
Unified School District No. 358 
April 13, 2020 
 
Dear Class of 2020 and parents, 
 
Through all of the changes in our world, we want one thing to remain the same for the Class of 2020, so we are planning to keep 
graduation on Saturday, May 9th at 2pm.  Since there will be no opportunity for us to hold a “traditional” ceremony anytime soon, 
we invited all seniors to discuss options which resulted in virtual graduation ceremony.   
 
Here is the plan:  On Thursday, April 30th from 3pm- 6pm we will have groups of 5 seniors at a time come in, put on caps and gowns, 
then film the receiving of diplomas. The gym will be set up to look like a normal graduation. We will also take formal graduation 
pictures while they are still in graduation attire. Those giving speeches will film their part on this day too. The entire program will be 
videoed, including the awarding of scholarships, the senior slide show, and a time for the rose ceremony.  It will then be put together 
into a full graduation ceremony that will be posted on Facebook at 2pm on Saturday May 9th for your families to view and have a 
“graduation” watch party. The group also came up with a fantastic idea to celebrate their graduation with the entire community by 
riding on a float during Watermelon Feed (Saturday, September 12th tentatively) with all of them in their caps and gowns and then 
organizing a diploma ceremony at the park. (These are details that still need to be worked out but plan on this day and keep your caps 
and gowns where you can find them.) 
 
The list of seniors and time they must be at the school on April 30th is on the back. SENIORS- PLEASE, PLEASE, look nice and neat 
like you would on graduation day.  The students will be given their caps and gowns to take home on the 30th.  The district decided to 
pay for all seniors’ caps, gowns, and tassels. (Those who have already paid will get a refund.) 
 
We will explain this in more detail in a Zoom meeting for seniors and parents on Thursday, April 23rd at 7:30pm. See below.  
 
Thursday, April 23rd- 7:30pm-Seniors and Parent Zoom Meeting to discuss graduation (www.zoom.com) 
 Meeting ID: 928 7618 6641 
 Password: 491344 
 Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://zoom.us/j/92876186641?pwd=dFlxcVMwQlhTSEJxUzZ3eWFQcEZPdz09 
 
Thursday, April 30th-- Filming of receiving diplomas and speeches, graduates will get their caps and               
 gowns to take home on this day.  
 
 THIS DAY IS IMPORTANT…DON’T BE LATE!  The list with your time to arrive is attached – Students must follow 
 social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.    
    
 DEADLINE-All baby pictures and senior pictures for the slide show to  Mrs. Wilson cathiwilson@usd358.com 
 
Thursday, May 7th- Seniors turn in all materials (iPADS,etc), sign the senior wall, and paint the parking lot and spring sports  
 senior recognition (Time and format TBD)  
 
 Graduation packets will be given with the graduation programs, and other special items for graduation day.  
 
Saturday, May 9th- Graduation posted to Facebook at 2pm.  
 
Saturday, September 12th- Graduate float (caps and gowns) in the Watermelon Feed parade, diploma        
presentation in the park (TBD)  
 
Although the format of graduation may look different, our seniors deserve to be recognized and celebrated for their accomplishments, 
now more than ever. They deserve it!  
 
If you have questions prior to the meeting on April 23rd, please contact me by email cathiwilson@usd358.com or call the school 620-
455-2410 ext 1202.  
 
Respectfully, 
Dr. Cathi Wilson       Mrs. Sherry White             Mrs. Shelly Graves               Mrs. Sheryl Metz              Mrs. Michelle Koppelmann 
OHS Principal           Counselor                           Virtual School Director        Senior Sponsor                  Senior Sponsor 


