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By Sawyer Sigler

HOLYOKE CO- COVID-19 has been difficult for the 

community, with restaurants closing their dining rooms, and 

only allowing people to pick up food before they have to 

leave. The Holyoke Chamber of Commerce came up with an 

excellent idea to not only help restaurants, but also the city 

of Holyoke. Last Friday and Saturday night the Chamber of 

Commerce started their free food delivery servicing. The 

members and volunteers delivered over 70 take-out meals 

on Friday and Saturday evening -the 27th and 28th of March-, and last weekend would be the 

second week of free delivering. The restaurants are thankful for what the Chamber of Commerce 

is doing. By delivering food for free residents can enjoy their food cravings, but also help keep 

others safe. The town is coming together more than ever at this time. According to the Holyoke 

Enterprise, ?Chamber executive director, Holly Ferguson said the organization wanted to find a 

way to help the restaurants that are used to having busy Friday and Saturday nights.? Holyoke and 

Denver are very different when it comes to restaurants and delivering, but the Chamber of 

Commerce is trying to help keep people safe and healthy. The whole community is supporting, 

and helping each other. ?Fergusun said the delivery service will continue until the restaurants are 

allowed to open dining rooms again.? You can get food from all restaurants in Holyoke and you can 

even order concessions from the Peerless Theater (read more about the Peerless in Karlie Martin's 

article on the bottom of page two) .You can get delivered from 5-8 p.m. ?Simply call in the order, 

pay over the phone and let the restaurant know you want it delivered. Be sure to leave them your 

name, address, and phone number.? Your meal will then be left on your doorstep and the doorbell 

will ring to warn you that your food has been successfully delivered. Thank you to Lighthouse Real 

Estate for donating the gas for the deliveries, and a huge thank you to the Chamber of Commerce 

for having a free delivery in Holyoke. You may order food and get it delivered this Friday and 

Saturday, too! NOTE: I got all my information from the Holyoke Enterprise. 

Free Delivery Service
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Farm ers and Ranchers Are St i l l  Work ing 
Despit e COVID-19
By Layna Wear

HOLYOKE CO - If you live near a farm or ranch you will note that everything is continuing on as usual even 

though the rest of the country is locked down due to Covid-19. Unlike some people they are still working 

the fields and checking cows and calves. That is because they are essential to our country and 

communities. They make the food in your grocery stores and the meat  that you grill or fry. They are 

working to keep the U.S. going during this time of uncertainty. Many people may be thinking, ?That is 

unfair,? or ?My business is essential too,? but the only businesses that are open are businesses that are 

essential to life. Some businesses like Napa are open to help you with fixing your truck or fixing 

someone?s tractor so they can go back to farming. Other businesses like the Holyoke Marketplace are 

open so you can go and get everything you?ll need for supper tonight.  Other businesses are open as well, 

such as 4S Feed, John Deere, Case, and Holyoke Vet Clinic, because they are all Ag based. We are 

fortunate to live in an Ag based community where many people are still able to work and make money, 

unlike the big cities where almost everything is shut down because it is all based on the wants, not the 

needs, of the citizens. Farmers aren?t working just working to feed us they?re working to feed the world, 

because the U.S. is one of the biggest exporters of crops, like wheat, corn, soybeans, and ranchers are 

working to raise cattle and pigs as we are the largest exporter of beef and pork in the world.

Movie Theater 
By Karlie Martin

HOLYOKE CO- Have you ever craved fresh buttery popcorn from 

your local movie theater? Well I sure have because of this self 

distancing chaos. When sitting in the house while quarantined, 

and not being able to do anything, I tend to get hungry and I 

start to crave random stuff like popcorn and candy. During this 

quarantine, I haven?t wanted just any popcorn, I have wanted our 

local movie theater?s popcorn, because it is the best popcorn you will come across. In my opinion 

it is the best I have ever had. The buttery goodness is what makes this popcorn different from 

your ordinary microwavable popcorn. The Peerless in Holyoke is offering curb-side service. The 

Peerless is located on Main street in Holyoke. Although they can?t show any movies, you could go 

grab yourself some popcorn and come home to find a movie on Netflix, Disney +, DVD, or any 

other movie streaming platforms to relax. All businesses are having problems right now with not 

getting near as much business as usual so it is nice to go to a hometown business and give them 

your support when you can. Some of our local businesses are struggling to keep their doors 

open during this Pandemic, so the least we can do is support them however we are able to. 

When wanting a snack or something to eat, remember to support our local businesses.
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Cloth Masks
By Isaiah Rueter  

HOLYOKE CO- The govenor has asked that we all wear masks when we 

go out.  Cloth masks are becoming very popular in today's pandemic. 

Due to the COVID-19 virus people are starting to wear masks to 

protect themselves from the sickness. Especially people with 

commodities which is when you have a primary disorder but also 

several other disorders like C.H.F. it is worse for them. However, The 

cloth masks do work but they need several layers to be productive. My 

Great grandmother out of Holly, Co. is making these cloth masks with 4 layers of protection. Since 

the pandemic sales of masks are crazy. People are stealing from hospitals and taking medical 

equipment. These masks take a while to make. Not only do you have to sew the fabric together but 

you have to run elastic bands and sew them into the masks and it is very time consuming. Please 

stay safe everyone. If you do not have to leave your house don't, but if you do have to go out, wear 

a mask for your safety and everyone else's. Make sure you wash your hands and sanitize. We can 

beat this. Keep your heads up people! 

By Elly Brown

HOLYOKE CO- Easter has been a well-known and well-loved 

holiday from generation to generation. It has also been a 

well-celebrated holiday, but with COVID-19 still on the loose, 

families need to still stay safely indoors on Easter. There are 

some great ways to still celebrate Easter even during 

quarantine. If you want to do something for Easter this year, 

you found the right place to read 5 of my indoor Easter 

ideas! The first and arguably the most infamous Easter 

tradition is coloring eggs! If you have never heard of coloring eggs, you can look up a tutorial to see 

just how fun it is to do. There are many ways you can color an egg to make it your own unique 

masterpiece. I have some of the greatest memories coloring eggs for Easter with my family, so I?m 

sure your family will enjoy it too. The second tradition is making DIY gift baskets for your family. 

Since it?s not a good idea to go to the store for anything unnecessary, try to make use of household 

items and make some meaningful and personal gifts. Another idea for Easter would be to 

face-time distant relatives to reconnect for Easter. My fourth idea would be to have an indoor 

Easter egg hunt. My fifth idea would be to join your preferred church service with their live streams 

or watch an Easter movie with your family. One other thing I should mention is the whole 

community of Hoyoke is going to go outside to sing ?Amazing Grace? at 10 AM, on Easter Sunday. 

Easter is a great holiday to celebrate, while at the same time remember to stay safe!



Panic Buying
By Ben Kleve

HOLYOKE CO-  As the virus keeps us inside for the most part, you can 

still go out and get groceries. Some things have been flying off store 

shelves more than others, my mom (a teacher) jokes that the toliet 

paper has become a hot commodity because teachers can use the 

bathroom whenever they want and not just between classes or during 

their plan period.  Reality is that It is hard to get things like toilet paper 

because people are panic buying them. As a result,  the stores are 

limiting how many rolls of toilet paper you 

can get, how many gallons of milk you can buy, and even how many 

pound of hamburger. For people that have large families this really 

does not work for them. For example, my cousins go through six 

gallons of milk in a week because there are eight people in their family. 

Limiting stops panic buying by limiting much of that item you can buy.  

We as a population have been asked to only go to the store once a 

week or once every other week.  If everyone follows the rules, there will 

be more than enough for everyone. 

Self Distancing Activities
 By Katelyn Kropp

HOLYOKE CO-Has this whole social distancing thing been hard on you? Well, here are 6 things you 

can do while stuck at home! If you know how to sew, this one will be perfect! If you want to feel a 

litt le more protected while leaving your house, like when you?re going to the store, make a 

homemade fabric mask! If sewing isn?t your thing, you could try journaling! This word-wide 

pandemic will be studied by historians in the future. They will be trying to figure out how we lived 

during this time of social isolation. Maybe your journal will make it to a museum where it will be 

studied. You could also plant a garden! This is the perfect time to plant starter 

seeds that will be ready to put into the ground by May. Learn a new language! 

There are plenty of apps out there like Babbel, Duolingo, Drops, etc. Try to do 

yoga! Yoga is a great way to make yourself feel better, which will make you 

more grateful for this time you have to yourself. It is also a great way to get a 

fun calming workout in. Finally, you could try meditating! Meditation is a great 

way to prepare your body for the day or a great way to settle your body 

before you sleep. Many think it 's hard or too time consuming. Truly it can be 

as short as 5 minutes. Just close your eyes and take deep breaths. We hope these ideas keep you 

entertained! If not, try looking on the internet for more ideas! Stay safe out there!



The Psychological Toll

By Dahira Cast i l lo

As the corona virus spreads, Colorado goes into 

lock down. California was the first state to go into 

lock down on March 20,2020, and Colorado was the 

second going into lock down only six days after 

California on March 2,2020. Since then more states 

have gone into lock down such as New York, Idaho, 

Hawaii, and many more. But how does this affect 

Holyoke? Hoyoke has already has four confirmed 

cases, and going into lock down can keep that number extremely low. Since quarantine, all 

businesses except for essential places such as the marketplace, Napa,  and Family Dollar have 

closed. People should only go out for essential needs like if you?re running out of food, this can 

reduce the number of people coming into contact with each other. As of April 9, 2020, the 

Colorado governor requires and urges Coloradans to wear non-medical cloth masks when they go 

out in public to protect yourself and those who are most at risk.  Please follow the restrictions put 

upon us now so by the summer rolls around we can all be out enjoying our great state. 

By Grace Whisenhunt 

HOLYOKE CO- Covid-19 has definitely been an adventure for all of us. We all 
know the physical side of it, but what does Covid-19 do to our brains? The 
answer to this fascinating question has many answers. To start on a positive 
note, it allows our brain to take a break from the stress of school, work, etc. The human brain 
can take only so much information before it shuts down. This is the moment in time where your 
brain stops taking in enough information to remember what happened. "Corona-cation" as 
some like to call it gives us a break where we can let our brain take a break. A downside to the 
quarantine caused by Covid 19 is the fact that we have no human contact. Even if you're an 
introvert, you are human, and humans are social animals. If you are an only child, it 's worse. The 
quarantine also changes our schedule fairly quickly, which is a shock to the human brain. Our 
brains like time to adjust to different things. Not having the same routine every day and 
changing it within a week is a struggle for our brain. Distance learning also changes things. Your 
brain physically cannot learn things  as easily as if it were on paper. Most people either need to 
see an example or do something physically to remember the thing they just learned. You can't 
do this while learning online. While you still learn, you simply cannot learn as well as in a 
physical classroom. To wrap up, the quarantine may be a struggle, but remember you're not 
alone. If you feel lonely, contact a friend. It will definitely help.

Colorado Goes Into Lock Down



Laws On Leaving Your Home
By Emma Sprague

HOLYOKE CO-As everyone should know almost everyone is on quarantine. About 95% of people 

are on quarantine, although some people don't take this 

whole stay at home order so seriously. 10 states as of right 

now have comprehensive restrictions on business and 

travel. As to where only 6 states have few to no 

restrictions, where 34 states have some restrictions. In 

Denver the police had to chain shut the Appliance Factory 

located on 1045 Zuni Street, on Thursday night the doors 

had been chained shut since the business had not been 

complying with the stay at home order. Only essential businesses 

are allowed to stay open with the stay at home order. The police 

had eventually issued 736 warnings and had cited Appliance 

Factory Outlet, Wing Stop,Hobby Lobby, Appliance Factory Outlet,Car Wash USA Express,Appliance 

Factory, GameStop. Even though all these stores are adored,loved, and shopped at everyday they 

unfortunately aren't essential for everyone in quarantine. 

Disclaimer

As you read through our paper, please keep in mind that this paper is written by junior high students.  We 
have all worked very hard to ensure that the information we put in this paper is true to the best of our 
knowledge and acknowledge where we got the information from.   

We are all doing our best as we live through this life altering, historic event.  Our paper is based on what 
we are experiencing and hope that we can share some information and maybe bring a little joy to those 
around us.  We as a community will get through this. 

Mrs. Kleve

Dragon Times Advisor
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