
 

MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
COMMERCE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

JANUARY 13, 2020 
6:30 P.M. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION BUILDING 
217 COMMERCE STREET 

COMMERCE, OKLAHOMA 

1. President Leslie Bissell called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Those present were, Bissell, Emily Burkybile, 
Jamie Johnston, and Herb Logan.  Adam Bruton were absent.  Superintendent Jim Haynes was also present. 

2. Burkybile gave the invocation. 

3. Bissell welcomed and thanked the guests for attending.  (Attachment #1) 

4. Consent Agenda: 

All of the following items, which concern reports and items of a routine nature normally approved at board 
meetings, will be approved by one vote unless any board member desires to have a separate vote on any or all of 
these items.  The consent agenda consists of the discussion, consideration, and approval of the following items: 

a. Minutes of the December 9, 2019, regular board meeting 
b. Approval of the monthly financial report of activity funds (Attachment #2) 
c. Approval of the monthly treasurer's report (Attachment #3) 
d. Approval of the list of General Fund encumbrances for December payroll (Attachment #4) (P.O.s 

50000-50036, 50038, 50041, 50043-50046, 50049, 50051-50130, 50132-50134) ($23,246.74) 
e. Approval of the list of General Fund warrants for December payroll (Attachment #5) (Warrants 

1005-1156, 1160-1164) ($518,815.93) 
f. Approval of the list of General Fund encumbrances for December-January (Attachment #6) (P.O.s 347, 

429-447, 450-459) ($25,993.54) 
g. Approval of the list of General Fund warrants for December-January bills (Attachment #7) (Warrants 

1000-1004, 1157-1159, 1165-1222) ($94,240.11) 
h. Approval of the list of Cooperative Fund Encumbrances for December payroll (Attachment #8) (P.O. 

50000) ($0.00) 
i. Approval of the list of Cooperative Fund warrants for December payroll (Attachment #9) (Warrant 19-23) 

($891.15)  
j. Approval of the list of Building Fund encumbrances for December payroll (Attachment #10) (P.O.s 

50000-50001) ($0.00) 
k. Approval of the list of Building Fund warrants for December payroll (Attachment #11) (Warrant 73-85) 

($9,225.17)  
l. Approval of the list of Building Fund warrants for December-January bills (Attachment #12) (Warrant 86) 

($120.00) 
m. Approval of the additional list of substitute teachers for SY 2019-2020 (Attachment #13) 
n. Approval of the additional list of fundraisers for SY 2019-2020 (Attachment #14) 

Motion by Bissell, second by Johnston to approve the Consent Agenda items “a” through “n” as recommended by 
Haynes.  Vote:  Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent.  4-0 

5. Haynes stated that he had received a thank you note from Lori Green for the Christmas stipend.  
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6. Staff Reports: 

a. Superintendent’s Report-Haynes reported that in December the school was notified that the State Aid 
would be decreased by $36,259.00.  Migrant is in an appeal status due to not having enough students to 
qualify.  If the appeal does not go through it will cost the District $24,805.  Haynes also reported that he 
gave the Board the December financials. 
i. Facilities Report-Haynes reported that the District had received the proposal from Bolt.  Bolt wanted 

to test the equipment first.  Cost will be about $16,000 - $17,000.  Haynes also reported that the 
temporary repairs on the HS gym has been done, but there are still a few leaks and Bobby reported 
there are a few leaks in the AES gym that need to be fixed.  

ii. Resignation Report-Haynes reported Willa Hogan turned in a resignation letter due to her retiring at 
the end of the school year.  Rhonda Turner also turned in a resignation letter and the District is 
currently working on replacing her. 

b. Students’ Report-David Bindel, NHS advisor, and  Sunny Crawford were present at the meeting.  Crawford 
spoke about the activities that NHS has been involved in, trash clean up, patients appreciation day, etc. 

c. Opaa! Director Nutrition Services, Report-Lindsey Wallain gave break down of how many eat breakfast 
and lunch and that OPPA was offering new items and everything was going good.  

d. Teacher’s Report-Floyd McKibben gave updates on Quiz Bowl tournament for HS and MS.  FCCLA will be 
holding its annual blood drive and Star Events are coming up.  Gave updates on basketball homecoming 
and prom. 

e. Elementary Principal's Report-Kevin Wade reported that the AR reward trip was coming up and they were 
taking the student to Chuck E. Cheese’s.  Vision Screening is scheduled for the end of the month and that 
they were beginning drills.  

f. Middle School Principal's Report-No report, Mr. Brough was in a Special Education meeting in Oklahoma 
City.  

g. High School Principal/Athletic Director’s Report-Rusty Barker reported on the Christmas Concert and how 
good it was this year.  Basketball is in full swing.  Tournament turned out good with a great concession 
and gate.  Final tournament was moved to February 1st due to weather.  NEO Tournament will be next 
week.  Prom’s theme is the roaring 20’s. 

7. Motion by Logan, second by Bissell to weight AP (Advanced Placement) Courses and College Concurrent 
Enrollment Courses one (1) additional grade point up to a 4.0 for the selection of the high school valedictorian 
and salutatorian effective this school year as recommended by Haynes.  Vote:  Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, 
Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent.  4-0 

8. Student suspension from participating in extra-curricular activities appeal hearing for Student “A.”  

a. The Board President will ask the parents/student whether they wish the hearing to be in open                
session or in executive session. If the parents/student wish the hearing to be in executive session,                
then the Board will consider and vote to go into executive session pursuant to OKLA. STAT. tit. 25,                  
§ 307(B)(5) to hear evidence and to discuss the suspension from participating in extra-curricular             
activities of the student in question. Also, the Board can consider and vote to go into executive                 
session pursuant to OKLA. STAT. tit. 25, § 307(B)(7) at anytime during this hearing where               
disclosure of information would violate confidentiality requirements of state or federal law.            
Kyler Reece, 18 years of age, stated he would have the hearing in open session. 

b. Opening statement by administration or its designee.-Haynes stated that Kyler had come to             
Commerce from Baxter Springs after becoming ineligible to play sports due to Baxter’s drug and               
alcohol policy which states three strikes and you’re out. Haynes also reported that Kyler has not had                 
any problems since enrolling in the District and that our District has a similar drug and alcohol policy                  
as Baxter. 

c. Opening statement by parents/student or their designees. Kyler spoke on his own behalf and              
explained what he came from and came to by moving to Commerce. 
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d. Presentation of all the administration’s evidence subject to cross-examination and questions from            
the Board of Education. Kyler’s aunt explained Kyler’s situation and that sports is what kept Kyler in                 
school.  None 

e. Presentation of parents’/student’s evidence subject to cross-examination and questions from the           
Board of Education. Kyler’s aunt explained Kyler’s situation and that sports is what kept Kyler in                
school.  No cross-examination. 

f. Presentation of rebuttal evidence and surrebuttal evidence, if any, with cross-examination and            
questions from the Board of Education.  Burkybile, Bissell and Haynes made statements.  

g. Closing statement by parents/student or their designees.  None 
h. Closing statement by administration or its designee.  None 
i. Deliberation by Board of Education. [If the hearing is not held in executive session, then the Board                 

may vote at this time to go into executive session, pursuant to OKLA. STAT. tit. 25, § 307(B)(5) & (7)                    
to discuss and deliberate on the suspension from extra-curricular activities of Student “A” since              
disclosure of information would violate confidentiality requirements of state or federal law. Motion             
by Bissell, second by Logan to convene in executive session at 7:04 p.m. Vote: Bissell-yes,               
Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent. 4-0. Bob Wilson asked to speak with the            
Board on Kyler’s behalf. Board President Bissell announced the end of executive session and the               
board’s return to open session at 7:05 p.m. Wilson and Terry Tyree spoke to Board on behalf of                  
Kyler. Motion by Bissell, second by Logan to convene in executive session at 7:11 p.m. Vote:                
Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent.  4-0 

j. Vote to acknowledge return to open session. Motion by Bissell, second by Burkybile to return to                
open session at 8:31p.m. Vote: Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Burton-absent.          
4-0 

k. Statement of executive session minutes. Bissell stated. “Only the items listed on the executive              
session agenda were discussed and no votes were taken. Those present in executive session were               
the four Board members, Haynes, and Barker”. 

l. Motion by Johnston, second by Burkybile to modify and overturn suspension from participating in              
extra-curricular activities of Kyler Reece upon agreeing to mandatory drug testing every 2 weeks. If               
drug test is failed no longer to participate in extra-curricular activities. Informed Kyler he had to                
contact OSSBA to see if they will uphold Board’s decision prior to participation. Vote: Bissell-yes,               
Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent.  4-0 

9. Discuss and possible action on policy FFAD Bed Bugs-Wade reported that the current policy does not allow 
kids to be sent home if they bring bed bugs to school with them.  Wade is wanting to modify the current policy 
to protect school employees and students.  Haynes furnished a policy from OSSBA Julie Miller.  Bissell stated 
that the issue would be tabled until next month with a second opinion from another attorney and further 
discussion in February.  

10. Motion by Bissell, second by Logan to  approve a resolution designating the Superintendent of Schools as the 
authorized representative of this school district for the purpose of completing and signing insurance 
applications, uninsured motorist election / rejection forms, submitting proof of loss forms and generally 
dealing with any and all insurance carriers providing insurance coverage to this school district per Haynes 
recommendation.   (Attachment #15) Vote:  Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, 
Bruton-absent.  4-0 

11. Motion by Bissell, second by Johnston to approve one or more board member(s) and/or staff to attend any/all 
of the following OSSBA Workshops, Conferences, and/or webinars as recommended by Haynes.  Vote: 
Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent.  4-0 

a. Spring Minutes Clerk Leadership Academy-Tulsa, which will be held Wednesday, February 5, 2020 from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Double Tree Warren Place, Tulsa OK  

b. Title IX Part 2, which will be held Wednesday, February 5, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Moore 
Norman Technology Center South Penn Campus, Oklahoma City OK 
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c. Spring Treasurer & Encumbrance Clerk Academy-Tulsa, which will be held Thursday, February 6, 2020 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Double Tree Warren Place, Tulsa OK 

d. Unemployment Boot Camp, which will be held Friday, February 7, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
e. Spring Treasurer & Encumbrance Clerk Academy-Tulsa, which will be held Thursday, February 6, 2020 

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Double Tree Warren Place, Tulsa OK 
f. Legislative Advocacy for Education Leaders, which will be held Tuesday, February 11, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. 

to 3:30 p.m. at the Moore Norman Technology Center South Penn Campus, Oklahoma City OK 
g. Spring Minutes Clerk Leadership Academy-OKC, which will be held Wednesday, February 12, 2020 from 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Waterford Renaissance, Oklahoma City OK 
h. Spring Treasurer & Encumbrance Clerk Academy-OKC, which will be held Thursday, February 13, 2020 

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Waterford Renaissance, Oklahoma City OK 
i. Construction Workshop, which will be held Thursday, February 20, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 

the Reed Conference Center Midwest City, Midwest City OK 
j. Spring School Law Institute, which will be held Wednesday, March 4, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 

the Moore Norman Technology Center South Penn Campus, Oklahoma City OK 
k. Presidents’ Workshop, which will be held Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 

OSSBA Conference Center, Oklahoma City OK 
l. Day at the Capitol, which will be held Tuesday, March 10, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the OSSBA 

Conference Center, Oklahoma City OK 
m. Incumbent Board Member Workshop, which will be held Friday/Saturday, April 17-18, 2020 from 9:00 

a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Double Tree Warren Place, Tulsa OK 
n. New School Board Member Workshop, which will be held Friday/Saturday, April 17-18, 2020 from 9:00 

a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Double Tree Warren Place, Tulsa OK 
o. Region 5 Spring Meeting, which will be held Thursday, April 23, 2020 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the 

Northeast Tech – Afton Campus, Afton OK 
p. Equity Workshop, which will be held Thursday, April 30, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Edmond 

Conference Center, Edmond OK 
q. Incumbent Board Member Workshop, which will be held Friday/Saturday, May 1-2, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. 

to 3:30 p.m. at the Edmond Conference Center, Edmond OK 
r. New School Board Member Workshop, which will be held Friday/Saturday, May 1-2, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. 

to 3:30 p.m. at the Edmond Conference Center, Edmond OK 
s. Fall School Law Institute, which will be held Wednesday, October 7, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
t. OSSBA/CCOSA Education Leadership Conference, which will be held August 27-29, 2020 at the Cox 

Convention Center, Oklahoma City OK 

12. Proposed executive session to discuss: 

a. the employment of a new high school counselor for the 2020-2021 school year, so the board can return to 
open session and vote to hire or not hire a new high school counselor for the 2020-2021 school year 25 
O.S. § 307(B)(1) 

b. the employment of two new teachers’ assistants for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
(Project Comet) after school program, so that the board can return to open session and vote to hire or not 
hire two new teachers’ assistants for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (Project Comet) after 
school program 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1) 

c. the evaluation of the superintendent with no resulting vote to be made 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1) 

13. Motion by Johnston, second by Logan to convene in executive session at 8:46 p.m.  Vote:  Bissell-yes, 
Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent.  4-0 

14. Board president Bissell announced end of executive session and the board’s return to open session at 9:03 
p.m. 
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Bissell stated. "Only the items listed on the executive session agenda were discussed and no votes were taken. 
Those present in executive session were the four Board members and Mr. Haynes." 

16. Motion by Bissell, second by Johnston to hire Cary Ng as the new high school counselor for the 2020-2021 
school year on a temporary contract as recommended by Haynes. Vote : Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, 
Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, Bruton-absent. 4-0 

17. Motion by Johnston, second by Logan to hire Christ Ybarra and Justin Brown as teachers' assistants and 
approve their contracts for the 21'1 Century Community Learning Centers (Project Comet) after school 
program as recommended by Haynes. Vote: Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, 
Bruton-absent. 4-0 

18. There was no new business. 

19. Motion by Johnston, second by Logan to adjourn. Vote: Bissell-yes, Burkybile-yes, Johnston-yes, Logan-yes, 
Bruton-absent. 4-0 Time: 9:05 p.m. 

The agenda was posted on the inside of the front door (visible from outside the building) of the Board of 
Education building at 5:15 p.m. on the 1Qlb day of January, 2020, by Jimmy R. Haynes Ed . S., Superintendent of 
Schools, and notice of this regular meeting was given to the Ottawa County Clerk prior to December 15, 2019, by 
Jimmy R. Haynes Ed. S., Superintendent of Schools. 

(ATIEST) 

slie Bissell, President-Board of Education Herb Logan, Deputy Clerk 

Adam Bruton, Member 

Date :_ ... O_'Z-_,~,..,.._--o...,._/"""7""""""o...,:;2=----o--
~/ Jamie Johnston, Clerk 

Date :_....;;;.O_~.;._,_,_· o_·_- o:{_.·_o_~_D __ 
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