
Build a Birdhouse Instructions 

 

To:  ECS Students and Families 
From:  Mr. Cary and Mr. Gaffney 

send completed pictures of 
you and your birdhouse to 

agaffney@ellsworth.k12.mi.us 



Materials 

Instructions 
*Note: For all pieces the marked letter goes on the “inside” of the birdhouse and the rough-
sawn face faces the outside. Red “dots” show pre-drilled nail hole locations) 

Tools 
Needed

Hammer, adult helper

Materials 
Provided

Sandpaper, nails, the following six pre-cut/pre-drilled cedar birdhouse pieces

Back (B) 

Bottom (b) 

Top (T) 

Door (D) 

Front (F) 

Side (S) 



 

Step 1 

Using the provided 
sandpaper lightly 
sand all the cut 
edges. This is just to 
make sure you don’t 
get any slivers while 
putting your 
birdhouse together. 
The finished 
birdhouse should be 
rough feeling, so 
don’t worry about 
trying to make it 
smooth.


Step 2 

Find a solid work 
surface to assemble 
your birdhouse on.  
Gather your hammer, 
nails (provided) and 
adult helper.  Start by 
laying out the side 
and door with the 
letters facing up and 
the pre-drilled air 
holes to the top.  Put 
the side on the left 
and the door on the 
right.


Step 3 

Stand both the side 
and door on their 
edge with the letters 
on the inside of the 
birdhouse and the air 
holes to the top.


Step 4 

Set the front on top 
of the upright side 
and door pieces.  
Using an adult helper 
align the sides flush 
and pound five nails 
into the pre-drilled 
holes.  Note that the 
“door” only gets one 
nail at the top that 
will act as a hinge.


Step 5 

Turn the birdhouse 
over so that the front 
is facing down and 
then insert the bottom 
between the side and 
the door pieces.


Step 6 

Place the back onto 
the upright front-
side-door pieces 
making sure that the 
letter is facing “into” 
the birdhouse and 
the rough side is 
facing out.  Pound 7 
nails into the 
indicated locations.




Step 7 

Turn the birdhouse so 
the side is facing up 
and pound 2 nails into 
the bottom in the 
indicated locations.  
Then turn the 
birdhouse so the front 
is facing up and 
pound 1 nail into the 
bottom.


Step 8 

Then turn the 
birdhouse so the front 
is facing up and 
pound 1 nail into the 
bottom.


Step 9 

Stand the birdhouse 
up and place the top 
on with the letter 
facing the inside and 
the rough side facing 
out.  Make sure that 
the “pencil line” on the 
underside of the top is 
facing the front.  
Pound 4 nails into the 
indicated locations.  
Make sure you are not 
putting any nails into 
the door.


Step 10 

Turn the birdhouse 
over again so that the 
front is facing down.  
Pound 2 nails into the 
back in the indicated 
locations to secure the 
back to the top.


Step 11 

Turn the bird house 
back over so that the 
front is facing up. 
Pound one nail into 
the bottom right 
corner to secure the 
door.  Don’t pound 
this nail all the way in 
so next spring you can 
clean the birdhouse 
out. If you don’t care 
about cleaning the 
house out in future 
years, go ahead and 
pound this nail all the 
way in.


You’re Done!  

Please send us a 
picture of you and 
your finished bird 
house!


