
Graduation and Awards 

Seniors 2020 

  

After much deliberation, the Nixon-Smiley High School Graduation Planning Committee has decided to 
delay the final decision on how we will conduct our ceremony for the Senior Class of 2020. We received 
news today that the Commissioner of Education is working with Governor Abbott to see if there can be 
allowances made in his Executive Order related to COVID-19 that will allow an in-person, live graduation 
ceremony. Social-distancing and other safety measures would need to be implemented. 

With that hopeful news, I am pleased to announce we will begin planning a graduation ceremony at 
Mustang Stadium, on May 29, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. In order to comply with restrictions, our event will be a 
little different than we have had in the past. For example, we will limit attendance to a few guests per 
graduate. Seniors will be given tickets for their family and friends.  We will then live-stream speeches 
and a video of the students receiving their diplomas for those who are unable to attend due to social-
distancing constraints. As the date draws nearer, we will determine if any other measures need to be 
taken or if we have an option to ease attendance restrictions.  Also, while we do not usually set a rain 
date, moving into our gym as a contingency will most likely not be possible. Therefore, we are planning a 
rain date of June 5, 2020. 

Senior scholarships, academic honors, and athletic awards will be announced via a digital publication 
that will be available on our web site in late May. We will announce its availability on social media, the 
marquee, and other methods when it is ready. 

If it is later determined that a live graduation ceremony is absolutely not possible, we will arrange for a 
processional of Seniors in their cars to parade through our streets, thus allowing friends and neighbors 
to cheer from their own yards, vehicles, and porches. If we resort to that option, more details will be 
provided. 

Thank you to everyone who has made suggestions and offered thoughts about this very important 
event. 

 


