
 
Welcome!  

 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to Pender Public Schools! We look forward to partnering with you 

in fostering your child’s education.  A child’s school success begins long before 
they actually begin school, and continues outside the classroom.  Parents often 
wonder how to best prepare their child for school, so we have prepared a list of 
skills in a check-off format to help you determine how “ready” your child is. Please 
note that some of these skills are developmental, and with practice, are mastered 
over time. We do not expect all of these skills to be mastered by the beginning of 
Kindergarten. However, we encourage our families to promote independent self- 
help skills at home. We also encourage a basic understanding and at the very least, 
exposure to the academic/cognitive skills listed below.  

Please remember that every child is different. In Kindergarten, we have 
students beginning school at ages 5 and 6 years old. There is a lot of 
developmental change between these ages.  We encourage parents not to compare 
their children with others as developmental differences can be significant.  
 

Again, we look forward to meeting you and your child in the 2020-2021 
school year!   
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Life Skills: 
Readiness is… 

r Fastening buttons, zipping zippers, buckling belts or shoes, and tying shoes. 
r Independence with basic restroom procedures, including washing hands with soap after 

using the restroom. 
r Opening juice boxes, water bottles and plastic containers.  
r Covering coughs and sneezes appropriately. Using a tissue and blowing their nose in 

necessary. 
r  Dresses himself/herself  

 
 
Language Development Skills: 
Readiness is… 

r Speaking in sentences using 6-8 words. 
r Using language to express his/her wants and needs. 
r Listening to and follows simple one- and two- step oral directions. 
r Listening to stories for 5 to 10 minutes without restlessness or interrupting. 
r  Beginning to hear words that rhyme. 
r Producing most sounds correctly (although r, l, s, z, v, th, sh, ch continue to develop). 
r Identifying and naming common objects (cup, juice, shoe, etc…). 
r Speaking in sentences while sharing past experiences. 
r Able to ask and answer simple who, what, where, when and why questions. 
r Able to describe things that they see in the world around them. 

 (eg: The dog is chasing the ball.) 
r Using 900-2000+ words. 

 
Fine and Gross Motor Development  
Readiness is…  

r  Gaining greater control over his/her large muscles.  (eg: he/she can bounce a ball, walk in a 
straight line, run, hop, jump and climb.) 

r Developing greater control over his/her small muscles.  He/she can use scissors to cut in a 
straight line; hold a pencil correctly (see attached); traces vertical, horizontal, slanted, 
and curved lines, thread small beads on a string, and form shapes out of Play Doh. 

r  Beginning to write his/her name.  
r Beginning to draw basic pictures (eg: stick people, sun, flowers etc..) 
r Uses utensils correctly (not a fist grip). 
r Drinks from an open cup. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Social/Emotional Development 
Readiness is… 

r Observes others and the world around him/her. 
r Tolerates changes and new situations consistently. 
r Is practicing sharing with others. 
r Accepts appropriate consequences for inappropriate behaviors without tantrums or 

defiance. 
r Consistently follows set routines and rules set by trusted adults (parents, daycare, 

teachers etc…) 
r Practices polite language with peers and adults. (Please, thank you etc…) 
r Separating from his/her parents without becoming upset. 

  
  
Math Development Skills: 
Readiness is: 

r Counts to ten and may recognize some numbers 0-10 or higher. 
r Counts concrete objects accurately to 5 or higher (eg: counts the grapes in their bowl or 

counts pennies.) 
r Recognizes several simple shapes (eg: square, rectangle, circle…) 
r Identifies and names some numbers 0-10 or higher 
r Exposure to basic math vocabulary (eg: count, more, less, shorter, longer, top, middle, 

bottom, how many?, how much? etc..) 
 
Reading/Language Arts Development Skills: 
Readiness is…   

r Identifies and names some or most letters of the alphabet. 
r Recognizes/reads his/her first name 
r Understands basic concepts of print (eg: words convey meaning in a story and illustrations 

support the text, title, author, illustrator etc..) 
 
Cognitive Development 
Readiness is…   

r Beginning to sort things into groups (eg:things that are red, things that are shaped like 
circles etc…) 

r Identifies and names basic colors. 
r Sees similarities and differences between objects. 
r Identifies 10+ body parts, and 8+ items of clothing. 
r Demonstrates an understanding of position and direction of objects, such as big/little, 

over/on/under, etc…   
 


