
MINUTES OF SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
April 14, 2020 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Fairmont Area Schools Board of Education was held via Zoom 
on Tuesday, April 14, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.  Members in attendance were Rufus Rodriguez, 
Nicole Green, Dan Brookens, Julie Laue, Mari Myren, and Mike Edman.  
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Julie Laue and carried to 
unanimously approve the March 24, 2020 school board meeting minutes.  
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Nicole Green, and carried to 
unanimously approve the April 14, 2020 school board meeting agenda. 
 
Co-principal Andy Traetow updated the Board on progress with distance learning at the 
elementary school.   Students and teachers in grades 5 & 6 have transitioned to e-
learning.  Fourth grade is expected to follow next week.  There have been 2 days when 
technology devices have been distributed to families.  Teachers make weekly contacts 
with each of their students.  Mr. Traetow noted that the student meal program is going 
very well and a greater number of meals are distributed each week.  He and Mrs. Rosen 
continue to collaborate with the high school principals and are currently working 
together to finalize a parent feedback survey that will be emailed to all families 
tomorrow.   
 
Co-principals Jake Tietje and Alex Schmidt provided an update on the high school 
distance learning.  They were happy to report that attendance has been very good, 
probably better than when school is in session. Many success stories have been 
received from parents along with feedback from others indicating the change has been 
overwhelming.  Teachers have already made some positive adjustments in their 
distance learning as a result of that feedback.  Schoology is a distance learning platform 
used by many teachers and will soon be used by all teachers in grades 4-12.  It was 
noted that Midco has been very helpful in providing Internet services to families in need.  
Out of 818 students, there are currently only 8 students to whom paper-pencil packets 
are being delivered.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 Superintendent Brown provided a student enrollment update, reporting that we have 

four less students enrolled from last month. 
 Mr. Brown asked the Board to consider entering into another 3-year SRO contract 

with the City.  The proposed contract would include a salary increase of just slightly 
more than 5% each of the 3 years. The District and the City would share the cost 50-
50.  The Board authorized superintendent Brown to proceed with finalizing a contract 
as proposed. The contract will be brought to the April 28 school board meeting for full 
Board approval. 

 Mr. Brown and business manager Chris Muhvich discussed with the Board an 
opportunity to issue $2,000,000 in long term facilities maintenance bonds at an 



interest rate of 2% and no tax increase for community members.  The dollars would 
be used over the next 3 years to complete a long list of school building repairs and 
improvements.  Mr. Brown noted this is a good time to pursue these projects because 
contractors are readily available for work.  The Board authorized superintendent 
Brown and Mr. Muhvich to proceed with issuance of the $2,000,000 LTFM bond.  
This bond request will be brought to the April 28 school board meeting for full Board 
approval. 

 
A resolution was introduced by Dan Brookens, seconded by Julie Laue and adopted on 
a unanimous roll call vote to accept the following donations:  A $150 donation from 
MathCounts Foundation for the FHS MathCounts Team and $38.80 from Charities Aid 
Foundation of America for the Cardinal Activity Fund. 
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Mari Myren, and carried to 
unanimously approve the wire transfers for 3/20/20 – 4/9/20, the March, 2020 single 
checks, and payment of the April 14, 2020 bills. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Dan Brookens, and carried to 
unanimously approve the Memorandum of Understanding relating to retiree 
health/hospitalization insurance. 
 
In Other Business, Mr. Brown informed board members that a 3rd grade teaching 
position has been posted to fill the vacancy of retiring teacher Cindy Viesselman.  We 
currently have 22 applications, which is an excellent response.  That response is 
credited in great part to the new online application system the District is using. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Dan Brookens, and carried to 
unanimously approve adjourning the school board meeting at 5:50 p.m. 
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