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In fables by Aesop, 
animals can teach 
us many lessons. 
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Aesop was a man who told fables.  He 
lived about 2,600 years ago.  The Crow and 
the Pitcher is one of Aesop’s most famous 
fables.  Here’s how the story goes. . .

Once there was a crow who was very 
thirsty.  As he flew over the  
farmlands, he saw an old pitcher 

sitting near a house. 
“Maybe there is water in that pitcher!” he 

thought, and flew down.
The crow landed near the black-and-gold 

vessel and looked inside.  There was water 
in it—at the bottom.  He stuck his beak 
inside, but the pitcher was too tall.  He 
couldn’t reach the water.

The sun rose high in the sky.  The crow 
grew even more parched.

“If I do not get some water soon, I will 
die!” he croaked.

He had to get that water.  But what could 
he do?  If he turned the pitcher over, the 
water would run out on the ground.  He 
looked about, trying to think of a way to get 
the water.  Then he saw a small stone lying 
on the ground. 

Suddenly, he had an idea.  He picked the 
stone up in his beak.  He dropped it in the 
pitcher.  It made a soft plunking noise as it 
hit the water. 

“This will work very nicely!” the crow 
thought to himself.  

Quickly he gathered more stones.  One 
by one, he dropped them into the pitcher.  
Slowly, the level of the water began to rise.  
When it got high enough, the crow stuck 
his beak in the pitcher.  He had a long, cool 
drink.

The moral of this fable: Necessity is the  
mother of invention!
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 Reader’s Response
  What�is�another�way�the�crow�could�have�

solved�his�problem?

� The�stories�of�Aesop�are�more�than�2,000��

� years�old.���Do�they�still�have�meaning���

� today?��Why�or�why�not?

Writer’s Response
 Aesop�and�other�fable�writers�use�animals��

� as�main�characters�in�many�of�their�� �

� stories?��Why�do�you�think�they�do�that?

� Tell�what�a�moral�is.��Why�would�an�author��

� include�a�moral?��How�does�the�moral�of��

� The Crow and the Pitcher�fit�the�story?

Be the Writer

• Read other fables by Aesop.  Make a chart for 
the fable.  Show the characters.  Show the 
challenges they face.  Show the moral  
being taught.

• Can you think of a moral that would make a 
good fable?  Pick an animal.  Use it as a main 
character in a fable that teaches that moral.

From the Writer

Fables often have animals as the main 
character.  Fables teach a moral, or lesson.  
You can write fables, too.  But how do you 
start?

Most of the time, it is easier to start with 
the moral.  The Crow and the Pitcher teaches 
a moral.  The moral is that necessity (or 
need) is the mother of invention.  What does 
this mean?  Great need leads people to come 
up with great ideas.  Think about 
writing a fable.  Write down ideas about  
lessons that could be taught.  Why are these 
lessons important?  

Why did Aesop choose to use a crow to 
teach a lesson?  No one knows for sure.  But 
he put his ideas together to teach the lesson. 

You can choose characters the same 
way.  Think of animals that behave certain 
ways.   They might have a “reputation.”  (A 
fox is clever.  A mouse is quiet.)  Is there an 
animal that has traits that could be used to 
write about your moral?  Do these traits show 
how the moral is true?  Or do they show what 
happens when you do not follow the moral?

Choose an animal to teach your moral.  
Now, set the scene and tell the tale.  Now 
you have all you need for a fable!

The Crow and the Pitcher
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