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By Layna Wear

HOLYOKE CO - Many people don?t know what I mean when I say that family farms and ranches 

are being pushed out. Unfortunately, this means that family farms and ranches are being 

overpowered by corporate companies. This means that farmers are paying more for their 

expenses and getting less in return. During this uncertain time many family farms and ranches 

that produce our beef are being screwed by the packing plants. This is because the packing 

plants have control over the price they pay for those cattle. In 2015 the price of beef went up in 

stores but the price went down for the farmers and ranchers 

and continues to drop, which doesn?t help them in producing 

more beef. The packing plants are paying what they want to 

pay for live cattle and this is not helping farmers because as 

the price goes up in stores the price goes down for farmers 

and ranchers which sets them back and it may be the reason 

some family farms and ranches are going bankrupt. Normally 

when the demand for something is high the price goes up, for example toilet paper, the demand 

is at an ultimate high and the stores could charge more because the demand is high, but 

farmers and ranchers don?t have that kind of control over the products they produce. The price 

for live animals is determined by the packing plant, and the crop prices are determined by  the 

Stock Market using a set of equations or catalysts. President Trump is wanting to give farmers 

and ranchers financial support but they don?t want financial support, they want their industry 

back, meaning they want more control over what they are getting paid for their product. 

Farmers are paying more for their fertilizer and equipment plus having to insure their crops, 

which means they have to get their crops planted by a certain date in order for insurance to 

cover their crop. If the crops aren?t insured and something happens to their crop they don?t get 

paid at all. Everything in the farming industry is increasing in price, but the crops aren't making 

enough to off-set the price of how much it is to take care of them. Causing family farms and 

ranches to go bankrupt and the only people that can survive are corporate farms and ranches.

Fam ily Farm s and Ranches are Being 
Pushed Out



FFA Service Sale: A Huge Success

By: Ben Kleve

Hoyoke,CO- Due to the Pandemic this year FFA service sale was held through the Holyoke FFA 

Chapter Facebook page.  It was an adjustment from the standard Rocky Mountain Oyster fry and  

auction in the old gym, but it was a resounding success.  Mrs. Strecker said this was "our most 

successful service sale we have ever had."  Not only did each student get sold for 8 hours of 

labor, but nine additional donations were made by several area businesses and families.  While 

our lives have been turned upside down by the Covid-19 virus, it is amazing how our community 

still came together to support the Holyoke FFA Chapter.  This money will go to help students 

learn more about our agricultural roots and all the facets of the agriculture economy.  This 

chapter provides Holyoke students with the in the classroom experience and hands on learning 

to either introduce students to agriculture or supplement what they are learning at home.  FFA 

provides our students with real world experiences and processes for our country's food chain.  

Many people in our country have shown their ignorance about the food supply chain; Mrs. 

Strecker and her amazing program ensure that our students will never be in that situation 

through the help of individual who purchased a student for labor and those who made 

donations.  I would be remiss to not mention Mrs. Strecker 's love for the program and her 

students.  Her dedication to the FFA chapter and Holyoke can be seen in the turn out and 

support our students got during this sale.  I am not yet in the FFA chapter, but my brother is and 

I cannot wait to join my freshman year. 

Thank You!

 



Mrs. Dalton

Mrs. Krenning
By Katelyn Kropp

HOLYOKE CO- Hannah Krening is a 3rd year Social Studies teacher at Holyoke High School. She is 

the head coach for JH volleyball and assistant coach for JH girls basketball. I asked Mrs. Krening 

how the recent transition in teaching has been and she said it was good to have some time for 

preparation, but it has had its challenges. Some of the practices she has used to make the 

transition easier are having a zoom class scheduled and posting videos with the topic of the week. 

She said that the change to online learning has definitely condensed the information being taught 

and that the essentials have become the focus. She refers to it as ?drinking water from a fire hose? 

as her college professor used to say. Mrs. Krening said that it 's a lot different connecting with her 

students online rather than in her classroom. The students have to be more responsible and self 

motivated. Zoom is helping a lot with the connection however. If Mrs. Krening could choose 

between eLearning or going to school, she would rather go to school! She misses her students and 

her coworkers. But she has enjoyed working out after her 8 a.m. zoom with eight grade, renovating 

her house, and having more time to be around her animals and husband. To keep her students 

focused, she is going to switch up assignments and keep things interesting so students stay 

motivated!

By Karlie Martin

HOLYOKE CO- Mrs. Dalton has been a teacher at HHS for 15 years, but education for 37 years in 

all. She is the elementary music teacher and the JH and HS choir teacher. I asked her how e 

learning has affected her classes and she said that it has been a learning experience for her, with 

setting up zoom and google meets. She says that it is very hard to navigate through her classes 

because music is a hands on experience and is better in a classroom. She also finds it hard to 

make sure she is reaching out to all of her kiddos because she has so many. I asked her if it was 

hard to have so many classes and she said it is because there are so many and so many different 

age groups. ?I have to really plan and think about what might be the best for the age group.? She 

tries to send out trivia questions, warmups, and then send out YouTube videos or use the site JW 

Pepper for the high school and JH kids. She is trying the zoom aspect for a few weeks. If Mrs. 

Dalton could change one thing through all of this she would have set up google classroom 

sooner in the year. She had to catch on to this new online stuff pretty fast. She also wishes that 

she could be more techy. The biggest challenge Mrs. Dalton has had through this tough time is  

having lots of anxiety about reaching out to all of her students with things to do with music. ?I 

just miss all of my students terribly and I miss starting my days with my choirs at the JH/HS.  It is 

much easier teaching choir in person.? 



COVID-19 Conspiracies
By Elly Brown

HOLYOKE CO-  What if COVID-19 existed sooner than we thought. Even so, what if it was present in 
Holyoke earlier than we thought. The first reported case of COVID-9 was on December 31, in 
Wuhan, China. By that time, the virus had probably spread throughout at least half of the Hubei 
province in China, which is approximately 7,000 miles from Holyoke, CO. People living in Holyoke at 
the time swore by their lives that the virus would never reach our rural, eastern Colorado. Yet, just 
in the past few months, we have had at least four confirmed cases. About a month after the first 
ever confirmed case from China, a youth group from the First Christian Church went to a weekend 
youth event in Laramie, Wyoming. The event hosted around 500 kids from states all throughout 
the midwest. Right after the youth trip ended, some of the kids had to miss school for almost two 
weeks because they were so sick. They were presumably tested for strep throat, flu, and other 
viruses but none came back positive. The thing to note is that they weren?t tested for COVID-19, 
which brings the majority to the conclusion that Holyoke may have encountered the virus sooner 
than we thought. The virus that the youth contracted was even spread throughout most of the 
school, leaving half of Holyoke?s students and teachers absent for nearly two more weeks. The 
ones sick were tested again and again, but nothing tested came back positive. Another point is that 
the symptoms were highly similar to the ones that have been reported for COVID-19. The theory 
still remains inconclusive but it may give us an insight of how to better our health as a community. 
Remember to still take precautions by social distancing, wearing masks, staying home, etc...

Cleaner Earth
By Dahira Castillo

Although Covid-19 has affected a lot of our normal everyday life, it 

has been doing wonders for the planet! Italy, India, and many more 

places have seen magnificent new beauties in nature and in their 

countries. For example, China was the most polluted country but 

with everyone in quarantine China?s air pollution has gone down by 

as much as 30%!  Not only that but in some places in China, the skies 

are so much clearer!  India and Italy have also seen wonders. In Italy, the water in Venice's canals 

have gone clear after nearly 40 years of being dirty and a brownish color. Fish have even 

appeared back after being forced out because of the gunk and dirt. Swans have also appeared on 

the canals. But that 's not all, India has also seen some pretty great things like the Himalaya 

Mountains from the clear skies. India hasn't been able to see the peaks of the Himalayas from 

normal view in about 30 years but now you can due to reduced pollution! Rivers have also 

become cleaner in India. Places all around Europe have also had a great pollution reduction. 

Animals have also been having a tremendous time wandering around where people would 

usually be. Bear, deer, and other animals have been seen roaming around in national parks such 

as Yosemite and Tel Aviv Hayarko National Park. 



               Living Double Lives 

A Student's View
By Sawyer Sigler 

HOLYOKE CO- Haley VanOverbeke is like all of us, bored at home, and she misses seeing her 

friends. During this time Haley has learned more about the economy and how everything is a 

domino effect. Her school work has been easier, but not having a routine is different. Haley is 

looking forward to senior year because she gets to see all her friends and classmates again. 

Cheerleading was a great experience for Haley, but she is not sure if she will try out again next 

year. What  is crazy is that Carter (Haley?s younger brother) will be a freshman next year. When 

Haley?s was a freshman, Regan, was a senior! Her favorite sport is a tie between swimming and 

softball. She loves swimming because she gets to meet new people at the swim meets, she has 

also been swimming since she was litt le and it amazes her to see the incredible progress. Haley 

also loves softball because she has put so much time and effort into pitching. Haley is a huge 

team player, and loves playing with her team. Her favorite part about this softball season was 

going to the tournament in Sheridan! She had so much fun with her friends. A piece of advice 

she gives to younger classmates and her younger self is, ?Don?t get too stuck on the litt le things, 

and just enjoy the stuff that you do.?

By: Isaiah Rueter

HOLYOKE CO- In today's pandemic we are all living double lives. Just like me many kids in today's 
crisis are living double lives. I am a student but, when I am not learning I also babysit my sister 
and help around the house. I am sure some parents are at ease now that if they have an older 
child that they can watch their younger child while they are at work. I love being able to be at 
home with my litt le sister instead of being at school for seven and half hours of the day. I decided 
to call these people 007 just because of them living in their double lives. Eventually things will 
return to normal but, until then we will continue to be at home with our families doing the best 
we can and having fun with our family while we have this time. I hope everyone is doing well and 
everyone is staying safe and continuing to stay in good health. We are living in a time of crisis we 
will heal and things will continue to move forward. 
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