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March 13, 2020 
 
Re: School Closure 
 
Dear Members of the School Community: 
 
I am writing to follow up on the message released earlier today announcing that Dracut Public 
Schools will be closed until at least March 27th.  The emergence of the coronavirus has been an 
extraordinary and unprecedented event.  Since the beginning of this event, my focus has been on 
the health and safety of our students and staff.   
 
The coordinated decision to close schools across the Merrimack Valley is intended to take 
proactive steps to halt the spread of the virus to the greatest degree possible in support of our 
students and employees.  It is also consistent with steps being taken by the town in regards to 
municipal buildings.  As a parent, I understand the strain this closure will have in homes.  To that 
end, the district has been preparing to provide as much support as possible.  The following 
measures are being taken by the district: 
 
Learning: In collaboration with Dracut’s talented and dedicated educators, Monday and Tuesday 
of next week, educators will be working with administrators in the schools to prepare age and 
grade specific extension materials and resources that will be available online.  The materials that 
will be provided are intended to be supportive in nature and help to support learning during the 
break.  The work is not mandatory and will not be graded.  It will be supplemental, but parents 
are highly encouraged to engage students as much as possible in support of their learning while 
schools are closed. 
 
Computer/Internet Access: In anticipation of providing online resources, we are aware that some 
students may not have access to a computer or the internet.  In support, principals will be 
providing information directing parents to participate in a survey to assess access.  We are 
establishing a program to lend students Chromebooks that will be made available for the period 
of closure so that those students without computer access at home will be able to participate.  In 
regards to internet access we will be determining how we may be able to provide materials to 
those students who do not have internet access.  This project may take some time as our 
technology staff will need to repurpose devices that are deployed in various ways in our schools.  
Principals will be providing information on this effort. 
 
Food Services: We are also very concerned about the ability of students to access healthy meals 
during the closure.  The Food Service and Business Departments have designed a plan to provide 
bagged breakfast and lunch on a daily basis to any students who needs it, beginning Monday, 
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March 16th.  This effort will involve drive-up stations at the Campbell Elementary, Greenmont 
Elementary, and Dracut High School.  Families will be able to pick up a breakfast and lunch with 
one trip each day.  Principals will be providing specifics in the coming days. 
 
A few items related to the school year and events in our district: 
 

• The Commissioner of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has 
altered the framework used to determine what constitutes a school year.  As of today the 
last day of school will be June 24th.  More discussion may be needed and I will provide 
follow up information in the coming weeks. 

• The state is considering how it will address MCAS testing.  Again, I will provide 
information as it becomes available. 

• Mr. Manley will be providing the high school community with information on the status 
of  SAT and ACT testing. 

• The Dracut High Guidance Department will be supporting the college application process 
for student engaged in that process. 

• All events scheduled for school buildings are cancelled.   
• All high school interscholastic sports are postponed. 

 
I am extremely proud of the efforts of our employees during this period of uncertainty and their 
desire to do what is necessary to support our students.  In the midst of this unprecedented event, 
it has truly been a #MIDDIEPRIDE moment.   
 
I ask for and appreciate your patience in the coming weeks.  Rest assured, the health and safety 
of our school community is our highest priority.  I will provide additional updates as events 
unfold. 
 
   

Sincerely,  

        
Steven Stone 
Superintendent of Schools 


