
 

 
ALCOHOL USE BY STUDENTS 

File: JICH 
 
In view of the fact that the use of alcohol can endanger the health and safety of the user, and recognizing 
the deleterious effect the use of alcoholic beverages can have on the maintenance of general order and 
discipline, the Dracut School Committee prohibits the use of, serving of, or consumption of any 
alcoholic beverage on school property or at any school function. 
 
Additionally, any student, regardless of age, who has been drinking alcoholic beverages prior to 
attendance at, or participation in, a school-sponsored activity, will be barred from that activity and 
subject to disciplinary action. 
 
Breath Alcohol Testing Procedures and Protocol 
Alcohol use by a student is illegal and poses a serious threat not only to the student’s own well-being, 
but also to the well-being of the entire school community. Alcohol use will not be tolerated during 
school hours, on school property, or at any school-sponsored activity or event during or after school 
hours. Students who violate the school policy on use, possession, sales or distribution may be subject 
to disciplinary action including a possible suspension for up to 90 school days per MGL c. 71 s. 37H 
¾. 
 
When determining whether possible alcohol use or intoxication by a student has occurred at school or 
a school-related function, the safety of the student is the primary concern. If an administrator 
reasonably suspects that a student is under the influence of alcohol, the administrator may use a breath 
alcohol testing device which indicates the presence or absence of alcohol. The Dracut Public Schools 
also reserves the right to randomly screen students or screen all students at school related events with 
proper notice to the students and their families. 
 
This is a non-invasive test in which students will be asked to exhale or speak into a device. The 
purpose of having breath alcohol testing available is a deterrent to alcohol use. The test will be 
administered by the administrator and witnessed by a staff member. The administration of Dracut 
Public Schools is not held to a criminal standard of proof and therefore; the results of the breathalyzer 
are final and are not subject to further review.  
 

1. If the test is positive, the student can request two (2) additional tests taken at least two (2) 
minutes apart. If these additional tests are positive: 

 
a. Parents/guardians are notified and requested to take the student home 
b. If the student is assessed to be a risk and in need of medical assistance, emergency help 

and parents/guardians are notified. 
c. Disciplinary action will be taken as indicated in student handbooks. 
d. If the test is negative, the student will be allowed to resume the activity if the 

administrator does not suspect the use of other drugs. 
 

2. If a student is suspected of being under the influence of alcohol or is suspected of having 
consumed alcohol and refuses to be tested: 

 
 

a. The administrator will notify parents/guardians to pick up the student and detain the 
student until parent’s arrival. 

b. The administrators will consider the refusal as comparable to being under the influence  



 

and will discipline the student in accordance with the student handbook. 
 

3. If a student is suspected of being under the influence of alcohol or is suspected of having 
consumed alcohol and leaves the scene against the school official’s request: 
 

a. Police will be notified 
b. Parents/guardians notified 
c. Disciplinary action for intoxication will be taken as indicated in the student handbook 

 
 
 
LEGAL REF.:   M.G.L. 272:40A 
    
CROSS REF.:   IHAMA, Teaching About Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco 

GBEC, Drug Free Work Place Policy 
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