
 

 

SUMMARY 1 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 2 

FRANKLIN CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 3 

May 31, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 4 

Kevin Dirth welcomed everyone and introduced Secretary Rebecca Holcombe; Members elected to the 5 
Unified District: Fairfield Michael Malone and Michael L’Esperance; St. Albans Town: Steven 6 
LaRosa, Nina Hunsicker, Martha Casavant-Ries, who was unable to attend, and Jack McCarthy; St. 7 
Albans City: Nilda Gonnella-French, Al Corey, Denise Smith and James Farr 8 

 9 
He then introduced the following students, who led the flag salute:  10 

City School Kindergartener - William Leis  11 
Town School Fourth Grader Sophia Sinagra 12 
Fairfield Center School Seventh Grader Quincy Fournier 13 
BFA High School Eleventh Grader Marleigh Lamothe 14 

 15 
Superintendent Dirth announced that the BFA Chamber Singers will be singing the National Anthem 16 
after the oath of office for the Directors. 17 

 18 
He asked that everyone turn off cell phones, and be sure they have signed in. He then turned the meeting 19 

over to Secretary Holcomb. 20 

 21 
Secretary Holcombe declared the organizational meeting of the Franklin Central Unified Union District 22 

opened at 6:13 p.m. She thanked the Board, the parents, the region for caring about all students, and 23 

making an effort to ensure we find a way for all students keep up with the technology and new jobs. 24 

 25 
The Secretary announced that to vote on articles from the warning you must be registered St. Albans 26 

City, St. Albans Town or Fairfield voter and pass through the checklist at the entrance where your name 27 
will be checked against the list of legal voters of each town and you should have received a voting ballot 28 

that you will show during a voice vote from the floor or deposit it at the ballot box if a vote by paper 29 
ballot is called. If a paper vote is requested, you will be given instructions on the procedure.  30 
 31 
Non-residents and unregistered voters may not vote, but may be allowed to speak with the approval of 32 

two thirds of the assembly. During a voice vote, please remain silent. Additionally, you may not raise 33 
your hands or stand if a physical count is required. We appreciate your cooperation.  34 
 35 

This meeting is being recorded. All motions, remarks and discussion should be addressed to the 36 
moderator. Anyone wishing to address the assembly or anyone responding to questions from the floor 37 
must state his or her full name and speak so that comments may be heard by the entire assembly.  38 

 39 
Secretary Holcombe then administered Affirmation of Allegiance and Office to Board Members. 40 

 41 
Ms. Holcomb then announced that this is an organizational meeting which sets the framework for the 42 
basic operations of the new unified district. The new school Board, which normally would lead the 43 
meeting, has not met yet to organize themselves. They have not been able to start the work of the new 44 



 

 

district yet. Their first meeting has been warned for directly following the conclusion of this meeting. 45 

She then turned the meeting over to Kevin Dirth, who introduced the BFA Chamber Singers who sang 46 
the National Anthem arranged by Boyd Bacon and Directed by Armand Messier. 47 

 48 
Secretary Holcomb then read Article 1. To elect a temporary presiding officer (moderator) from 49 
among the qualified voters. 50 
  51 
She opened nominations for one to serve as temporary presiding officer.  52 
Bridget Rivet was nominated by Michael Malone, elected and sworn in by Secretary Holcomb, and took 53 

over running the meeting. 54 
 55 
Temp Presiding Officer asked for nominations for temporary clerk.  56 
Amanda Forbes was nominated by Denise Smith, elected and sworn in by Bridget Rivet 57 
 58 

The Temporary Presiding Officer reviewed Robert’s Rules and proceeded to Article 2.  59 
 60 

Article 2:  To adopt Robert’s Rules of Order or other rules of order to govern the parliamentary 61 

procedures of this and subsequent meetings of the Unified Union District. 62 

A motion was made by Al Corey to To adopt Robert’s Rules of Order or other rules of order to 63 

govern the parliamentary procedures of this and subsequent meetings of the Unified Union 64 
District.; second by Nina Hunsicker.  65 
The motion carried. 66 
 67 
Article 3:  To elect the following officers to serve from their election and qualification until July 1, 2017 68 
following the election and qualification of their successors: 69 

 70 
To elect a Moderator to serve until July 1, 2017 following the election and qualification of their 71 

successors. 72 
 73 

Bridget Rivet was nominated by Michael Malone, elected and sworn in as moderator.  74 
 75 
To elect a Clerk to serve until July 1, 2017 following the election and qualification of their successors.  76 

 77 

Amanda Forbes was nominated by Michael L’Esperance 78 
Anna Bourdon was nominated by Nina Hunsicker.  79 
Paper votes were cast and counted by James Farr, Michael Malone and Steven LaRosa. Amanda 80 
Forbes received 16 votes; Anna Bourdon received 12 votes.  81 

Amanda Forbes was elected Clerk and sworn in as Clerk.  82 
 83 

To elect a Treasurer to serve until July 1, 2017 following the election and qualification of their 84 
successors.  85 

Jimmy Matas was nominated by Al Corey, elected and sworn in as Treasurer. 86 
 87 
Article 4:  To determine and approve compensation, if any, to be paid Unified Union School District 88 
officers. 89 

Al Corey made a motion to divide the question; second by Denise Smith. 90 
The motion carried. 91 
  92 



 

 

Is there an amendment to include an amount for Moderator? 93 

 94 

Jesse Byers made a motion to approve no money for Moderator  95 

The Moderator stated that first there needed to be a motion to amend the Article. 96 
Nilda Gonnella-French made a motion to amend the article to compensate the moderator $100 97 
annually.  98 
Conversation included that this would be the only meeting, and typically moderators were not 99 
compensated.  100 
The question was called.  101 

13 voted to compensate $100 102 
8 voted not to compensate.  103 
Motion to compensate the moderator $100 carried.  104 
 105 
Is there an amendment to include an amount for Clerk? 106 

Dave Kimel made a motion to amend Article 4 to fund the Clerk at $1,200 annually. 107 

Second by Al Corey 108 
There was discussion about the duties required of the clerk, and whether the pay was adequate. 109 

Discussion was that the duties were primarily preparing and counting ballots and reporting to the state. It 110 
was pointed out that should a budget fail there would be multiple votes that the clerk would be 111 
responsible for. The BFA Clerk remarked that she was compensated $200 or $300. The ballots were a 112 

tedious job but she felt $1,200 was adequate. Others said that they believed that the Board could change 113 
the amount in the future if they found it was not adequate. 114 

 115 

The question was called and the motion carried 12 yes, 10 no. 116 
 117 

Is there an amendment to include an amount for Treasurer? 118 

Dave Kimel made a motion to amend Article 4 to fund the Treasurer at $500 for FY17 and $3,000 for 119 
following years.  120 

Second by Al Corey 121 
It was asked what the responsibilities of the Treasurer would be. Mr. Dirth responded that the Treasurer 122 
signs all checks at Central Office, checking the warrants/invoices. The first year would be limited, but 123 
future years would require coming into the office once or twice a week to sign checks for all schools.  124 

 125 

The question was called and the motion carried.  126 
 127 
Article 5:  To establish a date of the annual meeting.  128 

Al Corey made a motion to amend Article 5 for the Annual Meeting to be held on Town Meeting Day 129 

with an informational meeting held prior to it. 130 
Second by Michael Malone 131 
There was discussion explaining that the moving forward the articles will be voted by Australian Ballot, 132 
so there was no real “meeting” like tonight. The information meeting will be run by the Board like is 133 

currently done.  134 
 135 

The question was called and the motion carried.  136 
 137 
Article 6:  To establish provisions for the payment of any expense incurred by the Unified Union School 138 
District. 139 



 

 

Jeff Morrill made a motion to amendment Article 6 to continue with the policies and procedures for 140 

the payment of any expense incurred consistent with those of the Franklin Central Supervisory 141 
Union. 142 

Second by Sue Krupp 143 
The question was called and the motion carried.  144 
 145 
Article 7:  To authorize the Unified Union District to borrow money pending receipt of payments from 146 
the State Education Fund by the issuance of its notes or orders payable not later than one year from date: 147 
provided, however, that the newly formed Unified Union District is authorized by Vermont Statutes to 148 

borrow sufficient funds to meet pending obligations. 149 
 150 

Al Corey made a motion To authorize the Unified Union District to borrow money pending receipt of 151 
payments from the State Education Fund by the issuance of its notes or orders payable not later than 152 

one year from date: provided, however, that the newly formed Unified Union District is authorized by 153 

Vermont Statutes to borrow sufficient funds to meet pending obligations.  154 

Second by Michael Malone.  155 
The motion carried. 156 
 157 
Article 8: This concludes the warned articles. Is there any other school business that may legally come 158 
before this meeting in connection with the foregoing articles? 159 

Bridget Rivet noted that any business under this article would not be binding.  160 
 161 

Kevin Dirth thanked the City/Town Clerks for all of their help. He wanted to be sure people knew how 162 
helpful they all were. He then reminded folks that they were welcome to stay for the Board meeting 163 
immediately following.  164 

 165 

Moderator There being no further business to come before this organizational meeting of the 166 

Franklin Central Unified Union School District, do I hear a motion to adjourn? 167 

 Al Corey made a motion to adjourn. 168 

Second by Michael Malone 169 
The motion carried. 170 






