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INTERROGATIONS AND SEARCHES 

 
 
Search Policy 
 
The freedom from illegal search of one’s person is guaranteed to students by the Fourth Amendment and 
cannot be violated by the schools.  Equipment assigned to students (such as locker sand desks) belongs 
to the school system.  The school system reserves the right to inspect such equipment in accordance with 
the procedures set forth below. 
 
1. There shall be a reasonable cause for school authorities to believe that a search will disclose 

possession of items constituting a rule violation.  
 
2. When such reasonable cause exists, a search may be conducted under the authority of the 

Principal or his/her designees. 
 
3. Any item(s) which may interfere with the educational process, or may pose a potential threat t 

safety of student’s possession.  If appropriate, the item(s) will be turned over to the Police. 
 
4. School Officials will assist or permit a Police search of students, of student possessions or of 

equipment assigned to students (lockers, desks, book bags) once the police have obtained a valid 
search warrant authorizing search.  

 
Interrogations by Police 
 
The schools have legal custody of students during the school day and during hours of approved 
extracurricular activities.  It is the responsibility of the school administration to make an effort to protect 
each student's rights with respect to interrogations by law enforcement officials.  Therefore: 
 

1.     When law enforcement officials find it necessary to question students during the school 
day or periods of extracurricular activities, the school Principal or his/her designee will be 
present when possible.  An effort will be made to contact the student's parent or guardian 
so that the responsible individual may be notified of the situation. 

 
2.     If custody and/or arrest is involved, the Principal will request that all procedural 

safeguards, as prescribed by law, be observed by the law enforcement officials. 
 
Adoption date:  January 1996 
 
SOURCE: MASC Policy 


	INTERROGATIONS AND SEARCHES

