
Assessment Choices 

     Junior English 

 

 Your  previously assigned work  will count for three assessment grades for this marking period. 

If you have not turned it in, I must have it or you may do 7 of these assignments instead of what 

was previously assigned. . You will not pass the six weeks without these assessments being 

completed.  The remainder of  your assessments for the grading period will be composed of   4 

choices listed below.  If you are planning on taking debate next year, contact me please, and 

you will be given a revised assignment which will be designed specifically for you.  

 

I want this to be enjoyable and fairly easy for you. That said, part of this will be proofreading and 

editing. If you turn things in with grammatical errors, sentence fragments, spelling errors and 

which reflect a lack of effort, you will NOT receive credit for the assignment.  I prefer that these 

be typed….yes use your phones. But if you need to hand write them, you can take a picture of 

your work and email it to me. I am available to answer questions, look at drafts or help in any 

way.  

 

1. Current Events Essay ( You may write 2 of these) Pick subjects you are interested in. The 

article must be complete and thorough and probably one or two pages in length from a 

reputable publication.  Answer the following questions as part of your essay. Provide the 

URL/Link from the article or send me a copy.  

● What is the thesis/claim of the article?  

● What is the purpose ( inform, persuade, entertain) How do you know that? 

● Provide a general summary of the article 

● Is there bias? Is the author focused on a side or a position or is he or she 

neutral? 

● Identify key elements and rhetorical  tools used. This can include figurative 

language, types of examples, types of information. 

● Analyze the structure and organization of the article 

● Write a personal reaction. This can include agreement, disagreement, a critique 

of the author’s position or style. 

 

4. Personal Essay on the Covid 19 experience. What is your reaction to the rather bizarre 

ending of our school year. What has it made you realize? This will be one of the most important 

historical events of the 21st Century and you have been part of it. Plus you are old enough to 

understand some of the potential effects of what has and what might still happen. 

 

4.  A letter to your favorite  teacher, coach, mentor, Sunday school teacher, friend….be specific 

and develop ideas fully. If you prefer to hand write  this ( more personal), that’s fine. Take a 

picture of it so that I can read what you have written. I have had students do this in the past and 

it was treasured by the teachers to whom I expect you to send the letter. 

 

5. This I Believe Essay-- Google “This I Believe”...This is a part of National Public Radio and 

presents short and meaningful statements of belief by many famous and not so famous people. 



There are many examples available. Read a couple as models. This writing should deal with 

something specific that you believe and that others can relate to. This is persuasive writing and 

should reflect your values and priorities. Some examples might be : All Men are Brothers, 

Kindness Matters, Love is what defines us, Forgiveness is necessary to be Free. Think TED 

talk. 

 

6. Rant Essay:  Choose a subject you are well informed on . Do a little research. Have facts to 

back up your position.  For example if you are writing your rant about  selfish people, read an 

article or two  on selfishness. Get some facts and maybe some opinions of experts. Make sure it 

is something with some depth. Your rant can be cultural, political, social and can address issues 

of class, race, sexuality, manners or politics.  A rant  usually has strong language, sarcasm, 

specific examples, anecdotes, strong emotion and sometimes humor.  

 

7. Creative pieces  ( You may have two of these) 

You may write an original poem , song, essay, short story or children’s book. Prose pieces 

should be at least 300 words and Poetry/Songs at least 40 lines. You may submit multiple 

poems  or songs to meet the requirement. These options must reflect a mature and 

sophisticated appreciation for literature. Silly, unpolished work that does not reflect effort and 

attention will be returned and you will not receive credit. Humor and light hearted submissions 

are fine, but must reflect effort and attention to detail.  

 

8. Create a Tik Tok about your Covid 19 experience. Write a short explanation/ introduction 

about your Tik Tok and what motivated you to create it. Have fun, but planning and 

thoughtfulness must be evident. 

 

9. Hero Essay. Write an essay defining a hero. Is your hero an athlete or maybe the doctors 

and nurses putting their lives on the line taking care of people with Covid 19? Give some 

concrete examples of people you consider to be heros and explain why. How do ordinary 

people become heroes? 

 

10. Favorite Words Make a list of 25 quirky, fun, interesting words. These should not be 

ordinary words. Define each word and illustrate  the word in some way. For example my list  

Would include quagmire and multifaceted. These words need to be unusual and interesting. 

 

11. Read “A Rose For Emily” by William Faulkner. This text is available in PDF on-line. This is a 

classic short story and it alluded to often in other literature. Create a One Pager over  the short 

story with an explanation on the back that is at least a couple of hundred words.  Your one 

pager must include quotes ( text evidence), major themes, literary elements,characters, conflict,  

symbols and setting  and questions and comments that show your thinking. Color and visual 

elements are important. Your one pager can be scanned or a good clear picture can be taken of 

both sides.  

 

12.Create a One Pager for Fahrenheit 451. Follow the same directions above. 

 



 

 

 


