
High Ability FAQ’s 

For Parents 

 

 

What does high ability mean? 

The state of Indiana defines a high ability student as one who “performs at, or shows potential for 
performing at, an outstanding level of academic accomplishment when compared to students of the 
same age, experience, or environment.” (Indiana code 20-36-1-3) 

Is every student in a top, advanced, Honors, ACP, or AP class considered high ability? 

No, Bremen has many high achieving students.  In high school, students may self-select an Honors, ACP, 
or AP class without being identified as high ability. 

How many high ability students should we have identified at each grade level? 

The quick answer is about 10 % of our students corporation-wide.  Remember, these are the students 
who need acceleration, enrichment, and a faster pace of instruction.  The core curriculum is not enough, 
not sufficient, for high ability students even if it is a top or advanced class.   

In what areas may a student be identified as high ability? 

Students may be identified as high ability in one or more areas.  A student may be identified in Math 
only, Language Arts only, or in both Math and Language Arts.  The state does not provide high ability 
funding for areas other than Language Arts and Math. 

How are parents informed? 

Parents of identified high ability students students in the K8 building receive a letter explaining their 
child’s status in the last report card for the year.  They are informed of their status  for the following 
school year.    Students who are high ability in the K8 building carry that identification over to the high 
school.  We relook at the high school students after we have all of the data after the end of their 
sophomore year.   

What benefits are there for students who are identified as high ability? 

The greatest benefit K-12 is that the curriculum provided more closely matches the student’s ability.  An 
identified high ability student will be placed in the cluster class in grades 1-5.  In middle school, 
identified students are placed in advanced classes in their area of identification. In high school, they are 
encouraged to select Honors, ACP and AP courses.  



High Ability research clearly supports the benefit of the school wide cluster grouping model we use in 
grades K-8. Being grouped with other students of high ability helps support identified students both 
academically and socially.  

Benefits for high school students may include the opportunity to have the high ability grant monies pay 
for advanced classes in the areas of mathematics or language arts not offered by BPS.   The high ability 
grant also pays for the AP Spanish testing costs of identified high ability students. 

Where can I access the Bremen High Ability Plan? 

The Bremen High Ability Plan can be accessed on the BPS website by clicking on the High Ability tab 
under Programs.  The plan is updated each Spring to reflect changes required by the DOE and/or 
changes made by BPS to improve our high ability services. 

What if I have questions? 

As always, if you have questions specific to your child the best place to start is with their teacher.  If you 
have questions specific to high ability please contact Mrs. McKenzie at 546-3554 or 
cmckenzie@bps.k12.in.us.   
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