
Midkota Messenger 
February 2020 

Home of the 
Mustangs! 

Follow us on Facebook:  Midkota Public School 

Mission Statement:  Educating students to be accountable, competent, and confident as they pursue their passion in an ever changing world.  

Website: www.midkotaschools.k12.nd.us 

Superintendent Report 

By Mrs. Bilden 

I hope everyone is staying warm! ND winter is not for the faint of heart. As we are entering a new tax year I 
would like to request if you have applied for free and reduced lunch in the past and were turned down that you would 
consider reapplying. With changes in employment, wages, salaries, and other financial concerns many applicants could 
now qualify. Every application that qualifies is a huge benefit for our school. Both at the state and federal level of fund-
ing every qualification helps our school receive more benefits in funding and programming. Thank you to all who have 
been willing to give it a try even if you didn’t think you would qualify. It’s worth it to Midkota to give it a shot!  

Thank you to everyone who was able to make it to our January 20th Strategic Plan Presentation with Dr. Jeff 
Schatz. He had so many wonderful things to say about our community and school. We are doing great things here, and 
it is fantastic to hear it from a man with such clout in the educational community. If you would like to read the docu-
ment or learn more about our Midkota Strategic plan you can view the document on our website or request a copy 
from the school office. You can also view the presentation if you missed it on our Facebook page and our website.  

As we continue in these long winter months, please be mindful of hectic schedules and stressors on your stu-
dents. Please make sure they are getting plenty of sleep, and if they fall ill that they stay home and rest. Viruses and 
illnesses brought to school can be incredibly harmful to staff and students. Such illnesses can spread like wildfire and 
come into contact with people who may suffer from lower functioning immune systems. People who have or have had 
cancer and treatments, people with immune deficiencies and other such health concerns are more common than we 
sometimes realize and can suffer great health risks when exposed to illnesses that the rest of us would be able to com-
bat.  

Also, with the dropping of temps comes the increased chance of transportation issues: buses can gel up, and 
hazardous conditions can pop up at any minute. Students need to be wearing appropriate winter clothes as they enter 
any school vehicle. We do not want to turn students back toward home, but their safety is paramount to Midkota.  

Thank you, and stay healthy and warm everyone; spring is coming! 

Congrats to our Midkota     

Basketball players Nicole 

Beckley, Brenna Anderson 

and Logan Topp on being    

selected to this year’s 

Stutsman County Basketball 

Tournament Teams!  
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Blessings Bags Monetary Donation Drive 

Written by Mrs. Iris Brandt 

Midkota National Honor Society Students are collecting monetary donations to be used for 
Blessings Bags during the home girl’s and boys’ basketball games.  Blessings Bags are an initiative 
sponsored by the Great Plains Housing Authority.  The Great Plains Housing Authority provides 
assistance to families and individuals who are experiencing homelessness as the result of natural 
disasters, domestic abuse, home fires, or other reasons.  The Great Plains Housing Authority locat-
ed in Jamestown serves the counties of Foster, Wells, Dickey, Sargent, Logan and Stutsman. 

Midkota National Honor Society is seeking monetary donations to help purchase Blessings Bags items.   
Purchased items will include travel sized personal care items such as: shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, 
deodorant, mouth wash, nail clippers, lip balm, tissues, wet-wipes.  We also hope to assist with buying socks, 
small first aid kits, snacks, feminine hygiene products and gallon sized zip-lock bags to finish the Blessings Bags.  

Our goal is to raise enough money to complete 10-20 Blessings Bags for area use.  National Honor Society 
members will have a donation container at home basketball games.  If you have questions please contact any of 
our Midkota National Honor Society members (Brenna Anderson, Nicole Beckley, Jory Boote, Hannah Ehlers, 
Cassidy Hoyt, Janae Johnson, Hunter Petersen, Shayla Rickford, Alexis Rushlow, Brooke Topp and Mariah 
Topp).  We appreciate any support our Midkota Community can provide for this worthy project! 

Midkota National Honor Society 

Written by Mrs. Iris Brandt 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 Midkota National Honor Society 

inducted five new members to our local chapter.  New mem-

bers are: senior, Alexis Rushlow; juniors, Nicole Beckley and 

Brooke Topp; sophomores, Hunter Petersen and Shayla Rick-

ford.  Chapter officers conducted the candle-lighting ceremony.  

Guest speaker was retired Midkota superintendent/principal, 

Gilbert Black.  He addressed the students outlining the im-

portance of leadership, character, scholarship and service in 

their daily lives.  He encouraged them to remain life-long learn-

ers and make a commitment to making the world a better place 

for all. 

Pictured Left to Right:  Shayla Rickford, Hunter Petersen, Brooke Topp, 

Nicole Beckley and Alexis Rushlow  

Around the United States 

By Ms. Larson 

The Fourth grade class wrapped up visiting the United States in December. The 
kiddos and I researched a lot of new things about all of the states. We learned 
about their state flags, motto's, capitals, population, things they are famous for and 
their agriculture. We started off our first visit to a country yesterday and we briefly 
visited Germany. We will spending more time there over the next few days. We 
were also very excited to receive a few letters back from the veterans we wrote to. 
The kiddos had also received phone calls and have seen some of the veterans in 
person. I was told by my students how excited and happy the veterans who re-
ceived letters were. It truly brought tears to my eyes to know our very small act 
had made such an impact. Next week we will be participating in hour of code, my 
students and I are excited about this!   

4



 

News from the Financial Literacy Class: 

Written By Mrs. Kristi Halvorson 

 The Senior Financial Literacy class have been busy preparing for life beyond High 

School.  We have been busy researching colleges, working on budgets, learning about a 

thing called taxes, and learning how to write and manage a checkbook.  We were fortu-

nate to have some guest speakers with us visiting about checking and savings accounts, 

online banking, and debit and credit cards.  They gave these students a wealth of infor-

mation and we want to thank them for taking time out of there day to share their 

knowledge.  Thank you to Becky Muncy and Justin Kuster from Bank Forward, and thank 

you to Katie Florhaug and Nikki Hatfield from Gate City Bank.  We played fun games, 

recieved goodies, and learned a lot! 

Leadership Opportunity for Sophomore Students 

Written by Mrs. Iris Brandt 

 The 2020 North Dakota Leadership Seminar (NDLS) will be held May 

29-31, 2020 at the University of Jamestown in Jamestown, North Dakota.  

This program is open to students completing their sophomore year of high 

school.  The seminar is provided at no cost to students, parents or schools.  

All expenses, except personal spending money and transportation to the 

seminar site, are paid for by NDLS.   Every high school in North Dakota has the opportunity to send dele-

gates to NDLS.  Midkota is seeking two students from the sophomore class to represent our school. 

 Students attending participate in leadership development, community involvement and volun-

teerism through interactive sessions with business and community leaders from across North Dakota.  

Some of the activities include a mock legislative session, teambuilding activities and completion of a 

service project.  NDLS provides students the opportunity to build strong friendships with other youth 

leaders from across the state and grow as an individual.   

 More information about the NDLS Program can be found at www.ndleadership.net.  If there is a 
lot of interest, the school may request that interested student’s write a short essay or the staff may rec-
ommend potential student candidate(s).  If your student is interested in attending NDLS, please contact 
Iris Brandt, MHS High School Counselor, at 785-2126.  The local registration deadline is Friday, March 
22, 2020. 
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What is a MakerSpace? 
Written by Jess Johnson and Paula Brandt 

Students at the high school can take part in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math)  activities through the Makerspace in the library.  Makerspaces provide hands-on, 
creative ways to encourage our students to design, experiment, build, and invent, while en-
gaging in STEM/STEAM activities.  Every month, we receive a STEM kit from the state 
library that have included Ozobots, Cubelets, Airblocks, Cozmo Robot, and Q-BA-Maze to 
name just a few.  Additionally, the Makerspace always has some of our own resources 

available such as a sphero, 3-D pen, 3-D puzzles, green screen, brain games, and more.  High   
School students can utilize the Makerspace before or after school or during common time with 
permission.  This program has many beneficial qualities.   

The STEM kits from the state library are made possible by the collaboration of the AirForce 
STEM program.  Their mission is to inspire and develop student interest in STEM education 
and careers.   

Pictured is Jesse Bybee.  He loves to go to the library to utilize all these activities.  

To read or learn about the program, go to www.afstem.org.  

Midkota FBLA News
By: Mrs. Halvorson 

Our FBLA Chapter is coming up on a busy time of year.  Our chapter is made up of 

31 students, and all are excited for state competition and a chance to advance to the National competi-

tion in Salt Lake City, Utah.  We have several things coming up: 

1. We have 16 Students who have signed up to attend the Emerging Business Leaders competition

in Valley City on January 29th.  These students will participate in one of the many options offered,

such as individual events, role-play events, or content area tests.  This is a fun event that allows

students to look around campus, practice for the state competition, and network with other

schools.

2. FBLA week is February 2nd – 8th.  We are busy planning activities for the week, and themed days.

This is a fun way for students to promote FBLA and get us geared up for state competition.  We

will end the week with a Bake Sale on Feb. 8th in Binford, during the double header against GCC.

The money raised will be taken to our state convention and given to the March of Dimes.

3. March 29 – 31 is the State Convention in Bismarck, all 31 students will be competing.

A big thank you to those who bought wreaths from us this year.  We really appreciate it! 
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NEXT year’s approved Calendar 
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Hearts & Kisses 

Starting January 27th, the Junior 

Class will be selling Hearts & Kisses as a 

Prom Fundraiser! Students will be able to 

purchase a valentine for 10 cents each, write 

a note on the back, and put the name and 

grade of their friends, teachers, and class-

mates on them. Each Hearts & Kiss will be 

delivered with a Hershey chocolate kiss! 

These will be available at both the high 

school and elementary.     

Students may send to anyone who is in 

either Midkota School. Elementary    stu-

dents can purchase these from their class-

room teachers or Miss Katie. High School 

students can purchase from any Junior or 

Mrs. Eli-Reidburn.  

All valentines must be handed back in 

by February 10th to be sorted!  

Ms. Larson’s 4th graders participated in the State of ND “Hour of Code” held in De-
cember!  This is such a neat way of learning, ask a 4th grader what “coding” is! 

15



16



17



18



At Your Service Update 

Written By Paula Brandt 

“At Your Service Program” is still working with preschoolers. 

We have had success with this new component. The little ones 

enjoy the older students. The past two months we did a few 

projects such as painting small wooden blocks with the ABC’s, 

names, etc.  We had an activity that was a big hit!  They frost-

ed and decorated cookies. We would like to welcome preschool-

ers, parents, and grandparents to participate in our fun activi-

ties. We have a trip planned to Annie’s House. We will be 

tubing, skiing, and snowboarding. While we are there we 

will enjoy hot chocolate and lunch. ND Farmers Union 

will be providing the transportation. Call 701-785-2126, 

ext 217, and ask for Paulette or Colleen. They will sched-

ule the date and time for your visit. 
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Mock Election 

A “mock” presidential campaign 
was held recently at the High School! 
It was a great way for our students to 

learn the campaigning and voting 
processes.  After a very close race of 
1 VOTE between, Jake Timm & Breck 
Ehlers, Mr. Timm was announced 

President! 
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The 2019 Midkota Year Books have arrived! 

They are $40 each and can be purchased at 

either school office location in Binford or 

Glenfield!  This annual features the 2018-19 

school year!  Get yours today! 
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It’s Been Twenty-Five Years! 
The Transcript October 1995: “The Midkota Mustangs rallied from a 12 point deficit in 

the second half to win the Class B Girls Basketball Title last Saturday night in Minot.  

The team defeated Washburn in a very spirited overtime battle between teams from two 

winning basketball programs.  It was the Mustangs fourth trip to state in five years and 

their first championship”   

The 1995 Mustang Championship Girls Basketball team will be 

honored at this year’s Class B State Tournament March 5-7 in Grand Forks. The recognition 

will take place during half-time of the champion-

ship game Saturday, March 7.   

SAVE THE DATE  
Family, Friends, and Fans  

of the 1995 team are invited 
to a hospitality room at the 
Canad Inn in Grand Forks,  

Saturday, March 7. 
Watch for more info! 

Pictured: Assistant Coach Mike Monson, Liz Topp, Mandy 
Bartlett, Lindsay Borgen, Coach Byron Hoeckle, Joanie 
Lenz (Somsen), Holly Johnson (Utke), Kristi Gronneberg 
(Halvorson), Assistant Coach Mike Timm  Middle Row: 
Enoch Bell, Jeremy Neuharth, Nina Topp, Jessica Black 
(Johnson), Louise Delfs, Megan Fiechtner, Kari Christian-
son, Ericka Hegvik, Wade Tufte, Elijah Bell  Front Row: 
Tiffany Fisher, Natalie Stangeland (Larson), Amy Hoffman 
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