
 

        Engage. Inspire. Prepare. 
 

 
Dear Parents: 

  

First of all, I want to thank you all for your patience and understanding as our entire State works through 

the countless details of unexpected school closures during these unprecedented times. Please be 

assured, we have been working in partnership with general education on the learning resources 

provided to all students. Additionally, our special education staff is planning learning resources for 

students who receive a variety of special education services.  

  

We realize the learning resources will not replicate the specially designed instruction that your children 

receive when school is in session and all students are receiving services. However, we are receiving 

guidance from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and are adhering to the changing 

circumstances and expectations of the State. We are also keeping health and safety at the forefront and 

are abiding by the Snohomish County Health District’s requirements for social distancing.  

 

Groups have been meeting, virtually, all over the district planning and developing materials and content 
for our plan moving forward. We are moving forward together and creating consistent approaches and 
expectations that are responsive to the needs of the community and adaptive to the students we serve.  
 
In addition to the district providing a website for families to access learning resources, teachers and 

specialists will be reaching out to your student, or you, if appropriate, to connect on a weekly basis. If 

you have not already heard from your child’s teacher, you can expect this in the coming week.  

  

IEP and evaluation meetings will continue to be held, if possible. These meetings will be coordinated by 

the case manager and will be held remotely, including IEP meetings or evaluation meetings that were 

scheduled to be held March 16 - March 20 and were postponed. If a meeting is not possible or you 

would rather postpone and meet in person, your case manager can discuss other scheduling options 

with you.  

  

We understand that this school closure is very impactful on parents, students and staff alike. Again, we 

appreciate your patience and understanding as we navigate this situation. Should you have any 

questions about appropriate learning resources for your students, please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s teacher.  

  

In Service,  

  

 

Ginger Merkel  

Executive Director of Special Services 
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