still important. One thing you 

can count on to be a constant – the 2020 

Marengo Community High School 

yearbook. It will be a record of 

everything that happened all year long, 

and it will be a collector’s edition. 

  

Be sure to help your student remember 

the good times they had this year and 

the memories they created by reserving 

their copy of the Marengo Community High School yearbook today.  Our publisher has 

graciously extended our purchase date to May 29th. Please check to see if you have already 

purchased a yearbook in the fees section of your portal account. If not, click on My Accounts 

and then Optional Fees.  From there you can add the yearbook to your cart.  

 

DONATION TO FFA  

Marengo FFA wishes to thank the estate of Mr. Edwin Steffen for their donation on his behalf. 

Mr. Steffen was a farmer as well as a big fan of MCHS sports. We appreciate your generosity. 

 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM MARENGO FFA, by Katelyn Shambo 

Chapter Events 

January Meeting 
Our January meeting was hosted at The Rockford BMO center. We had a 30-

minute meeting in a conference room where we made competition teams and 

talked about the new business we had. To end the night, we followed up the 

meeting with a hockey game.  

 

Toys for Tots 
We put boxes out in the hallways and made daily announcements for our students and staff to 

donate money or toys to our local MORE Center. After a group of our students collected them 

all, we sorted all the toys out in different age categories. Our high schools’ donations, as well as 

our communities, helped make many families in our community happy during the holidays.  

 

Toy Show 
On the morning of the Toy Show, Marengo FFA members helped the vendors bring in their 

items and help them set up. Throughout the day, the FFA had a concession stand, where they 

sold hot and cold drinks and snacks like doughnuts, cookies, and candy. Later in the day, they 

started selling lunch food like hamburgers and porch chops. Some FFA members were walking 

around and selling 50/50 raft tickets. It is a great way for the community members to interact 

with each other by coming together through a shared common interest. 
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8th Grade Recruitment 
This is a chance for the high schools to give the incoming freshman an insight of what FFA is 

and why they should get involved with it. Our chapter does a series of events that help inform the 

incoming freshman about agriculture and its impact on their lives. We send our officers and a 

few volunteers to the local schools to present information about ag and FFA. We also have a 

booth at Freshman Orientation Night, where members are able to have one on one conversations 

about how ag has influenced their lives and answer any questions the 8th graders or family may 

have. 

 

National FFA Week 
National FFA Week was February 22-29. This is a whole week event where members get to 

spread their FFA pride and bring awareness of FFA to the community. During the lunch periods, 

our chapter held a series of activities for the students of Marengo High School to participate in 

such as tractor races, dirt cups, and so much more. 

 

Ag. Legislative Day 
Ag. legislative day is where members all over Illinois come to the state capital to influence 

senators to support ag. education in schools or thank them and hope they will continue to support 

ag education and its future development. This gives the members a chance to have an impact and 

a connection with the senators of this very state we all live in to advocate the importance of 

agriculture in everyone’s daily life.  

 

SECTION 6 EVENTS  

Ag. Mechanics  
Ag. Mechanics is a CDE that helps develop technical knowledge and increases students’ ability 

to problem solve when they are in the work field. Our chapter was able to send 7 members who 

competed in different areas such as electricity, carpentry, welding, power, and surveying. 

 

Holiday Party 
Dekalb High School hosted our annual section holiday party where multiple schools from our 

section gathered together to have a fun night. We had a gingerbread house building competition 

and our chapter took first. That night, we also had karaoke going on and the announcements of 

our Ag Mechanics competition results. Overall, our chapter had a very fun night! 

 

Section Proficiency Interviews 
Proficiency interviews is a CDE where the members compete to show off their efficient record-

keeping capability and interview skills. In total, our chapter was able to send 13 members who 

each interviewed in a different area in agriculture. For some, it was an extra-long night because 

they had the chance to interview multiple times due to keeping a record on multiple books for 

different areas with different books. In total, we had eight members who advanced in their 

division and are moving on to district. 

 

Vet Science 
Vet Science is a CDE where students get to demonstrate and compete as a team to identify a 

variety of animals and technical terms by critical thinking. We had a team of four members 

compete and they ended up placing 3rd. 
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District Proficiency Interviews & Science Fair 
Seven of our chapter members won their section CDE categories and moved on to District. These 

members represented our section at Districts against the people who won their categories in their 

section. Our senior Andrew Mallard and junior Katie Shambo won and are continuing onto state. 

Good luck to you both! Our science fair was held the same night as District Proficiencies. Seven 

of our members competed in our district science fair and one of our duos will continue on as well 

as two of our singles. In total, three projects qualified to go to state. Congratulations to Bethany 

Christiansen, Jackie Euker, Ashtyn Martin, and Glenda Mireles on advancing!  

 

Volleyball and Kickball Tournament  
Eight of our chapter members woke up early on a Saturday morning and headed to Burlington 

Central. They played against many other schools in our section. They ended up beating Hiawatha 

at a volleyball game, 25-18.  

 

State Food Science 
Our team consisted of four members: Ashtyn Martyn, Bianca Mireles, Glenda Mireles, and Sam 

Montgomery. This was the first year anyone in our chapter has competed in food science, the 

competition consisted of many events such as making your own product and developing the 

nutrition label. Overall the team had a fun day!  

 

2020-2021 Marengo FFA Officers 

President - Fatimah Becovic 

Growing Leaders VP - Caroline Westmoreland 

Strengthening Ag. VP - Katie Shambo 

Building Communities VP - Justin Lechner 

Recruitment VP - Glenda Mireles 

Secretary/Treasurer - Katy Cassan 

Reporter - Gretchen Casper 

Historian - Ashtyn Martin 

Sentinal - Sam Montgomery  

 

FFA PHOTO ALBUM 
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FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 

Meningococcal Vaccine Required 
The Meningococcal vaccine is required for students entering 12th grade. The Illinois Department 

of Public Health is requiring that all student entering 12th grade show proof of two doses of 

meningococcal vaccine unless the first dose was administered after 16 years of age. In this case, 

only one dose is required. 

 

Asthma Action Plan 

New policy was enacted in 2017 that states we must request an asthma action plan from parents 

of student who have asthma. This form must be completed by a physician and returned to the 

school nurse.   

 

 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/212802/Asthma_Action_Plan.pdf
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GUIDANCE NEWS 

Class of 2021:  Any student planning on attending a post secondary school after high school must fill 

out a FAFSA (Free Application for Student Aid) form.  This form will be available October 1st, 2020 

for the 2021-22 school year and should be filled out as soon as possible thereafter.  Parents and 

students will use their 2019 tax returns to complete this form.  For more information, please visit the 

FAFSA website and/or contact your student's counselor.   
 

Freshman & Sophomore tips for College Planning: 
 Review your 4-year plan to make sure you have the correct classes for graduation, college 

admission, and to explore career options. 

 Identify your interests in every area.  Do you like to work inside or outside?  Sit at a desk or 

move around?  Work with people or things?  These questions (and more) will help you identify 

what you like to do. 

 Look at jobs, volunteer positions or summer camps to explore interests and gain skills. 

 Tour local college campuses to learn about the wide variety of “fit”. 
 

Junior tips for College Planning: 
 Visit college campuses to find a good fit, learn about academics and admissions 

requirements.  Colleges are doing Virtual Tours that will help during this time. 

 Research financial aid options including scholarships and state aid. 

 Sign up for a fall SAT (or register for the ACT). 

 Create a list of school or programs to explore.  You are encouraged to begin applying to 

schools in September.  

 

SAT INFORMATION 

The College Board has determined that when it is safe, they will begin to administer the SAT on 

one Saturday every month beginning in August through the end of the calendar year. 

Registration will begin in May for these Saturday test dates. In addition, the College Board is 

continuing to plan for a SAT School Day administration in September or October.  Specific 

information about this testing will be shared with us in the coming weeks and we will pass it 

along to you as soon as possible. 

 

 

ATHLETIC NEWS 

SPRING SPORTS ATHLETES HONORED 

Please join us in honoring our spring sports athletes. Since we were not able to celebrate your 

accomplishments during this season, Dr. Fink, the Athletic Department Staff, and your spring 

sports coaches put together this presentation for you.  

 

SPRING SPORTS CANCELLED 

On Tuesday, April 21 the IHSA Board of Controls released a statement on the cancellation of all 

state series for all spring sports.  In the statement, Executive Director Craig Anderson said, “We 

support the decision by Governor Pritzker and the Illinois State Board of Education, and given 

the logistics, we simply felt we could not conduct state tournaments that meet the expectations of 

our member schools this spring.  As disappointing as it may be for students, it is the right 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQvmhVNT23PIsmOnEDfHWHZDHl92YGni_XaqEttgYx4Cg2tMvWBlBLwZudIiWeNGh8DVbxW9TpFG1a1/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=5000&slide=id.p
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decision for their health and safety, as well as for the health and safety of the general public, as 

we cope with this unprecedented pandemic.” 

 

“Once it is determined safe to return, we will provide a detailed outline to our schools on the 

plan for summer contact days and possibly some kind of spring athletic events,” said Anderson. 

“At this point though, all is dependent upon state government and medical leaders giving the go 

ahead for such.” 

 

Given this information, Marengo Community High School District 154 has made the decision to 

cancel all spring sports and activities.  While it is tough to wrap our minds around all of what has 

recently happened, please know that our thoughts are with athletes, families, coaches, and fans 

who are unable to have the opportunity they were looking forward to this spring.  We would also 

like to give a special thanks to our seniors who were unable to finish out their high school 

seasons.  We thank you for your commitment to MCHS, your teams, and to making Marengo 

Athletics a first-class experience for your teammates, families, and fans over the past four years. 

 

We will be in touch in the coming weeks with information on procedures for returning school-

issued equipment and uniforms.  We will also be closely monitoring IHSA information on any 

opportunities to honor our spring sports when our government and health officials deem it safe to 

do so. 

 

Once it is determined safe to return to school, the IHSA will provide a detailed outline to schools 

on the plan for summer contact days. At this time, MCHS is on hold for planning any summer 

camps, strength and conditioning, or summer league schedules. Thank you for your continued 

support of Marengo Community High School. 

 

JORDAN PARKER SIGNS WITH NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Congratulations to Jordan Parker, who signed on Thursday, April 23, 2020, and will continue her 

academic and athletic career at Northern Michigan University as a member of the track team! 

   
 

 

 


