
MAYNARD   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS  
SCHOOL   COMMITTEE   MEETING   MINUTES  

Fowler   School   Library  
  February   13,   2020,   7:00   pm  

 
 
Present:   Bethlyn   Houlihan,   Natasha   Rivera,   Mary   Brannelly,   Lydia   Clancy,   Maro   Hogan  
Administrators   Present:   Mary   Jane   Rickson,   Interim   Superintendent;   Jennifer   Gaudet,  
Assistant   Superintendent  
 
The   meeting   was   called   to   order   at   7:04  
 
Ms.   Brannelly   motioned   to   approve   the   minutes   from   9/26/2019.  
Ms.   Hogan   seconded   the   motion.  
Motion   passed   5-0  
 
Ms.   Houlihan   motioned   to   approve   the   Joint   Budget   Meeting   minutes   from   2/8/2020.  
Ms.   Brannelly   seconded   the   motion.  
Motion   passed   5-0  
 
Chairperson's   Report   
Last   week   the   new   Superintendent   was   appointed,   there   was   a   BOS   meeting   regarding   the  
GM   roof,   and   the   Joint   Budget   meeting   was   Saturday   in   the   Maynard   Library.   There   will   be  
further   discussions   on   considering   all   options   on   how   to   move   forward   with   the   budget.  
Planning   on   ways   to   engage   and   inform   the   public   on   upcoming   budget   requests.  
 
Student   Report  
Patrick   O’Neil   noted   that   the   MHS   Student   School   Council   voted   in   favor   (19   out   of   26)   of  
changing   the   title   of   Columbus   Day   to   Indiginous   Peoples   Day.    Students   completed   course  
selection   for   next   year.    Sr   project   proposals   moving   along.    Seniors   worked   on   budgeting,  
looked   at   salaries,   health   care,   rental   and   utilities   costs   for   the   city   they   wanted   to   live   in.  
Jordan   Tucker   achieved   1000   pts   in   her   basketball   career.    NHS   is   raising   money   to   be  
donated   to   Emerson   Hospital   for   sick   children   by   valentine   candy   grams.    MHS   Band   has  
started   planning   for   the   2021   Disney   trip.    Tri-M   Honor   Society   service   project   started,   sanding  
and   painting   music   stands,   funded   by   movie   night.    They   are   also   mentoring   FS   band   students.  
The   Jr.   Tri-M   Honor   Society   (Gr.   8-10)   induction   ceremony   will   be   Feb   28th.    Pops   night   was  
last   Friday.    Students   from   the   Communications   classes   won   top   spots   in   the   2019   MIAA  
Sportsmanship   video   competition,   the   only   school   to   win   several   awards.  
 
Interim   Superintendent’s   Report   
Ms.   Rickson   workshop   this   week   sponsored   by   DESDE   on   the   Massachusetts   Tiered   Systems  
of   Support .     The   District   will   be   reviewing   the   K-5   Literacy   program   to   evaluate   aspects   of   the  
program   and   develop   an   action   plan   for   improvement.    The   Curriculum   Review   Process   (CRP)  
that   we   will   be   using   was   developed   by   Medway   Public   Schools   and   is   characterized   by   a  
systematic   evaluation   protocol   consisting   of   3   phases:   a   self   study;   having   a   Visiting   Team  
Evaluate   and   Report   on   their   findings;   and   Action   Planning,   Program   and   Professional  
Development   and   Implementation.   



Ms.   Rickson   noted   that   she   shared   the   Assabet   Valley   Collaborative   Annual   Report   with   SC  
Members.   
The   Innovative   Learning   Committee   (formerly   known   as   the   Digital   Learning   Committee)   has  
its   first   meeting   and   would   like   to   add   a   parent   and   student   representative.   An   email   will   be  
going   out   to   families   with   some   technology   updates   and   information.    Over   vacation,   security  
updates   will   be   made   to   student   Chromebooks.   
The   technology   department   is   working   with   the   Federal   e-rate   program   to   help   supplement   its  
capital   requests   for   wifi   updates   and   GM   Smartboards   replacements.   
 
Citizens’   Comments    -   there   were   no   comments   
 
School   Committee   Goals   Final   Review  
School   Committee   had   a   workshop   before   the   meeting   to   finalize   its   goals.    One   goal   was   a  
successful   Superintendent   search.    These   goals   can   be   adjusted   as   needed   over   time.   
 
Ms.   Riviera   motioned   to   accept   the   final   version   of   the   School   Committee   goals   for   FY   20.   
Ms.   Brannelly   2nd   the   motion.  
Motion   passed   5-0  
 
Policy   Updates   
2nd   reading  

● School   Committee   Resignation   –   BBBC  
School   Committee   doesn’t   currently   have   an   equivalent   of   this   MASC   policy,   and   would   be  
adopting   it.   
 
Ms.   Brannelly   motioned   to   accept   school   policy,   BBBC   -   School   Committee   Resignation  
Ms.   Clancy   2nd   the   motion.  
 
There   was   discussion   if   this   policy   needed   to   go   to   the   Town   to   be   sure   it   aligned   with   the   Town  
Charter.    Ms.   Clancy   said   this   policy   did   not,   it   just   constitutes   a   reason   for   resigning.  
 

Motion   passed   4   in   favor,   0   against,   1   abstained   -   Natasha   Riveral   abstained  
 

● Unexpired   Term   –   BBBE   
This   is   a   second   reading,   although   there   were   major   revisions   done   since   last   meeting   and  
included   some   Town   Charter   language.    They   would   need   to   decide   if   they   agreed   with   the  
language,   vote   on   it,   then   it   would   need   to   go   to   Town   Legal.    There   was   a   question   if   the   Town  
Charter   should   also   be   listed   as   a   source.    There   was   a   feeling   that   the   last   sentence   needed  
to   be   clearer.    Suggested   using   the   wording   “Fill   vacated   seat”.    The   wording   will   be   worked   on  
to   make   it   more   clear.    It   was   also   suggested   that   the   MGL   reference   should   be   41.11.    This  
policy   will   be   sent   to   legal   before   the   final   vote.  
 

1st   reading   -       
● School   Councils   –   BDFA   

The   original   policy   was   actually   a   procedure,   not   a   policy.    This   policy   comes   from   MASC.  
Discussion   about   adding   “Strategic   Plan”   to   the   2nd   paragraph,   clean   up   grammar   and   omit  
repetitive   wording.    Ms.   Clancy   will   work   on   the   edits   and   it   will   be   put   to   a   vote   next   time.  
 



 
● School   Choice   -   JFBB-1   and   JFBB  

It   was   clarified   that   policy   JFBB   wass   for   school   districts   who   participated   in   School   Choice.    If  
the   MASC   version   was   adopted,   it   would   replace   policy   #513.    MASC’s   version   stated   2   school  
choice   drawings.   It   was   suggested   to   keep   531   and   only   have   1   drawing   but   change   the  
indexing   to   JFBB.  
 
There   was   discussion   about   item   #4   in   policy   513,   and   it   was   explained   that   the   referred   to  
residents   receiving   preference   for   programs   such   as   Spanish   Immersion   or   Ch   74   programs.  
 
JFBB-1   was   for   districts   who   voted   not   to   participate   in   school   choice.    The   committee   felt   this  
policy   was   not   necessary.  
 
Ms.   Brannelly   made   a   motion   to   accept   the   School   Committee   pol   513   now   called   JFBB   with  
the   edits   to   item   #4.   
Ms.   Hogan   2nd   the   motion.   
Motion   passed   5-0  
 

● SCHOOL   CEREMONIES   &   OBSERVANCES    -   IMD  
MASC   policy   generalizes   and   covers   both   existing   policies,   #260   Observance   of   Religious  
Holidays   and   #216   Recognition   of   Religious   Beliefs   and   Customs.    MASC   policy   seemed   more  
more   current   and   the   language   was   a   little   more   sensitive   to   cultural   and   religious   differences.   
It   was   suggested   that   the   concern   about   not   assigning   homework   over   holidays   be   stated   in  
the   homework   policy   which   can   be   revised   next.   
There   was   discussion   on   how   this   would   impact   the   GM   Holiday   Shop   or   a   play   based   on   a  
biblical   story.    Policy   #260   spoke   about   tolerance   and   mutual   respect   of   customs   which   the  
MASC   policy   didn’t   seem   to   address.     It   was   suggested   to   keep   policy   #260,   and   adopt   the  
MASC   policy   in   place   of   #261,   and   call   one   IMD-1  
It   was   further   suggested   to   consult   with   MASC   to   make   sure   we   were   not   precluding   ourselves  
from   having   something   like   the   Holiday   Shop   if   IMD   was   adopted.    It   was   noted   that   the  
Holiday   Shop   did   not   promote   any   specific   religion.  
It   was   noted   to   reference   the   Homework   policy   on   this,   and   vica   versa  
 

● SOCIAL   MEDIA   -   IJNDD   
The   Social   Media   policy   that   was   worked   on   last   year   was   sent   to   legal,   and   then   realized   it  
was   incomplete.    The   current   policy   being   developed   would   need   to   also   be   run   past   the  
Unions   since   it   was   more   specific   and   mentioned   reasons   for   disciplinary   action.    The   MASC  
version   was   not   as   specific   and   may   not   need   to   go   to   the   Unions,   but   that   would   have   to   be  
confirmed.    This   policy   needed   further   work.  
  
Represented   Roles   on   GMFC   
Ms.   Rivera   was   the   School   Committee   liaison   to   the   Green   Meadow   Future   Committee.    She  
noted   that   the   committee   was   made   up   from   a   specific   formula,   and   specifically   included  
Principal   Donna   Dankner   by   School   Committee   Vote.    It   was   suggested   that   this   would   need   a  
School   Committee   vote   to   amend   the   Administrative   component   of   the   GMFC   to   ensure   that  
information   is   received   and   shared   with   the   community   and   staff   properly.  
 



Ms.   Rivera   made   a   motion   to   amend   the   membership   role   to   not   state   Donna   Dankner  
specifically,   but   to   state   an   Administrator   member   be   present   at   the   GMFC.  
Ms.   Brannelly   2nd   the   motion  
Motion   passed   -   5-0  
 
Interim   Super   Contract   Amendment   -   
Recognizing   that   a   new   Superintendent   is   starting   in   July,   MASC   advised   that   it   was  
acceptable   to   not   need   a   formal   superintendent   evaluation   process.    The   reasons   why   this  
process   is   needed   do   not   apply   this   year.   This   didn’t   preclude   them   from   monitoring   goals.   
 
Ms.   Rivera   made   a   motion   to   amend   Mary   Jane   Rickson’s   contract   by   removing   the   clause   that  
mandates   an   annual   formal   performance   evaluation.  
Ms.   Hogan   2nd   the   motion.  
Motion   passed   5-0.  
 
GM   Principal   Search   Update    -   3   finalists   -   John   Obremski,   Robert   Rouleau   and   Becky   Janda.  
Biran   Haas   has   been   included   in   the   conversation.    Each   candidate   will   spend   a   day   at   Green  
Meadow   and   there   will   be   a   parent   forum   the   night   of   Feb.   26th.    Ms.   Rickson   and   Mr.   Haas  
will   also   meet   with   each   candidate   before   their   forum.    Feedback   will   be   collected   and   one  
candidate   will   be   moved   forward.    Parents   will   be   notified   about   the   parent   forum.   
 
SC   Liaison   to   Brian   Haas   
As   Brian   Haas   is   starting   to   transition   it   was   suggested   having   a   School   Committee   liaison   until  
July   1st.  
 
Ms.   Brannelly   motioned   to   have   Lydia   Clancy   be   the   liaison   to   Brian   Haas   until   July   1st.  
Ms.   Rivera   2nd   the   motion.  
Ms.   Hogan   noted   that   she   had   time   to   help   if   needed  
Motion   passed   5-0.  
 
School   Choice   Enrollment   Decision   for   2020-21   School   Year   
According   to   enrollment   projections   for   next   year   there   was   space   to   accept   school   choice  
students   in   every   grade   except   for   Kindergarten   and   Grade   3.    AMSA   and   Assabet   numbers  
appear   to   be   less   this   year.    These   are   preliminary   numbers.    We   will   not   know   about   the   Beijing  
school   until   the   summer.    The   Kindergarten   class   is   lower   than   in   the   past,   an   additional   25  
letters   went   out   based   on   the   census.    Only   21   students   have   shown   interest   in   the   K   Spanish  
Immersion   so   far.     There   is   the   potential   for   having   Manderin   classes   with   Beijing   school.   
 
Ms.   Brannelly   made   a   motion   to   accept   the   2020-2021   projected   enrollment   for   the   number   of  
school   choice   seats   that   will   be   available   per   grade   as   noted.  
Ms.   Hogan   2nd   the   motion  
Motion   passed   5-0.  
 
Citizens’   Comments   
A   parent   felt   it   was   important   to   look   at   those   who   have   left   and   find   out   why.    She   had   one  
student   going   to   Assabet   and   another   on   the   waitlist   for   Parker   Charter.  
 
 



Members’   Comments   (includes   Subcommittees’   Report   Out)   
Meeting   and   events   noted   that   had   happened   or   were   coming   up:   
Budget   Tri-board   SubCommittee   meeting   Wed   at   7am   at   Town   Hall.  
GMFC   meeting   had   discussed   GM   HVAC   audit.  
GM   School   Council   talked   about   a   crisis   plan   that   would   be   going   to   the   Safety   Committee  
SEPAC   had   their   IEP   Basic   Rights   presentation.  
Sepac   Communication   meeting   last   Mon,   talked   about   updating   the   SEPAC   webpage  
Strategic   Planning   and   Curriculum   meeting   was   on   the   24th  
School   Committee   information   sessions   coming   up,   looking   to   find   people   to   fill   empty   seats  
MHS   was   holding   a   Valentine's   Day   dance   for   grades   6-8   tomorrow   night.  
MEF   Taste   fundraiser   was   March   1st  
 
Ms.   Rivera   thanked   everyone   involved   in   the   budget   meeting.    She   loved   the   email   that   went  
out   about   chromebook   security.    She   thought   that   BoardDoc   might   be   worth   another   look   for  
SC   to   use.    Noted   the   MSBA   contest   for   1st   Graders,   “My   Ideal   School”   might   be   nice   for   GM  
students.   
 
There   was   discussion   about   the   email   that   went   to   out-of-district   families,   not   everyone  
received   the   email.    It   was   also   promoted   by   SEPAC   to   get   the   information   out.    The   Tech   Dept  
was   still   working   on   the   email   issue,   it   would   be   helpful   to   know   who   didn’t   receive   the   email   so  
the   problem   could   be   troubleshooted.  
 
MOU   update   -   School   and   Town’s   attorney   and   administrators   would   be   meeting   to   discuss   it.  
 
The   Recreation   Dept   met   with   the   BOS   Tue.   night   about   the   Fowler   Field.    They   are   looking   for  
ways   to   fund   the   annual   $18,000   in   maintenance   since   the   field   has   had   major   upgrades.    A  
proper   new   lawn   mower   was   also   needed   and   could   be   used   for   all   Town/School   fields.    The  
Town   was   looking   and   lease   options   for   the   lawn   mower   that   was   requested.    The   Recreation  
Dept   would   also   like   to   explore   a   policy   for   advertising,   so     businesses    could   sponsor   a   field   to  
generate   revenue   for   field   maintenance.   
 
Ms.   Brannelly   would   like   to   see   Kate   Hogan   acknowledged   in   some   public   way   for   helping   GM  
receive   $60,000   for   books   for   the   GM   library.    Kate   Hogan   had   also   mentioned   a   task   force   that  
was   being   developed   for   the   Student   Opportunity   Act   and   wanted   more   information   about   this.  
She   noted   that   the   2nd   Grade   donated   over   400   items   to   Food   Pantry,   and   Fowler   had   a   cereal  
fundraiser   for   the   Food   Pantry   backpack   program.   
 
Ms.   Gaudet   has   reached   out   to   a   number   of   parent   organizations   about   advertising   the   GM  
Preschool,   and   will   also   write   something   up   to   run   in   the   Action   Unlimited.    Thinking   of   having  
some   open   houses   in   March   while   the   PreK   is   open.   
 
The   Student   Opportunity   Act   was   due   April   1st.    Ms.   Rickson   and   Ms.   Gaudet   were   working   on  
it   and   had   to   determine   what   students   were   not   being   serviced,   and   then   possibly   have   a  
parent   forum.  
 
Ms.   Rivera   congratulated   Jordan   Tucker   on   her   1000   career   basketball   points.  
 
 



Ms.   Rivera   motioned   to   adjourn   the   meeting.  
Ms.   Hogan   2nd   the   meeting.  
Motion   passed   5-0.  

 
Meeting   adjourned   at   9:01.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully   Submitted  
Colleen   Andrade  
Administrative   Assistant   to   the   Superintendent   of   Schools  


