
 

 
 
 
April 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear ECS Families: 
 
Good morning.  As we begin our second week of remote learning I wanted to take a moment to reach out and check in 
with all of our families.  These are extremely challenging times for everyone and we empathize with and understand the 
difficulties and obstacles associated with remote learning.  With that said, we hope that you have been in contact with 
your student’s teachers over the past week and have been communicating any needs that have arisen. 
 
I wanted to take a moment today to emphasize a few key points moving forward; 
 

• All teachers are approaching remote learning in two-week blocks of time.  The first of which will come to an end 
this coming Friday, April 24.  At that time teachers will have more paper-pencil work available for students and 
will also be collecting paper-pencil work for the previous two weeks. 

o At the elementary level (K-5) every student has an individual mailbox set up in the elementary vestibule.  
On Friday morning new paper-pencil work for every student will be available for pickup in each student’s 
mailbox.  There are also teacher specific boxes to drop off student work in.  If you are unable to stop in 
and pick up new paper-pencil materials please let your student’s teacher know and it will be mailed home 
to you via USPS. 

o At the secondary level (6-11) not every student is participating with paper-pencil work.  Many are 
choosing a completely online option.  For those that are participating in paper-pencil assignments there 
are again individual student mailboxes setup in the high school vestibule.  As with the elementary, this 
work will be available for pickup on Friday morning.  If you are unable to stop in and pick up new paper-
pencil materials please let your student’s teacher know and it will be mailed home to you via USPS. 

• The last day for the 2019/20 school year and the end of our remote learning period will be Wednesday, June 3. 
• Emergency closure food service is available to all students.  Please email Naomi Sponable at 

nsponable@ellsworth.k12.mi.us for more information. 
• Remote counseling services are also available.  Please email Jessica Pletcher at jpletcher@ellsworth.k12.mi.us for 

more information. 
 
In closing, let me reiterate again how much we appreciate the many challenges all of our families are facing at this time.  
Please be assured that ECS is here to help in any way that we can.  If you are struggling with remote learning, food or 
counseling services, or have any other needs please reach out to your student’s teachers or any school personnel and we 
will do our very best to provide you with resources and support. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Aaron Gaffney, Superintendent 


