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East Meadow Remote Learning Summary 
 
Remote learning in the Granby Public Schools is not intended to replace the academic day, so none of us should feel                     
pressure to replicate what was once accomplished in the classroom. This is not a competition, there is no “right or wrong                     
way” to support your child and family, and we should work hard to encourage each other and be kind. 
 

PURPOSE 
● Our primary work is to ensure students know they are safe, that their teachers are safe, and that we are doing                     

everything we can to keep everyone safe and healthy.  
● The Remote Learning Plan is intended to provide a framework of expectations for students, parents/families and                

staff. 
● Teachers will continue to use their professional judgment to determine what standards/content the activities              

should cover, recognizing that any “new” content must be such that students will be able to grasp and apply it                    
with the limited support that our new reality dictates. Students and parents/guardians cannot be expected to                
take the place of educators. 

● Remote learning should provide students with alternate academic learning opportunities so that they can              
maintain academic readiness and a connection with learning. 
 
EXPECTATIONS 

● Assignments will not be graded in the traditional sense, but credit will be given for completion. Here are the                   
expectations for participation at East Meadow School. 

● At this point, East Meadow is not using any online video conferencing for whole group instruction; however,                 
some staff are using it with students individually. We ask everyone in our school community to recognize that if                   
we do use video conferences and other online services they may be taking place in the homes of the educators                    
and students who participate in the calls and to be mindful of everyone’s right to privacy. To that end, we                    
remind participants to dress appropriately and choose an appropriate location in their home from which to                
participate in any and all remote learning opportunities, particularly those with a video component. Parents/               
guardians should take all precautions to safeguard personal or private information that they do not wish to be                  
disclosed. 

● Learning time is significantly shorter than a regular school day, and we can expect that it will be about half of a                      
normal school day each day. The commissioner of education has recommended up to 3 hours a day. 

● As educators plan and we navigate the new learning environment, we have stressed how critical it is that they                   
keep in mind their most vulnerable populations.  
 
ACTIVITIES/ASSIGNMENTS 

● Activities should engage the independent learning level, and students should be able to work on activities with                 
minimal support from parents and caregivers.  

● No summative assessments should be administered but we will provide feedback on student work. 
● Elaborate projects or materials (including devices, printers, apps, etc.) should not be required.  
● Assignments/activities should be given on a regular schedule, but new assignments do not need to be given                 

every day. Some examples include:  
o Staff may post assignments every Monday morning with the expectation that students work on them a                

little bit every day that week, including explicit suggestions for how students can break large tasks into                 
manageable daily sections.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DDDEn68p8F07k7RUJCzWiGv_yGAIFVvF1QRs1xt0nnc/edit


o Staff may give students a menu of options of possible activities and suggest they complete a certain                 
number of tasks each week.  

● Support student choice/student agency. Design lessons and activities to include options for students, for              
example, a menu of choices, a variety of materials and resources to choose from, different lengths of activities,                  
and tapping into different learning styles and modalities.  

● Differentiate. Consistently consider the process, product, pacing, and resources in lessons and activities to              
ensure all students can partake in some way.  

● Focus on deeper dives into learning. Engage and challenge students in new ways. Now is the time to try that                    
thing we’ve always wanted to do that we know will excite students and bring joy to learning. 
 
COMMUNICATION 

● Collaborate. Rely on each other and the host of resources out there to support students. Plan together. Share                  
resources and ideas.  

● Communicate, communicate, communicate. With students, with parents and with each other. This can take the               
form of email, Google docs, via Google Classroom if you are using that already, video conferencing, and phone                  
just to name a few. Teachers should use whatever means they feel most comfortable with to connect with their                   
students. Reach out and support one another. Sustaining relationships is a key objective, and it will get us                  
through the hard times.  

● Student feedback. Communication also includes feedback on student learning. We are taking the emphasis off               
traditional grading and encouraging feedback on student work instead. 

● Focus on mindfulness and self-care. As in our classrooms, we are encouraging students to continue their 

mindfulness and self-care strategies they have been learning in the classroom. Of course, this means 

appreciating nature, so we are encouraging students to get outside as much as possible in safe and healthy 

ways.  
 

Please remember this is new to all of us and we continue to receive updated information from the 

Commonwealth and DESE on a daily basis. We will keep you informed of changes and updates as well.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Student  Every Classroom  Every Day 
Vision In the Granby Public Schools, we focus on the whole child, to develop a community that empowers every student to become civically 

engaged, service-minded, responsible, intellectually curious and prepared individuals engaged in our culturally diverse and global community. We 
encourage respectful and constructive exchange of feedback within and outside our schools as a pathway to continuous improvement, leading to 

fearless learning.  

Mission We believe that relationships matter. We believe in the promise of every child, in the purpose every child brings to learning, and in the 
passion every child possesses. We believe that learning is about the growth of all aspects of the child - social, emotional, physical, and intellectual 



The Granby Public Schools strives to provide a safe, respectful, and supportive learning environment in which all students can thrive and succeed in its schools. The 
Granby Public Schools prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, or 

homelessness and ensures that all students have equal rights of access and equal enjoyment of the opportunities, advantages, privileges, and courses of study.  


