
 
 
April 19, 2020                               Pastor Steve Hardy 
Living by Faith Under Threat                  Book of Habakkuk 
 
It is not a unique situation to live under threat of some trouble.  In the 
days following the reign of righteous king Josiah, the nation of Israel 
reverted to sinful ways, and that internal moral decline coincided with 
the external threat from the rising power of the Babylonians.  Parallels 
to our contemporary situation make the words of the prophet 
Habakkuk especially pertinent to us: 
     
I.  Be assured that GOD IS AT WORK, 1:1-11. 
 A.  The INTERNAL threat to the nation: Moral decline (1:2-4). 
 
 B.  The EXTERNAL threat to the nation:  A rising enemy (1:5-11). 
 
 C.  The ASTOUNDING truth:  God at work (1:5-6). 
 
II.  Trust that UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WILL END, 1:12-2:20. 
 A.  God’s decreed END is coming (2:2-3, 14). 
 
 B.  While waiting the righteous live by FAITH (2:4). 
 
 C.  The unrighteous will experience WOE (2:6-19). 
 
 D.  The LORD REIGNS (2:14; 20). 
 
III.  Wait for God’s ANTICIPATED INTERVENTION, 3:1-16. 
 A.  God’s great power is evident in HISTORY (3:1-12). 
 
 B.  He SAVES his people and DESTROYS the wicked (3:12-16). 
 
 C.  The present crisis will PASS (3:16). 
 
IV.  Rejoice in God’s SALVATION, 3:17-19. 
 A.  Faith is UNDETERRED by present circumstances (3:17-18). 
 
 B.  Joy is rooted in RELATIONSHIP to God (3:18-19). 



2 
 

 
Our threat is a ruthless virus, not a ruthless nation.  But our cultural 
moral decline as a nation surely must make us expect God is at work 
“behind the bug” to accomplish his ultimate purposes.  He knows the 
end, and the confidence available is that those who trust Christ will be 
found in the high place of his eternal kingdom in the coming climax of 
all time. 
  
Family Time: 
Talk about the way seasons of difficulty come, but pass.  Share from 
your history, perhaps about 9/11 and the aftermath of the attacks, or 
some personal season of trouble.  Discuss how things may be changed, 
yet God continues the same and helps us through to a “new normal”.  
Communicate hope and confidence that God is in control, and all is 
moving toward a glorious future. 
   
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  Describe Habakkuk’s experience and feelings about that experience 
in each verse, Hab 1:2,3,and 4.  What parallel or similar experiences and 
feelings have you had?  How does 1:5 provide some help to the 
struggling believer? 
 
2.  What does Hab 1:5 indicate about the nature of God’s work in the 
world?  Do you generally think you know how God will (or ought to) 
work to accomplish his purposes?  What is the danger in thinking you 
know, or in other words how might such thinking negatively impact your 
faith, or your view of God?  How does Hab 2:20 speak to you in light of 
this? 
 
3.  What does Habakkuk determine he will do, in his inability to 
comprehend God’s work (2:1)?  As he listens (to God’s responses, 2:2-
20), what answer does he come to (3:17-19)? 
 
4.  Habakkuk 2:6-20 includes 5 “woes”.  What are the specific actions 
that bring on the “woes” from God?  Are there any warnings that would 
seem pertinent to our present life as a nation, or to you personally, 
related to these actions and associated “woe”? 


