
 
 
April 16, 2020 
 
Dear 6th Grade Families, 
We hope you all are doing well, healthy, and safe.  We are writing to update all sixth grade families 
with our plan for mathematics courses for the 2020-2021 school year.  At Blake we are continually 
reviewing and reflecting on our practices to provide students with meaningful, relevant, and 
impactful learning experiences.  Our goal is to establish a strong foundation of learning skills and 
mastery of content standards for students during these transitional years of middle school.   
 
Keeping the social-emotional developmental needs of our students at the forefront of our thinking 
to guide our decisions, we have taken time to reflect upon our current course progression for 
mathematics at Blake and are adjusting the seventh grade programming for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  After careful reflection and to provide students the appropriate time to develop long-term 
problem-solving skills and a deeper conceptual understanding of math, with strong connections 
between and amongst the two, we have made the decision to realign our course structure and will no 
longer be offering Accelerated Math in seventh grade.  This change in course alignment is one that 
we were planning for the 2021-2022 school year, and given both the known and 
yet-to-be-determined impacts of our emergency remote learning period this spring, we believe this 
adjustment in programming is important to meet the needs of our students.  The information below 
outlines our plans and provides context for our decision. 
 
This change does not impact Algebra I for eighth grade students, a course that is recommended for 
students towards the end of the seventh grade year.  For your reference, our current and future 
progression of mathematics courses at Blake are listed below... 
 
Current (2019-2020) progression of mathematics courses at Blake 
Grade 6:  Math 6 
Grade 7:  Math 7, Math 7 Accelerated 
Grade 8:  Math 8, Algebra I 
 
Future (2020-2021) progression of mathematics courses at Blake 
Grade 6:  Math 6 



Grade 7:  Math 7 
Grade 8:  Math 8, Algebra I 
 
Restructuring of the seventh grade courses for all students will provide a stronger foundation for all 
students as they mature and develop at different rates, with the hope of making more accurate 
placement recommendations after both sixth and seventh grade.  The following factors have helped 
guide our decision… 

● The curricula in Math 7 addresses the same content standards as the curricula in Math 7 
Accelerated.  (We have found that students who have moved from Math 7 to Algebra I in 8th grade have 
found success.) 

● Taking accelerated courses has not always led to greater skill application for students. 
● Taking accelerated courses has not always led to a greater understanding of underlying 

mathematical content standards for students. 
● Accelerating students who are not developmentally ready produces greater anxiety and 

decreases mastery of content standards. 
● Studies and research* conducted in a variety of districts in rural, urban, and suburban US, 

UK, and Australian schools have shown… 
○ All learners benefit in a heterogeneous setting. 
○ All learners benefit from the variety of thinking that is expressed. 
○ All learners benefit from the richness of explanations from all students. 

* To read more about this research, please see these Articles of Interest and the 
resources at the bottom of this letter.  

 
This link provides a visual of the progression of courses in mathematics (both planned and future) 
for students at Blake… 
Progression of Blake Math Courses (Current and Future), April 2020 
 
Meeting our mission and providing developmentally appropriate programming are at the heart of all 
of our decisions, at both the macro-level (our master schedule and course design) and micro-level 
(day-to-day instructional experiences for students).  As such we believe this change in course 
progression will enhance and strengthen our programming, based on research and sound 
pedagogical practices.  Reflection is one of our core values here at Blake, and we will continue to 
examine and implement thoughtful curriculum design and instructional practices to meet the needs 
of all of our students.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
Jess Safer, our Mathematics Department Chair for Grades 6-12 (jsafer@email.medfield.net) or me 
(nvaughn@email.medfield.net). 
Take care. 
 

http://www.sfusdmath.org/articles-of-interest.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IDuDffANxtGoxoyxfVGg4aTCzjEVyq4DxERxuQDFLwI/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:jsafer@email.medfield.net
mailto:nvaughn@email.medfield.net


Sincerely,  
 
Nat Vaughn 
Principal 
 
*Resources (and Articles of Interest) 
By Jo Boaler, Professor of Math Education at Stanford University 

1. Removing Levels:  OPINION: Separating 'gifted' children hasn't led to better achievement 
2. Ineffectiveness of tracking: OPINION: How one city got math right 
3. Math testing and anxiety: OPINION: It's time to stop the clock on math anxiety. Here's the 

latest research on how 
4. Raising expectations for all learners: Raising Expectations and Achievement. The Impact of 

Wide Scale Mathematics Reform Giving All Students Access to High Quality Math 
 
Dylan Kane article on common core and teaching math deeply: How to Thwart Deficit Narratives in 
Math Class 
Dan Meyer Ted Talk: Math Class Needs a Makeover 
 
 

https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-separating-gifted-children-hasnt-led-to-better-achievement/
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-how-one-city-got-math-right/
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-time-stop-clock-math-anxiety-heres-latest-research/
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-time-stop-clock-math-anxiety-heres-latest-research/
https://www.youcubed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Raising-Expectations.pdf
https://www.youcubed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Raising-Expectations.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/article/thwarting-deficit-narratives-math-class
https://www.edutopia.org/article/thwarting-deficit-narratives-math-class
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_meyer_math_class_needs_a_makeover

