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A Forest Food Chain
Background Information
In the forest, there are many plants and animals.  This means that there are also many food 
chains.  They all begin with energy from sunlight.

Clover uses energy from the sunlight to make its own food.  Clover grows well in the soil of 
the forest.  Clover is a producer.  Hares that live in the forest eat clover.  This gives the hares 
energy and nutrients.  They need these to live and grow.  A hare is a primary consumer.  

Great horned owls live in the forest too.  They hunt for food at night.  They eat hares.  This 
food gives owls energy.  They need the energy to live and grow.   A great horned owl is a 
secondary consumer.  

At some point, secondary consumers die.  When they die, decomposers eat the decaying 
matter.  This breaks down the animals.  It puts the nutrients back into the soil.  Mushrooms 
are decomposers.  Plants then use the nutrients in the soil and sunlight to make their own 
food.  This is where the food chain starts again.

 Analyzing Science
 ● Choose one part of the food chain.  Why is 
that part of the food chain important?

 ■ How does the food chain keep an 
ecosystem balanced?

 ▲What part of the food chain is most 
important?  Why?

 Nonfiction Writing Prompt
Choose a food chain from a different 
biome.  Biomes include deserts, rain forests, 
grasslands, and tundra.  Compare it to the 
forest food chain on the front of this card.  
Write at least eight sentences telling how 
the food chains are the same and different.

 Fiction Writing Prompt
What if humans could produce their own 
food?  Write a story in which humans 
become producers.  Being producers, what 
dangers would we face?  What needs would 
we have?
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Scientific Challenge
In your neighborhood, find 
a food chain at work.  Show 
how each living organism in 
the food chain is related.


