
Learning	Packet	#3	
	
The	information	contained	in	this	packet	covers	teaching	and	learning	standards	that	would	
have	been	addressed	during	4th	quarter.	The	assignments	will	not	be	collected	or	graded.	If	you	
need	help	or	would	like	feedback	on	the	assignments	or	projects	within	this	packet,	please	
contact	your	teachers.		

Important	End	of	Year	Student	Responsibilities	
• Scheduling	for	2020-2021	School	year	–		

o 7th	grade,	please	make	sure	you	have	completed	registration	for	next	year.	
Please	contact	Ms.	Grace	for	additional	information.	cgrace@aurorar8.org	or	
contact	on	the	counseling	office	at	(417)	678-3360.	If	you	do	not	turn	in	your	
registration	form,	your	elective	classes	will	be	selected	for	you.	Once	class	the	
roster	is	completed	with	the	master	schedule,	schedule	changes	will	be	limited.		

o 8th	grade,	you	should	have	completed	your	registration	during	3rd	quarter.	If	you	
have	any	questions,	please	contact	the	high	school	counselors.	

• Student	item	pick	up	and	school	provided	material	return.	
Thursday,	May	14th	–	3:00	–	6:00	pm	

	 	 Saturday,	May	16th	-		9:00	–	12:00	pm		
- Student	materials	will	be	removed	from	lockers	and	returned	to	students	

during	the	days	and	times	listed	above.		
- If	your	locker	has	a	lock	and	you	did	not	provide	the	combination	or	extra	key	

to	the	office,	please	send	a	message	to	Mr.	Boettler	with	the	combination	or	
to	set	up	a	time	to	drop	off	a	key.	If	the	combination	or	key	is	not	provided,	
the	lock	will	have	to	be	cut	to	be	removed.	

- Students	will	need	to	submit	their	school	provided	Ipad,	return	school	
provided	musical	instruments,	textbooks,	and	library	books.	

- Parents	and	/	or	students	will	need	to	prepared	to	pay	lunch	bills,	Ipad	use,	
repair,	or	part	replacement	fee	and	/	or	any	additional	encumbrances	or	
charges.		

• May	19,	2020	–	Last	official	day	of	school	for	the	2019-2020	school	year.	
	
Note	from	Nurse	Peggy	Stone		
	 Students	enrolled	in	the	8th	grade	are	required	by	the	State	of	Mo	and	the	Aurora	R-8	
School	District	to	have	the	TdaP	and	the	Meningococcal	vaccines.	On	or	before	August	24,	2020,	
send	the	record	of	these	shots	to	the	AJH	School	at	500	West	Olive	Street	or	fax	to	417-313-
1058.	To	the	attention	of	school	nurse,	Peggy	Stone.	
 
   

If you have any concerns, questions, or needs please email me at 
bboettler@aurorar8.org or send a message through the facebook page. 

 
 
	
		



 
 



f ro m  A N  A M E R I C A N  C H I L D H O O D

–––––––––––––––––––––––– Annie Dillard ––––––––––––––––––––––––

Some boys taught me to play football. This was fine sport. You thought up a
new strategy for every play and whispered it to the others. You went out for a
pass, fooling everyone. Best, you got to throw yourself mightily at someone’s
running legs. Either you brought him down or you hit the ground flat out on your
chin, with your arms empty before you. It was all or nothing. If you hesitated in
fear, you would miss and get hurt: you would take a hard fall while the kid got
away, or you would get kicked in the face while the kid got away. But if you flung
yourself wholeheartedly at the back of his knees—if you gathered and joined body
and soul and pointed them diving fearlessly—then you likely wouldn’t get hurt,
and you’d stop the ball. Your fate, and your team’s score, depended on your
concentration and courage. Nothing girls did could compare with it.

Boys welcomed me at baseball, too, for I had, through enthusiastic practice,
what was weirdly known as a boy’s arm. In winter, in the snow, there was neither
baseball nor football, so the boys and I threw snowballs at passing cars. I got in
trouble throwing snowballs and have seldom been happier since.

On one weekday morning after Christmas, six inches of new snow had just
fallen. We were standing up to our boot tops in snow on a front yard on trafficked
Reynolds Street, waiting for cars. The cars traveled Reynolds Street slowly and
evenly; they were targets all but wrapped in red ribbons, cream puffs. We couldn’t
miss.

I was seven; the boys were eight, nine, and ten. The oldest two Fahey boys were
there—Mikey and Peter—polite blond boys who lived near me on Lloyd Street,
and who already had four brothers and sisters. My parents approved Mikey and
Peter Fahey. Chickie McBride was there, a tough kid, and Billy Paul and Mackie
Kean too, from across Reynolds, where the boys grew up dark and furious, grew
up skinny, knowing, and skilled. We had all drifted from our houses that morning
looking for action and had found it here on Reynolds Street.

It was cloudy but cold. The cars’ tires laid behind them on the snowy street a
complex trail of beige chunks like crenellated castle walls. I had stepped on some
earlier; they squeaked. We could have wished for more traffic. When a car came,
we all popped it one. In the intervals between cars we reverted to the natural
solitude of children.

I started making an ice ball—a perfect ice ball, from perfectly white snow,
perfectly spherical, and squeezed perfectly translucent so no snow remained all the
way through. (The Fahey boys and I considered it unfair actually to throw an ice
ball at somebody, but it had been known to happen.)
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from AN AMERICAN CHILDHOOD

I had just embarked on the ice-ball project when we heard tire chains come
clanking from afar. A black Buick was moving toward us down the street. We all
spread out, banged together some regular snowballs, took aim, and, when the
Buick drew nigh, fired.

A soft snowball hit the driver’s windshield right before the driver’s face. It made
a smashed star with a hump in the middle.

Often, of course, we hit our target, but this time, the only time in all of life, the
car pulled over and stopped. Its wide black door opened; a man got out of it,
running. He didn’t even close the car door.

 He ran after us, and we ran away from him, up the snowy Reynolds sidewalk.
At the corner, I looked back; incredibly, he was still after us. He was in city
clothes: a suit and tie, street shoes. Any normal adult would have quit, having
sprung us into flight and made his point. This man was gaining on us. He was a
thin man, all action. All of a sudden, we were running for our lives.

Wordless, we split up. We were on our turf; we could lose ourselves in the
neighborhood backyards, everyone for himself. I paused and considered. Everyone
had vanished except Mikey Fahey, who was just rounding the corner of a yellow
brick house. Poor Mikey, I trailed him. The driver of the Buick sensibly picked the
two of us to follow. The man apparently had all day.

He chased Mikey and me around the yellow house and up a backyard path we
knew by heart: under a low tree, up a bank, through a hedge, down some snowy
steps, and across the grocery store’s delivery driveway. We smashed through a gap
in another hedge, entered a scruffy backyard and ran around its back porch and
tight between houses to Edgerton Avenue; we ran across Edgerton to an alley and
up our own sliding woodpile to the Halls’ front yard; he kept coming. We ran up
Lloyd Street and wound through mazy backyards toward the steep hilltop at
Willard and Lang.

He chased us silently, block after block. He chased us silently over picket fences,
through thorny hedges, between houses, around garbage cans, and across streets.
Every time I glanced back, choking for breath, I expected he would have quit. He
must have been as breathless as we were. His jacket strained over his body. It was
an immense discovery, pounding into my hot head with every sliding, joyous step,
that this ordinary adult evidently knew what I thought only children who trained
at football knew: that you have to fling yourself at what you’re doing, you have to
point yourself, forget yourself, aim, dive.

Mikey and I had nowhere to go, in our own neighborhood or out of it, but away
from this man who was chasing us. He impelled us forward; we compelled him to
follow our route. The air was cold; every breath tore my throat. We kept running,
block after block; we kept improvising, backyard after backyard, running a frantic
course and choosing it simultaneously, failing always to find small places or hard
places to slow him down, and discovering always, exhilarated, dismayed, that only
bare speed could save us—for he would never give up, this man—and we were
losing speed.
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from AN AMERICAN CHILDHOOD

He chased us through the backyard labyrinths of ten blocks before he caught us
by our jackets. He caught us, and we all stopped.

We three stood staggering, half blinded, coughing, in an obscure hilltop
backyard: a man in his twenties, a boy, a girl. He had released our jackets, our
pursuer, our captor, our hero: he knew we weren’t going anywhere. We all played
by the rules. Mikey and I unzipped our jackets. I pulled off my sopping mittens.
Our tracks multiplied in the backyard’s new snow. We had been breaking new
snow all morning. We didn’t look at each other. I was cherishing my excitement.
The man’s lower pants legs were wet; his cuffs were full of snow, and there was a
prow of snow beneath them on his shoes and socks. Some trees bordered the little
flat backyard, some messy winter trees. There was no one around: a clearing in a
grove, and we the only players.

It was a long time before he could speak. I had some difficulty at first recalling
why we were there. My lips felt swollen; I couldn’t see out of the sides of my eyes; I
kept coughing.

“You stupid kids,” he began perfunctorily.
We listened perfunctorily indeed, if we listened at all, for the chewing out was

redundant, a mere formality, and beside the point. The point was that he had
chased us passionately without giving up, and so he had caught us. Now he came
down to earth. I wanted the glory to last forever.

But how could the glory have lasted forever? We could have run through every
backyard in North America until we got to Panama. But when he trapped us at the
lip of the Panama Canal, what precisely could he have done to prolong the drama
of the chase and cap its glory? I brooded about this for the next few years. He
could only have fried Mikey Fahey and me in boiling oil, say, or dismembered us
piecemeal, or staked us to anthills. None of which I really wanted, and none of
which any adult was likely to do, even in the spirit of fun. He could only chew us
out there in the Panamanian jungle, after months or years of exalting pursuit. He
could only begin, “You stupid kids,” and continue in his ordinary Pittsburgh
accent with his normal righteous anger and the usual common sense.

If in that snowy backyard the driver of the black Buick had cut off our heads,
Mikey’s and mine, I would have died happy, for nothing has required so much of
me since as being chased all over Pittsburgh in the middle of winter—running
terrified, exhausted—by this sainted, skinny, furious redheaded man who wished
to have a word with us. I don’t know how he found his way back to his car.

From An American Childhood by Annie Dillard. Used by permission of the author
and Blanche C. Gregory, Inc.
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8th grade Enrollment Form (4-17-20) 
 
Name: ____________________________________ Telephone Number: ____________ 
 
*Parents and students- If you are unable to respond to the forms through your school email, you 
are welcome to email your four 1st choice Exploratory Classes and two alternate choices to 
cgrace@aurorar8.org, or you may call and leave a voice message at 417-678-3660.  
 

Required Classes: 
 

8th grade Science     8th grade English Language Arts 
 

8th grade Math or Accelerated Math   8th grade Social Studies  
 

8th grade Physical Education    WIN: What I Need 
 
J1099 Reading Intervention Classes: Placement in a reading class is based on a Diagnostic 
Reading Assessment (DRA) score below 70, MAP scores, and NWEA results.  Students are 
placed based on their Spring scores. The purpose of this class is to assist students in improving 
their reading level. Students may test out of the class when they reach a score of 70 or above.  
 
8th grade Exploratory Classes: You need to pick 2 classes for 1st semester and 2 different 
classes for 2nd semester.   
 
1st Semester Classes 2nd Semester Classes 

1.  1.  

2.        2.  
 
Alternates: Please select one alternate class per semester. Alternates are classes students are 
placed in if their 1st or 2nd choice classes are full.  
 
1st Alternate Choice 2nd Alternative Choice 

1.  2.  

 
Course descriptions: 

Fine Art Exploratories 
 
J8914 Art 1: 1st semester or 2nd semester. This course is designed to help students to 
explore the visual arts through the use of media and develop skills for understanding, 
experiencing, and evaluating the visual arts. 
 

mailto:cgrace@aurorar8.org


J8915 Art 2: Semester class.  Prerequisite: Pass Art 1 with a B- or higher or teacher 
permission. A continuation of Art I, this course takes a more in-depth look in the visual arts. 
Emphasis is placed on the ability to communicate an idea through the use of artistic media. 
 
J8920 Advanced Art: Advanced Visual Concepts. Semester Class. Prerequisite: Pass Art 
1 with a B- or higher or teacher permission. A continuation of Art II, this course takes 
students on an exploration of how art is applied within our everyday world. Focusing on how 
visual concepts have been used to design the tools we use every day, throughout our 
community. Potential projects: Photography, Pottery, and Painting.  
 
J8809 8th Grade Band: Full-year class. Students must have participated in 6th Grade Band 
and play a brass or woodwind instrument such as flute, clarinet, saxophone, oboe, bassoon, 
trumpet, horn, trombone, euphonium, or tuba.  Any exceptions require director approval. 
 
J8806 Percussion: Full-year class. Students must have participated in 6th or 7th Grade Band 
percussion instrument courses. 
 
J8711 Boys or Girls Choir: Semester or Full-year class. In this class you will learn how to 
sing in a group, and you will also have the opportunity to explore your solo voice.  Students will 
be taught how to read music and will be expected to attend a few evening concerts.  The class 
usually takes at least two field trips.  
 
Practical Arts Exploratory Classes: 
  
J9712 Computer Coding: Semester class. This class is designed to be a hands-on approach 
at learning basic computer programming. This course will use online software to learn ‘blockly’ 
style JavaScript as well as the basics of HTML. 
 
J9722 Exploratory Business: 1st semester class. This course will introduce students to many 
business topics and skills. Students will learn an array of topics from file management, 
proficiency in Microsoft Office and Google products, search skills, communication skills, and 
internet safety. 
 
J9723 Multimedia: 2nd semester class. Multimedia provides students a hands-on experience 
with current technology in the marketplace and its application in information technology. 
Students will use their creativity and skills to create and edit interactive multimedia 
presentations, digital images, photography, sound, and movies, and will be introduced to 
animation and web pages. 
 
J9820 Family and Consumer 1: 1st Semester. This course is designed as an exploratory 
Family and Consumer Sciences course. In this course we will cover topics including child 
development, sewing basics, and kitchen math. 
 
J9821 Family and Consumer Science 2: 2nd Semester. This course is designed as an 
expansion of the exploratory Family and Consumer Sciences course. In this course we will 
continue to develop sewing skills acquired during FACS 1 as well as develop an understanding 
of basic kitchen principles. 
 
J9710 Industrial Technology 1: 1st Semester class. Students gain experience using shop 
tools to create projects.  



 
J9801 Industrial Technology 2: 2nd Semester class. Students gain experience using shop 
tools to create projects.  
 
J9709 Advanced Technology: Year Long Class. Prerequisite: Pass I. Tech 1 and 2 with a 
B- or higher or teacher permission. 
 
Core Subject Exploratory Classes: 
 
J3812 Mythology: Semester Class. ELA Exploratory. Survey of Myths. In-depth study of 
myths from multiple cultures: Greek, Roman, Celts, and  Norse. Students will become familiar 
with the gods, goddesses, and myths from these four cultures through reading, research and 
creative projects. Students will explore the concept of mythology and its importance within the 
scope of social culture and historical context. 
 
J8814 Journalism: Year Long. ELA Exploratory. Keep AJHS informed of upcoming school 
events. Find topics and stories of interest, interview and research newspaper articles.  As well 
as highlight individual kids and clubs that make AJHS unique.   
 
J9716 Amazing Anatomy: Semester class. Science ExploratoryFact of myth: Are you taller 
in the morning? To find out, enroll in this exciting class where you will journey through the 
amazing mysteries of the human body. Explore anatomical terminology, body organizations, 
common human diseases and the relationship between body systems. For students interested 
in medical careers. 
 
J9729 Forensics: Semester Class. Science Exploratory. Forensics is a semester long 
investigative science and technology course. Using scientific inquiry skills, students will learn 
how to observe, collect, preserve, analyze, and evaluate evidence found at crime scenes and 
utilize these skills to hone their investigative abilities. The purpose of this course is to expose 
students to a variety of forensic science concepts, careers,  
and solve a variety of crimes. 
 
J9727 Houn Dawgs STEAM Ahead: 1st semester Class. Science/Technology Exploratory. 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics. Using these core subjects to solve 
real world problems within our school community. Focus will be on real world application of 
scientific inquiry, research, and implementation.  Studies will include alternative energy sources, 
where students learn about them and why we need them and then research and design their 
own. Culminating with a problem in the school they work on or a science night where they 
demonstrate their constructions (mini-science fair). 
 
J9728 Science Inquiry: 2nd semester class. Students will utilize the scientific method, 
engineering, and design to study and create STEM projects.  
 

J5912 Perilous Math: Semester Class. Math Exploratory. Students will dive into adventures, 
using their math skills to avoid grave consequences. This class blends middle school math with 
fantasy to create an exciting adventure in problem-solving. These word problems are perilous, 
do-or-die scenarios of: blood-sucking vampires, shipwrecked sailors. 
 



J5911 Video Game Design: Semester Class. Math Exploratory. Students will use computer 
programming to help make sense of algebraic concepts. This class blends middle school math 
with a gaming concept where students will be able to design their own video game at the end of 
the semester. 
 
 

Parent Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent’s Signature: ______________________________________________________            
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Debate

Dear Ms. Fox,

You recently announced that our school district might stop 

serving chocolate milk in our cafeterias. I thought it might be 

helpful to hear the perspective of a student—and chocolate-

milk lover—on this important issue. 

After extensive research, I’ve learned that chocolate milk 

has many health benefits for kids like me. Although it may 

seem like just a tasty treat, it’s actually filled with nutrients, 

including calcium and vitamin D. Calcium is especially 

good for kids my age because we are still growing, and 

calcium helps build healthy bones. In addition, chocolate 

milk contains protein and healthy fats that keep kids full 

and focused throughout the day. 

Of course, regular milk provides those same benefits—as do 

other foods like spinach and nuts—and with less sugar. But let’s be honest: Banning chocolate milk 

doesn’t mean kids will choose something healthier instead. A study by Cornell University found that 

chocolate-milk bans can lead to kids drinking less milk overall. And when have you ever heard a kid 

say, “There’s no chocolate milk? In that case, I’ll have some spinach, please!” What would probably 

happen is that we’d drink more soda or sweetened fruit drinks, which are just as sugary (if not 

more) but don’t have the same health benefits.

Here’s another problem: food waste. When schools in Los Angeles began serving only plain milk 

in 2011, tons of milk—and money—was wasted. Hardly anyone drank the plain milk, and much of it 

ended up in the trash. For this reason, L.A. schools put chocolate milk back on the menu in 2018. 

Chocolate milk clearly deserves a place in our cafeteria. I hope that you will take my points into 

consideration as you make your decision.

Sincerely,

Lizzy Brewer 

Does Chocolate Milk  
Belong in the Cafeteria?

Should Chestnut Valley School District take this sweet treat 
 off the menu? Two students make their case to the superintendent.  

YOU decide who makes the stronger argument. 

Don’t take our favorite drink away.
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Dear Ms. Fox, 

I am writing to you to tell you that as a student, I am in full 

support of a chocolate milk ban in our district. I like chocolate 

milk as much as the next kid. But according to my research, 

the sad truth is that we shouldn’t be drinking it every day 

at school.

Why? It’s loaded with sugar. One small carton contains 

about 1.5 teaspoons of added sugar. The American Heart 

Association advises kids to consume less than 3 to  

4 teaspoons of added sugar per day. Do you see where 

I’m going with this? One small carton of chocolate milk 

at lunch is HALF your day’s added sugar! 

All that sugar in chocolate milk, plus the sugar in the 

snacks many of us eat throughout the day, can really add up. In 

the long term, a diet high in sugar can make you more likely to 

develop certain diseases, including obesity and heart disease. In the short term? Too much sugar 

gives you a rush of energy and then makes you tired—which means you’re falling asleep by sixth 

period.

It’s true that chocolate milk contains calcium and protein, but is chocolate milk really the best 

source of these nutrients? Many experts say no. Ann Cooper, the director of food services in a 

Colorado school district, said in an interview with The Washington Post : “Trying to get students 

to consume calcium by drinking chocolate milk is like getting them to eat apples by serving them 

apple pie.” When you think about it that way, serving chocolate milk at school seems silly, right? 

Plenty of other foods—fish, leafy greens, almonds—provide the calcium and protein that kids 

need. There is also, of course, regular milk. Fans of chocolate milk claim that taking away the 

chocolate option leads to kids drinking less milk overall, but that isn’t always the case. In 2018, 

San Francisco tested a chocolate milk ban in five different schools and did not experience a dip in 

milk consumption at any of them. 

I know that those in favor of chocolate 

milk say that it’s healthier than soda or 

juice, but think about it: Is that a good 

reason to keep it around? 

Thank you for considering my opinion,

Michael Wilson 

NO

Sorry, chocolate milk. It’s time for you to go.

Directions
1. Underline the central idea, or central claim.
2.  Star two pieces of supporting evidence.
YOU decide: Who makes the stronger argument?

Scavenger Hunt
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Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Analyzing Arguments-HL
DEBATE: “Does Chocolate Milk Belong in the Cafeteria?” pages 22-23

April 2020
®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. PERMISSION GRANTED TO TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO PROJECT OR MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.

Scavenger Hunt
Directions: Fill in the boxes below to explore how the writers of the letters in “Does Chocolate Milk Belong in the Cafeteria?” 
develop their arguments. We filled in some information for you.

Lizzy Brewer Michael Wilson

line(s) that 
expresses the 
central idea, 
or central claim

“Chocolate milk clearly deserves a place in our 
cafeteria.”

two pieces of 
evidence that 
support the 
central idea,
or central claim

1.

2.

1.

2.

line(s) that 
expresses the 
counterargument

“It’s true that chocolate milk contains calcium 
and protein . . .”

line(s) that 
contains the 
rebuttal to the 
counterargument



Does chocolate milk belong in school?  
Consider what you read in the article, as well as your own viewpoints. 
Check the box next to the point of view you will argue in your essay.  

Or write your own opinion in the space provided.

                       Yes! Chocolate milk belongs in school.              No! Chocolate milk doesn’t belong in school.  

          _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an Argument Essay
Directions: Read “Does Chocolate Milk Belong in the Cafeteria?” Complete the scavenger hunt on page 23.  

Then follow the steps below.

Which details from the letters support your opinion? What other information supports your opinion?  
List at least three supporting details on the lines below.

Here’s an example: If you think chocolate milk does belong in school, one of your supporting 
details might be that it’s filled with important nutrients for kids, including calcium and vitamin D. 

 1.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 2.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 3.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STEP 2: GATHER SUPPORT FOR YOUR OPINION

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

 Argument Writing
DEBATE: “Does Chocolate Milk Belong in the Cafeteria?” pages 22-23

April 2020
®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. PERMISSION GRANTED TO TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO PROJECT OR MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.

STEP 1: DECIDE WHAT YOU THINK

PAGE 1 OF 4



The beginning of your essay is called the hook because it “hooks” your readers’ attention. The hook should 
relate to the topic of your essay, but it can take many forms. It can be: 

 1.  An anecdote (a very short story): Describe sitting down for lunch at your school. Does your meal 
include chocolate milk? 

 2.  A surprising fact: Find a fact that will raise your readers’ eyebrows. Several surprising facts are 
included in the article. You can also do some research to find one that is not included in the article.

 3.  A rhetorical question (a question to which you don’t expect an answer): Ask your readers a 
question that reflects your point of view. Here’s one way you could structure your question:  
“Is chocolate milk really ________? ”

 4.  A quote: Find a thought-provoking quote that relates to the topic of your essay.  

Choose one of the ideas above, or use your own idea, and write a hook on the lines provided. 

Your hook:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STEP 5: WRITE YOUR HOOK

 Argument Writing
DEBATE: “Does Chocolate Milk Belong in the Cafeteria?” pages 22-23

April 2020

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. PERMISSION GRANTED TO TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO PROJECT OR MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.

If you think chocolate milk DOES belong in school, summarize the strongest arguments against allowing 
chocolate milk in school that Michael presents in his letter. If you think chocolate DOES NOT belong in 
school, summarize the strongest arguments in favor of keeping chocolate milk on the menu that Lizzy 
presents in her letter. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STEP 3: ACKNOWLEDGE THE OTHER SIDE

®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

The thesis is where you tell readers what your essay is going to be about. The thesis should be a clear, 
strong statement of the opinion you gave in Step 1. The rest of your essay will support this thesis.

Your thesis: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STEP 4: CRAFT YOUR THESIS (CENTRAL CLAIM)

PAGE 2 OF 4







Name__________________________________________Date______________________Period___________ 

Puns 

Definition of a pun:  A pun is a joke that depends on a word having two meanings.  The joke comes from the 

unexpected association with the second meaning after setting up the listener to expect the first meaning. 

 

There are three different types of puns that are often used.    

 

Substitution pun -  This is when they rely on substituting a similar sounding word with a different meaning.   

Example:  Puns are a low form of humor but I think poetry is verse.  (verse is chosen because it sounds like 

worse) 

 

Homonym puns – these puns are homographs  (pale, pail, tail, tale)  

Example:  You can tune a guitar, but you can't tuna fish. Unless of course, you play bass." 

 

Double meaning puns – these puns use words that have more than one meaning (fair – carnival ; fair – equal) 

Example:  What did the boss say when he sold the carnival?  It was a fair deal. 

 

 

Examples: 

1. I recently spent money on detergent to unclog my kitchen sink. It was money down the drain. 

Joke:  The drain is what is actually clogged on the sink and that is where his money is going. 

2. Our social studies teacher says that her globe means the world to her. 

Joke: They use the word world to say that the globe is very important to her but world is also what the globe is. 

3. Sir Lancelot once had a very bad dream about his horse. It was a knight mare.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A dog not only has a fur coat but also pants. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Today I've got a pressing engagement. I must go to the cleaners. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. The principle part of a horse is the mane, of course. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Having lots of good cookbooks only makes sense. They contain such stirring events.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. If you want to make a pun from dunlop. Then lop off the lop and the pun is dun.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



9. I used to be twins. My mother has a picture of me when I was two.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. I work as a baker because I knead dough. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess looks at him and says, 'I'm sorry, 

sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger.' 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Example 1
 Find the value of x in △ABC.

 x + 66 + 52 = 180 The sum of the measures is 180.

       x + 118 = 180 Simplify.

             - 118    - 118 Subtract 118 from each side.

   x = 62

The value of x is 62.

Exercises
Find the the value of x in each triangle. 

 1. 
82�

�x75�

   2. 

43�

x�
   3. 

45�

40� x�

  4. 
x°

70°50°

   5. 
x°

45°

   6. 
40°

x° 30°

 7. 

22° 26°
x°  8. 

35°

71°

x°

 9. 

41°

x°

• A triangle is formed by three line segments that intersect only at their endpoints.

• A point where the segments intersect is a vertex of the triangle.

• Every triangle also has three angles. The sum of the measures of the angles is 180˚.

Lesson 3 Reteach
Angles of Triangles

"

#

$

66�

�x52�
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Lesson 3 Problem-Solving Practice
Angles of Triangles

 1. TAILORING Each lapel on a suit jacket 
is in the shape of a triangle. Two of 
the three angles of each triangle 
measure 47˚ and 68˚. What is the 
measure of the third angle?

 2. FLAGS A naval distress signal flag is 
in the shape of a triangle. Two of the 
three angles measure 55° each. What 
is the measure of the third angle?

 3. CARPENTRY The supports of a wooden 
table are in the shape of a triangle. 
Find the angles of the triangle if the 
measures of the angles are in the ratio 
4x : 4x : 10x.  

 4. MAPS The three towns of Ripon, 
Sparta, and Walker form a triangle 
as shown below. What is the value of x 
in the triangle?

38�

104� �x

Ripon

Sparta Walker

47 mi30 mi

30 mi

 5. HIKING The figure shows the Oak Creek 
trail, which is shaped like a triangle. 
What is the value of x in the figure?

61�

78� �x

Rocky Peak

Meadow Trail Head

1.2 mi0.8 mi

1.1 mi

Oak Creek

 6. LADDER The figure shows a ladder 
leaning against a wall, forming a 
triangle. What is the value of x in 
the figure?

66�

�x

9 ft

4 ft
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Example 1 
Find the sum of the measures of the interior angles 
of the figure shown at the right.

The figure has 8 sides.

Write an equation.

Replace n with 6.

Subtract.

 S = (n - 2)180 
S = (8 - 2)180 
S = (6)180 
S = кйсй� Multiply.

The sum of the measures of the interior angles is ����°.

Example 2
The defense department of the United States has its headquarters in a building 
called the Pentagon because it is shaped like a regular pentagon. Find the 
measure of an interior angle of a regular pentagon.

S = (n - 2)180 Write an equation.
S = (5 - 2)180 Replace n with 5. Subtract.
S = (3)180 Multiply.
S = 540 The sum of the interior angles is 540˚.
540 ÷ 5 = 108 Divide by the number of interior angles to fi nd the measure of one angle.

The measure of one interior angle of a regular pentagon is 108º.

Exercises
Find the sum of the interior angle measures of each polygon.

  1.  2. 3. 

Find the sum of the interior angle measures of each polygon.

4. nonagon (9-sided) 5. 14-gon

Find the measure of one interior angle in each regular polygon. 

6. hexagon 7. 15-gon

•  A polygon is a simple, closed fi gure formed by three or more line segments. The segments
intersect only at their endpoints.

• Polygons can be classifi ed by the number of sides they have.

•  The sum of the measures of the interior angles of a polygon is (n - 2)180, where n represents the
number of sides.

Lesson 4 Reteach
Polygons and Angles
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Lesson 4 Homework Practice
Polygons and Angles

Find the sum of the interior angle measures of each polygon.

 1. pentagon   2. decagon   3. 16-gon  

 4. 18-gon   5. 30-gon   6. 34-gon  

Find the measure of one interior angle in each regular polygon. 
Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.

 7. pentagon   8. octagon   9. 24-gon  

ALGEBRA For Exercises 10 and 11, determine the angle measures in each 
polygon.

 10. 5x°

x° 5x°

x°  11. 

135°

x°

135°

x°

x°

 12. FLOORING A floor is tiled with a pattern consisting of  
regular octagons and squares as shown. Find the measure 
of each angle at the circled vertex. Then find the sum of 
the angles.

 13. ART Rachaunn is laying out a pattern for a stained glass    
window. So far he has placed the 13 regular polygons shown. 
Find the measure of each angle at the circled vertex. Then 
find the sum of the angles.

 14. REASONING Vanessa’s mother made a quilt using a   
pattern of repeating regular hexagons as shown. Will 
Vanessa be able to make a similar quilt with a pattern 
of repeating regular pentagons? Explain your reasoning.  

073_088_CC_A_HWPSC3_C05_662335.indd Page 79  02/07/11  9:12 PM s-60user073_088_CC_A_HWPSC3_C05_662335.indd Page 79  02/07/11  9:12 PM s-60userVolumes/110/GO00864/MIDDLE_SCHOOL_MATH/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/ASSESSMENT_MASTERS_COURSE1-3...Volumes/110/GO00864/MIDDLE_SCHOOL_MATH/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/ASSESSMENT_MASTERS_COURSE

  PDF Pass  



NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  PERIOD  _________

Course 3 • Chapter 5 Triangles and the Pythagorean Theorem 83

Co
py

ri
gh

t ©
 T

he
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
 C

om
pa

ni
es

, I
nc

. P
er

m
is

si
on

 is
 g

ra
nt

ed
 to

 re
pr

od
uc

e 
fo

r c
la

ss
ro

om
 u

se
.

Examples
Write an equation you could use to find the length of the missing side of each 
right triangle. Then find the missing length. Round to the nearest tenth if 
necessary.

 1. 
c ft

32 ft

24 ft

  2. 

b cm

20 cm 15 cm

           a2 + b2 = c2      a2 + b2 = c2

      242 + 322 = c2     152 + b2 = 202

 576 + 1,024 = c2          225 + b2 = 400
  1,600 = c2    225 + b2 - 225 = 400 - 225

      ±   √ """ 1,600   = c            b2 = 175
           c = 40 or -40         √ " b2   = ±   √ "" 175  

          b ≈ ± 13.2

  Length must be positive, so the     The length of the other leg
length of the hypotenuse is 40 feet.    is about 13.2 centimeters.

Exercises
Write an equation you could use to find the length of the missing side of each 
right triangle. Then find the missing length. Round to the nearest tenth if 
necessary.

 1. 
c ft

5 ft

4 ft

 2. 
c ft

9 m

5 m

 3. 

a ft

15 in.

25 in.

 4. a = 7 km, b = 12 km 5. a = 10 yd, c = 25 yd 6. b = 14 ft, c = 20 ft

The Pythagorean Theorem describes the relationship between the lengths of the legs and the 
hypotenuse for any right triangle. In a right triangle, the square of the length of the hypotenuse is equal 
to the sum of the squares of the lengths of the legs. You can use the Pythagorean Theorem to fi nd the 
length of a side of a right triangle if the lengths of the other two sides are known.

Lesson 5 Reteach
The Pythagorean Theorem
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Lesson 5 Homework Practice
The Pythagorean Theorem

Write an equation you could use to find the length of the missing side 
of each right triangle. Then find the missing length. Round to the 
nearest tenth if necessary.

 1. 

10 ft

b ft

8 ft

 2. 
26 in.

24 in.

a in.

 3. 18 cm

15 cmc cm

 4. 

14 yd
28 yd

a yd  5. 

50 mm

50 mm

c mm

 6. 

45 m

64 m

c m

 7. a, 65 cm; c, 95 cm   8. a, 16 yd; b, 22 yd 

Determine whether each triangle with sides of given lengths is a 
right triangle. Justify your answer.

 9. 18 ft, 23 ft, 29 ft   10. 7 yd, 24 yd, 25 yd  

 11. The hypotenuse of a right triangle is 15 inches, and one of its legs is 
11 inches. Find the length of the other leg. 

 12. A leg of a right triangle is 30 meters long, and the hypotenuse is 
35 meters long. What is the length of the other leg?  

 13. TELEVISIONS The diagonal of a television measures 27 inches. If the width 
of a 27-inch is 22 inches, calculate its height to the nearest inch.  
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The Pythagorean Theorem can be used to solve a variety of problems.

Lesson 6 Reteach
Use the Pythagorean Theorem

Example
A professional ice hockey rink is 200 feet long       

c ft
85 ft

200 ft

and 85 feet wide. What is the length of the
diagonal of the rink?

 a2 + b2 = c2 The Pythagorean Theorem

 2002 + 852 = c2 Replace a with 200 and b with 85.

 40,000 + 7,225 = c2 Evaluate 2002 and 852.

 47,225 = c2 Add 40,000 and 7,225.

   √ """ 47,225   = c2 Defi nition of square root

   √ """ 217.3   ≈ c Use a calculator.

The length of the diagonal of an ice hockey rink is about 217.3 feet.

Exercises
Write an equation that can be used to answer the question. Then 
solve. Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.

 1. What is the length of the diagonal? 2. How long is the kite string?

  

c in.6 in.

6 in.

  

c m

25 m

30 m

 3. What is the height of the ramp? 4. How tall is the tree?

  

b ft15 ft

10 ft

  

h yd18 yd

7 yd
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Lesson 6 Homework Practice
Use The Pythagorean Theorem

Write an equation that can be used to answer the question. Then 
solve. Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.

 1. How far is the ship from 2. How long is the wire 3. How far above the water is
the lighthouse?  supporting the sign?  the person parasailing?

  

6 mi

8 mi 

d mi

  

2 ft

Open 24/7 

1.5 ft 
w ft   

100 yd 

80 yd

p yd

 4. How wide is the pond? 5. How high is the ramp? 6. How high is the end of the
    ladder against the building?

  
w ft

95 ft 

120 ft

  21 ft 

19 ft

h ft
  

13 ft 

4 ft

h ft

 7. GEOGRAPHY Suppose Birmingham, Huntsville, and   

Birmingham

Gadsden

Huntsville

98 mi

61 mi

d mi
Gadsden, Alabama, form a right triangle. What is 
the distance from Huntsville to Gadsden? Round to 
the nearest tenth if necessary.  

 8. GEOMETRY Find the diameter d of the circle in the figure  

d ft

18 ft 

22 ft

at the right. Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.  
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Example
Graph the ordered pairs (2, -3) and (5, 4). Then find 
the distance c between the two points.

 a2 + b2 = c2 The Pythagorean Theorem

   32 + 72 = c2 Replace a with 3 and b with 7.

  58 = c2 32  + 72  = 9 + 49, or 58.

  ±  √ "" 58   =   √ " c   Defi nition of square root

 ±7.6 ≈ c Use a calculator.

The points are about 7.6 units apart.

Exercises
Find the distance between each pair of points. Round to the nearest 
tenth if necessary.

 1. y

x0

(6, 3)

(1, 1)

 2. y

x0

(4, 3)

(-2, 1)

 3. y

x0

(1, 1)

(3, -2)

Graph each pair of ordered pairs. Then find the distance between 
the points. Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.

 4. (4, 5), (0, 2)   5. (0, -4), (-3, 0)   6. (-1, 1), (-4, 4)  

  y

xO

  
y

xO

  
y

xO

You can use the Pythagorean Theorem to fi nd the distance between two points on 
the coordinate plane.

Lesson 7 Reteach
Distance on the Coordinate Plane

y

x0

(5, 4)

(2, -3)

c

7

3
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Lesson 7 Homework Practice
Distance on the Coordinate Plane

Graph each pair of ordered pairs. Then find the distance between 
the points. Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.

 1. (4, 3), (1, - 1)   2. (3, 2), (0, - 4)   3. (- 4, 3.5), (2, 1.5)  

      

Use the Distance Formula to find the distance between each pair 
of points. Round to the nearest tenth if necessary.

 4. W(2, 5), U(- 4, 3) 5. A(- 1, 7), B(- 3, - 5) 6. P(1, 1), Q(- 1, - 1)

 7. M(5, - 3), N(9, 1) 8. C(- 4, - 8), D(2, 2) 9. R(- 4, 2), S(- 4, - 9)

 10. E (  1 − 
2
  , 4   1 − 

4
  ) , F (5, -     1 − 

2
  )  11. J(5.4, - 3.2), K(4, - 1.2) 12. A (5   1 − 

5
  , 2) , B (- 1, 2   1 − 

5
  ) 

 13. Find the distance between points R and S shown at 
the right. Round to the nearest tenth.  

 14. GEOMETRY If one point is located at (- 6, 2) and 
another point is located at (6, - 3), find the distance 
between the points.  

R

S

x

y

0
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" A n 
A merican

Chi ldhood"

 

The Chase

What is the effect of the 
last sentence?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

4 5

What was Annie Dillard's 
purpose in writing this 
short story?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

by Annie Di l lard



________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

* * *

* *

1 2 3

Why does Dillard open 
her story with the 
discussion of football? In 
what way does the game 
of football serve as a 
metaphor in the story? 
(See paragraph 13)

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Identify the two rapid 
transitions in paragraph 
two. Do they contribute or 
detract from the story?

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Why does the author 
interrupt the story of the 
chase with an "immense 
discovery" in paragraph 
13. Does this interruption 
weaken the narrative?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



	
	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	

Name	 Position	
1.	
	

	

2.	
	

	

Role	 Description	
1.	

	
	

2.	
	

	

3.	
	

	

4.	
	

	

5.	
	

	

6.	
	

	

7.	
	

	

Federal	Government	

EXECUTIVE	BRANCH	

Who/What	Makes	up	
Executive	Branch	

Duties	of	the	President	

1.		
	
	
2.	
	
	
3.	
	
	
4.	
	
	
5.	
	
	
	

1.	
	
	
2.	
	
	
3.	
	
	
4.	
	

Roles	of	the	President	

Qualifications	of	
the	

President/VP	

Age:			
	
	
	
Citizenship;	
	
	
	
Residency:	

Our	Elected	Officials	

Term	of	Service:	
	
Term	Limit(s):	
	



	
	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	

Federal	Government	

JUDICIAL		BRANCH	

Who/What	Makes	up	
Judicial		Branch	

Purpose	of	the	Courts	

Title:	
	
	
	
Current	Leader:	
	
	
	
Total	number	of		
Justices:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
1.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The	levels	of	court	in	order	from	
highest	to	lowest-	

	
	

Qualifications	of	
the	Justices	

Age:			
	
	
	
Their	Placement:	
	
	
	
Their	Approval:	

Court’s	Motto	
	
	

Term	of	Service:	
	
	
	



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

U.S. Legislative Branch 

   

Total #:   

How decided:  

Term of Office: 

 

Total #:   

How decided: 

Term of Office: 

Qualifications:   Qualifications: 

Leadership Within 

Position(s): 

 

Person(s) name: 

Position(s): 

 

Person(s) name: 

Our Elected Official(s) Our Elected Official(s) 
Duties/Powers of U.S. Legislative Branch 

 



 

 

 

Directions: 

 

Using your textbook, notes, and other resources, fill in the blank spaces of the graphic organizer that 

exemplifies the make-up of Congress, The Presidency, and The Supreme Court.  Each box of the 

graphic organizer has information to fill in for it.    Keep in mind, each branch has had new members 

added since the beginning of the year.  These graphic organizers will help you in high school for your 

End of Course exams your junior year.  If you have any questions, please email me and I will direct you 

to an answer somehow.  You may use each branch of governments websites to possible help you 

answer the graphic organizers.    
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Interactions Within the Environment  
How do things “work” together to survive in their environments? Ecology is the study of the                 

interactions among organisms and their environments. There are several things that make up             
an ecosystem. An ecosystem is all of the living and non-living features of an environment.               
Abiotic factors are those things that are non-living in an environment like air, water, soil and                
sunlight, and biotic factors are all of the living components such as trees, plants, animals,               
insects, bacteria, and us! We have many different ecosystems on our planet, too! Large              
geographic areas with similar climates and ecosystems are called biomes , and they can include              
such environments like the snowy tundra, the desert, or the very diverse tropical rainforest. Most               
organisms live in a specific area suited for their needs.  
An organism is any single living thing living within an ecosystem, and the place where it obtains                 
the types of food, shelter, moisture and temperature that it needs is called its habitat. Its niche                 
is the unique way that the organism survives within its environment, or its “job” within the                
environment. Organisms live in groups called populations within their ecosystem and certain            
features of that ecosystem can affect how that population lives and thrives. Anything that can               
limit the size of a population, including living and nonliving features of an ecosystem, is called a                 
limiting factor . An example of a factor that could limit the size of a population might be a hunter                   
or a drought. An ecosystem can only support a certain number of individuals before that system                
begins to run out of resources. The largest number of individuals of a particular species that an                 
ecosystem can support over time is called its carrying capacity .  
All organisms rely on other organisms for energy. The transfer of energy from one organism to 
another is called the energy flow through the ecosystem. We can trace the path of energy 
through an ecosystem with an Energy Pyramid. An energy pyramid shows the direction that 
energy flows and each level on the pyramid is called a trophic level. At the bottom are 
producers , organisms that can make their own food. Next are consumers , who need to 
consume food from another source, such as a producer or another consumer. Decomposers 
return nutrients to the soil by consuming wastes and dead organisms. We can see how 
organisms rely on each other for energy in food chains and webs. A food chain shows how 
food energy passes from one organism to the next. Food webs are more complex and show the 
network of many interconnected food chains. Organisms have special types of interactions with 
one another. If an animal hunts and kills another animal for food, it is called a predator and is a 
consumer. The animal that is hunted and caught for food is the prey and is also a consumer; it 
may be an herbivore, omnivore, or carnivore. A carnivore is a meat eater and can eat 
herbivores, omnivores, or other carnivores. Herbivores eat producers or plants only, and an 
omnivore eats both producers (plants) and consumers (other animals).  
Some organisms have very close relationships with one another. Symbiosis is any close             
relationship between different species, and including mutualism, commensalism, and         
parasitism. Mutualism is when both species benefit from the relationship, like bees pollinating             
flowers. Commensalism is when one species benefits and the other organism doesn’t really             
get anything out of it. The shark and the remora is an example of this. The remora just hangs                   
around the shark waiting for it to drop food, but the shark doesn’t get anything from the remora.                  
Parasitism is when one organism gets helped in the relationship and the other organism is               
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harmed, like fleas on a dog.  
Relationships exist among all living things. When one thing is out of balance, it can affect the                 
entire environment. For example, when we spray pesticides on our crops, those chemicals can              
upset the delicate ecosystem that exists there, causing some populations to soar while others              
may die out. So the next time you think about throwing trash on the ground or pouring chemicals                  
down your drain, think about who or what you might be affecting!  
 

Ecology:  Interactions Within the Environment  
Use the reading to match the vocabulary term with the appropriate 
definition.  
1. __________________ - study of the interactions that take place among organisms 
and their environment 
 2. __________________ - living things within an ecosystem 
 3. __________________ - one of any living thing 
 4. __________________ - place where an organism lives and that provides the types 
of food, shelter,  
moisture, and temperature needed for survival 
 5. __________________- chain showing how energy passes from one organism to the 
next  
 6. __________________ - eat producers 
 7. __________________- any close relationship between species, including mutualism, 
commensalism, and parasitism. 
 8. __________________ - animal that hunts and kills other animals for food. It is a 
consumer [carnivore or omnivore]  
9. __________________ - largest number of individuals of a particular species that an 
ecosystem can support over time 
10. __________________ - non-living parts of ecosystem-air/water/soil/sun  
11. __________________ - all the living organisms that live in an area and the nonliving 
features of their  
environment  
12. __________________ - large geographic areas with similar climates and 
ecosystems. Includes: Tundra, Desert, Tropical Rainforest, Temperate Rainforest, 
Grassland, Arctic Tundra, Temperate Deciduous Forest  
13. __________________ - in an ecosystem, refers to the unique ways an organism 
survives, obtains food and shelter, avoids danger 
15. __________________ - show the direction in which energy flows. As the amount of 
available energy decreases, the pyramid gets smaller. Each layer on a pyramid is called 
a __________________level.  
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16. __________________through an ecosystem – The transfer of energy from one 
organism to another through food webs.  
17. __________________ - organism that makes its own food, autotroph.  
18. __________________ - organism that cannot make own food, a heterotroph  
19. __________________ - consume wastes and dead organisms  
20. __________________ - complex network of many interconnected food chains and 
feeding relationships  
21. __________________ - an animal that is hunted and caught for food. It is a 
consumer; it may be a herbivore, omnivore, or carnivore.  
22. __________________ - eat herbivores, omnivores, or other carnivores  
23. __________________ - eat producers and consumers  
24. What are the three types of symbiosis? Using the symbols (+) for positive, (-) for 
negative, and (0) for neutral, describe what each organism gets out of the relationship 
for each type of symbiosis.  
A. 
B. 
C. 
 

Interactions Within the Environment  
Answer the questions below using the reading  

1. Based on the definition of Ecology, what do you think the word parts “eco” and “ology” mean?  

 
 
2. Compare and contrast abiotic and biotic factors using a venn diagram below.3. Provide three 
examples of each:  

a. Abiotic Factor- 

 
b. Biotic Factor-  

3. Write a paragraph explaining how energy flows through an ecosystem using the 
following terms: Energy Pyramid, Trophic Level, Producer, Primary Consumer, 
Decomposer, Sun, Secondary Consumer, Tertiary Consumer  
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4. Food webs and food chains both show how energy transfers in an ecosystem. Explain 
how they differ from one another.  

 

 

5. Using the reading, define and give an example of each type of consumer. 

 

Type of consumer Definition Example 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

6. List some limiting factors that might limit the size of a population within its 
environment? (For example: increased hunting by man and drought.) 

 
  


